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Lorain2. County

4. Present Name(s)

5. Historic or Other Name(s) Keller House (Lustron Home)
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91 King
6. Specific Address or Location

0900087104015
6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number

Oberlin
7. City or Village

9. U.T.M. Reference
 Quadrangle Name: Oberlin
17   398916  4571323
Zone Easting Northing

10. Classification: Building
11. On National Register? NO

13. Part of Established Hist. Dist? NO
15. Other Designation (NR or Local)

16. Thematic Associations:

17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s)
1949
18. Style Class and Design

18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s)

19. Architect or Engineer
Carl Strandlund, Chicago

19a. Design Sources
Lustron Home
20. Contractor or Builder

21. Building Type or Plan
Ranch
22. Original Use, if apparent

24. Ownership Private
25. Owner's Name & Address, if known

26. Property Acreage
27. Other Surveys

28. No. of Stories
One story
29. Basement?
30. Foundation Material
Concrete slab
31. Wall Construction
Metal/steel frame

32. Roof Type 

Roof Material
Gable

Metal
33. No. of Bays 2
34. Exterior Wall Material(s)

Steel

35. Plan Shape

36. Changes associated with 17/17b Dates:

37. Window Type(s)
Other

38. Building Dimensions

39. Endangered? NO
By What?

40. Chimney Placement
Off center within roof surface
41. Distance from & Frontage on Road

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)

46. Prepared By:  Laurie :dedroceR etaD .84:noitazinagrO .74
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23. Present Use
Single Dwelling

Steel
Governmental Administration

c. 1970

Dominant Modern Movements

Single Dwelling

Stone panel

Original/Most significant construct

Substantial alteration/addition

31' x 36'

17.

17b.

43. History and Significance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)

45. Sources of Information

0.36
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30' approx

This house, believed to be the only Lustron home in Oberlin, is one of less than 2,500 of its kind built in the late 1940s. The Lustron 
elements that remain on the exterior of the house include the light yellow steel panels in the recessed entryway at the northwest corner of 
the house & the green steel roof tiles, which cover the side gable roof. The metal surrounds of the windows also continue to adorn the 
house, but the exterior has been compromised by the addition of a stone veneer, which covers the majority of the home's exterior. From 
the front/west facade, the recessed entry is located at the left & is supported by 1 steel post. The door within the entryway faces north. Also
at the west elevation, the 2 windows, which appear to have their original, dark green metal surrounds, feature a flush window at the right & 
a projecting window at the left. Each window consists of a large window, flanked by narrow (possibly casement) windows; each narrow 
window has 4 lights. The north elevation contains a porch at the right with a door (as previously noted). A window left of the entry appears 
to have the original metal surrounds, and consists of a large center window  continued...

In late summer, 1949, Gerald Keller was sworn in as the new postmaster for Oberlin; the newspaper article detailing this transition also saw 
fit to discuss Keller's new home, the future 91 King St.: 'Busy this past week with the construction and erection of his new 30-ton Lustron 
home and concrete block garage and apartment, the new acting postmaster, his wife Kathleen, and daughter Eileen expect to move into their 
new steel home on King St. in about three weeks. This first Lustron home arrived by trailer Monday night.' This Lustron home was
pre-fabricated between 1946-1948, then, as all Lustrons were, arriving in Oberlin in 1949 when the Kellers moved in. Mrs. Keller was listed as 
a bookkeeper at the Oberlin Hardware Company in the 1948 city directory (the Kellers then lived at 36 N.  continued...

Another structure, which is marked as '91 1/2' is located behind this house. The rear building is 2 stories tall & is covered in painted cement 
bock; it is difficult to see as it is obscured by trees. This structure has a garage in the first story. The house is located on a quiet, residential 
street, near a cul-de-sac, and has a heavily wooded lot to its rear.

Email correspondence with Emmel Mack II and Heidi McGlamery, received 31 July 2005.; Blodgett, Geoffrey, 'Oberlin Architecture, College 
and Town: A Guide to Social History,' Oberlin College, 1985.; City Directories, O.H.I.O Resource Center.; Holsworth, Pat, Oberlin Pioneer 
Database.; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps.; Gordon, Stephen C., 'How to Complete the Ohio Historic Inventory,' Ohio Historical Society, 
Columbus. 1992.; McAlester, Virginia and Lee. 'A Field Guide to American Houses.' Alfred K.  continued...
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51. Condition of Property:

49. PIR Reviewer: 50. PIR Review Date:

53. Affiliated Inventory Numbers
Historic (OHI)

Archaeological (OAI)

Rectangular

52. Historic Outbuildings & Dependencies

1950s
Date
Non-discernable House Type
Garage
Structure Type

Original/Most significant construction

Associated Activity
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54. Farmstead Plan :

Report Associated With Project:

NADB #:

8. Site Plan with North Arrow

Other

Symmetry:

Lateral axis
Orientation:

Recessed
Door Position:

Corner
Door Selection:
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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)
 flanked by narrow casements (as in the west elevation). The side-facing gable at this elevation contains vertical panels. The south elevation 
contains 2 small, sliding windows, which are oriented near the upper half of the wall & appear to have original surrounds. The gable has 
vertical panels. More information on Lustron homes can be found at the website The Lustron Connection, 
http://home.earthlink.net/~ronusny/.

 Prospect). The Keller family lived here through 1961. They also rented the apartment over the garage at 91 1/2 King to Howard & Jean M. 
Broadwell in 1956 & John S. Dierna in 1961. The Broadwells lived here with their child, Scott, & Mr. Broadwell worked at Janby Oil. Mr. Dierna 
was the chief county probation officer. By 1970, John P. Miller resided at 91, living here through 1980. The next known occupants, the 
McDonalds, lived here sometime in the early to mid-1990s, according to the Lorain County Auditor, but the dates are unclear. Lawrence 
McDonald was a professor of Clarinet at the Oberlin Conservatory of Music, where Marilyn also taught Baroque Violin. 

43. History and Significance (Con't)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

 Knopf Inc. New York. 2000.; 'Alumni Register: Graduates and Former Students, Teaching and Administrative Staff, (1833-1960).' Oberlin
College, 1961.; Lorain County Court House, Auditor Property Record, Internet,  http://www.loraincounty.com/auditor/index.shtml, Accessed 
2005.

45. Sources (Con't)


