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1. No. 2. County 4. Present Name(s)

3. Location of Negatives

5. Historic or OtherName(s)

6. Specific Address or Location

6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number

7. City or Village If Rural, Township & Vicinity

8. Site Plan with North Arrow

9. U.T.M. Reference Quadrangle Name

Zone Easting Northing

Coded

10.

Object

Structure

11. On National Register ? 12. N.R. Potential ?

13. Part of Estb Hist Dist? 14.  Dist. Potential ?

15. Name of Established District (N.R. or Local)

Ohio Historic Preservation Office
567 E. Hudson St.  Columbus, Ohio 43211
614/297-2470

16. Thematic Association(s)

17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s)

18. Style or Design

18a. Style of Addition or Element(s)

19. Architect or Engineer

19a. Design Sources

20. Contractor or Builder

21. Building Type or Plan

22. Original Use, if apparent

23. Present Use

25. Owner’s Name & Address, if known

26. Property Acreage

27. Other Surveys in Which Included

30. Foundation Material

31. Wall Construction

33. No. Bays Front

Side

34. Exterior Wall Material(s)

35. Plan Shape

36. Changes (Explain in #42)

37. Window Type(s)

38. Bldg. Dims.

39 Endangered?  

40. Chimney Placement

41a. Distance from road

45. Sources of Information

46. Prepared by

47. Organization

48. Date Recorded

49 Revised by

50a. Date Revised
50b. Reviewed by

LOR
Mt. Zion Baptist Church

O.H.I.O. Resource
Center

0900096102010

Mt. Zion Baptist Church
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Oberlin

47 Locust Street

No academic style - vernacular

1905 1964

No academic style - vernacular

unknown

unknown

unknown

Other Building

Church/Religious Structure

Church/Religious Structure

.25

no

Sandstone

Brick Bearing

Gable
Steep
Asphalt Shingle

4

6

Brick, Common/American Bond
Aluminum or Vinyl Siding

Rectangular

Additions
Reconstruction

Stained Glass

Center

No

6’

O.H.I.O.  and H.P.C.

1/18/2002

100’ x 70’ approx.

Lorain County Courthouse, Auditor Property Records, 2001. Internet.
http://www.loraincounty.com/auditor/index.shtml.   Sanborn Insurance Maps, 1933, Oberlin. Oberlin Historic
Preservation Commission Files. O.H.I.O. Resource Center Files. Oberlin City Directories. VanDyke, Mary L.
“Churches of Oberlin”. 1996.  Bobbie Carlson Collection: “Churches of Oberlin.”

47 Locust St.
Oberlin OH 44074

41b.Frontage on road 100’ approx.

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (see #52)

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features

43. History and Significance

This church features a square tower on its southwest corner with a slightly flared pyramidal roof.  The bottom half of
the tower has a brick exterior, and the top half is covered in horizontal siding.  The building is symmetrical around
this tower: both the south and the west sides of the tower have sets of double doors with fanlights above them.  Next
to the tower on the south and west sides of the building are gables with vinyl siding and small circular windows,
under which are three arched stained glass windows within a decorative wooden arch.       (cont. on back)

In 1886, the Mt. Zion Baptist Church of Oberlin began holding cottage prayer meetings in the homes of three
families: McGee, Martin, and Dickerson.  These families felt that they needed more freedom of worship than they
were getting in First Baptist Church.  By 1893, the members of this congregation had raised enough money to build
their own church.  On July 4, 1893, the pastor and several members of the church worked all day to dig the
foundation of the new building, which was dedicated on July 16, 1905.  In 1951, the church was remodeled with a
divided chancel.     (continued on back)

There is a parking lot next to the church on the east side.  The building fills up the lot it sits on: it is about 6 feet from
the road, and about 10 feet from the house to the north.

Religious, African-American

28. No. of Stories 1

29.Basement? Yes

Explain:

No Yes
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No Yes

Site

Building
Mt. Zion Baptist Church

Public Private24. Ownership

High Style

Elements 32. Roof:
Type
Pitch
Material

N

2 10Front

2 11Front

Roll # Exp. # Facing

X

φ

D.G. Henry, G. Baudoin, M. Franck



OHIO HISTORIC INVENTORY
Ohio Historic Preservation Office
567 E. Hudson St.  Columbus, Ohio 43211
614/297-2470

OHIO
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY
SINCE 1885

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued from page 1)

43. History and Significance (Continued from page 1.)
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n/a

52. Historic Outbuildings and Dependencies

Barn Type(s)

53. Affiliated OAI Site Number(s)

Archaeological Feature: Observed Expected on Basis of
  Archival Research

Well

Privy

Cistern

Foundation

Structural Rubble

Formal Trash Dump

Other

54. Farmstead Plan

The west wing of the building is longer than the south wing, and has a small tower that mimics the corner tower and has a set of double doors underneath a
stained glass fanlight.  There are rectangular stained glass windows on either side of this tower, and one more set of stained glass windows to the north of
these.  On the south wing of the building, there is a later addition, with a plainer architectural style.  This “Educational Unit” is primarily of plain brick, but there
is a band of smooth sandstone on the south side with a set of plain windows in it.  A double door leads into this building on the southeast corner.  This addition
runs the full length of the original building on the east side, and has a wheelchair access ramp on the northeast corner.

The new educational wing was added in 1962, and the church was renovated at that time as well.  In 1966, the new Wootten-Scott-Denny Memorial Organ was
installed.  Through most of Mt. Zion’s history, the pastors have only stayed at the church for a few years at a time.  However, Rev. Fred L. Steen was been the
pastor from 1952 until his death, c. 2000.

OAI Completed?

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

No

51. Condition of Property

Date

Excellent                                         Ruin

Good/Fair                                       Destroyed/Burned

Deteriorated

X

φ

 Corn Crib or Shed

Smoke House 

Designed Landscape
Features

Summer Kitchen 

Spring House

Privy 

Silo 

Ice House

Garage


