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174 East Lorain
6. Specific Address or Location

0900076104045
6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number

Oberlin
7. City or Village

9. U.T.M. Reference
 Quadrangle Name: Oberlin
17   398601  4571943
Zone Easting Northing

10. Classification: Building
11. On National Register? NO

13. Part of Established Hist. Dist? NO
15. Other Designation (NR or Local)

16. Thematic Associations:

17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s)
c. 1922-1933
18. Style Class and Design

18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s)

19. Architect or Engineer

19a. Design Sources

20. Contractor or Builder

21. Building Type or Plan
Other House Type
22. Original Use, if apparent

24. Ownership Private
25. Owner's Name & Address, if known

26. Property Acreage
27. Other Surveys

28. No. of Stories
Two story
29. Basement? Yes
30. Foundation Material
Stone bearing
31. Wall Construction
Balloon/western/platform frame

32. Roof Type 

Roof Material
Gambrel

Asphalt shingle
33. No. of Bays 4
34. Exterior Wall Material(s)

Aluminum or vinyl siding

35. Plan Shape

36. Changes associated with 17/17b Dates:

37. Window Type(s)
3 over 1

38. Building Dimensions

39. Endangered? NO
By What?

40. Chimney Placement
Center
41. Distance from & Frontage on Road

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)

46. Prepared By:  Patricia :dedroceR etaD .84:noitazinagrO .74
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23. Present Use
Single Dwelling

Civil Rights/Racial Equality (Post-Civil War)
Women's Suffrage/Women's Equality
Professional School

Dominant Dutch Colonial Revival

Single Dwelling

Original/Most significant construct

35' x 46'

17.

17b.

43. History and Significance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)

45. Sources of Information

1.16

6002/50/21retneC egatireH nilrebOMurphy

40' approx.

This Dutch Colonial Revival displays a side gambrel roof, as is indicative of this style. At the main (south) faτade, the door is located near 
the center and is covered by a very ornate iron screen door (appears to be c. 1950). The steps leading up to the door are brick with stone 
caps, while the porch (which may better be called a large stoop) is comprised completely of brick. The brick near the entry is a buff/light 
color. The entry is flanked by pairs of 3/1 windows (the upper sashes have two vertical mullions) with shutters. The second story, which 
has a dormer-style projection, features two pairs of 3/1 windows with shutters. At the east elevation, a door near the center, at ground 
level, appears to be replaced; it is comprised of beveled and leaded glass and has a modern screen door. A two-story addition has been 
added to the rear of the house. At the original portion of the house, and at the first story, a rectangular window left of the entry has three 
vertical mullions and shutters. To the right of the entry, there is a 3/1 with shutters. At the second story, above the entry, there is a 1/1 
window (appears to be a replacement) and to the right, slightly  continued...

According to Sanborn maps, this house was built sometime between 1922 and 1933. The 1922 Sanborn shows an entirely different house
located on this site - this earlier house dates back to the 1870s. By 1933, however, the current house had been constructed. The first 
occupants of this house could have been the Bickell family by 1929. Leslie R. Bickell was a man of many trades: by turns he worked as a 
motor maker, a plasterer, a filling station helper, and a janitor. He married his wife Violet Bell in 1923, who had worked as a telephone 
operator. Violet and Leslie had three sons: Raymond Conrad, Lewis Matthew, and Howard Leslie. The Davidson family replaced the Bickells
in this house by 1933. Robert James Davidson was the manager of the greenhouse just to the east of this house, Davidson  continued...

Detached garage (historic) - two-car garage with a single door, has a nearly flat roof, that folds over at the east elevation (where the car door 
is). Garage is covered with wood clapboard. This house is located on a residential street that receives a fair amount of vehicular traffic.

O-High Alumni, Internet, http://www.oberlin-high.org, Accessed August 2006.; City Directories, O.H.I.O Resource Center.; Holsworth, Pat, 
Oberlin Pioneer Database.; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps.; Gordon, Stephen C., 'How to Complete the Ohio Historic Inventory,' Ohio
Historical Society, Columbus. 1992.; McAlester, Virginia and Lee. 'A Field Guide to American Houses.' Alfred K. Knopf Inc. New York. 2000.; 
'Alumni Register: Graduates and Former Students, Teaching and Administrative Staff,  continued...
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54. Farmstead Plan :

Report Associated With Project:

NADB #:

8. Site Plan with North Arrow

Bilateral symmetry

Symmetry:

Lateral axis with lateral 
smaller extension

Orientation:

Flush
Door Position:

Single centered
Door Selection:
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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)
 higher, there is a 3/1 window. In the attic gable, a square window has two vertical mullions. The two-story addition at the rear has a door 
towards the left, and a metal hood (as does the door at the original portion of the house). A pair of 1/1 windows is situated to the right of the 
door; they have shutters. A shed dormer in the roof has two square windows. At the west elevation, the enclosed porch dominates the first 
story. The porch has a vinyl-sided wall around the lower half, and screens in front of 1/1 windows all around the perimeter of the porch. The 
porch has a west-facing gable, which has cornice returns. Within the porch, a door near the center has a 4/1 window to the left (its upper 
sash has three vertical mullions) and a small, rectangular window with four vertical mullions to its right. Above the porch, at the second 
story, there are two 3/1 windows. A small window in the attic has two vertical mullions.

 Floral Co. at 182 E. Lorain. Robert's wife, Maude (nee Geist), and the Davidsons' six children also resided here: Helen, Muriel, Ethel, Robert 
James Jr., Mynne E., and Calvin. Helen married Stephen Johnson in 1934. Muriel, a 1934 OHS graduate, went on to attend the Cleveland
Beauty Acadamy and worked for several years as a hairdresser. She married Volney Walter Oliphant in 1938. In the 1935-36 city directory, 
Ralph Hertel, by then the manager of Davidson Floral Co., is listed as living here with his wife Adeline, and two children. By 1937 the house 
was again in Davidson hands, but this time Andrew Davidson, the brother of Robert James, and his wife Mary were the residents. Andrew 
was then the proprietor of Davidson Floral Co. Andrew and Mary Davidson lived here through 1940. By 1942, Glenn Wesley Harrison (OHS 
1935) and Louis Hecock were listed as the owners of the house. Louis had married Robert James Davidson's daughter, Ethel, in 1940 or 
1941. By 1948, Reverend Normal C. Crosby and his wife Eva Mae had moved into this house. The Crosbys had two daughters, Angela and
Constance. Rev. Crosby had graduated from the Oberlin Theological Seminary in 1942. While a student in 1941, he began serving as pastor of
Mount Zion Baptist Church. He stayed on at the church until 1952. He was also working at the adjacent greenhouse by 1948, the Crosby 
Greenhouse according to the city directory. Rev. Crosby and his wife, Eva Mae (nee Parker), had married in the 1940s. The Parker family had 
emigrated from Selma, Alabama to Cleveland in 1917, and by 1924 had come to Oberlin. Eva Mae graduated from OHS in 1929, from OC in 
1933, and then from the Ohio State College of Law in 1936 - the first African-American woman to do so. She worked her way through law 
school, boarding at the home of an OSU faculty member, cooking meals and caring for the children. After her graduation, she returned to 
Oberlin and took on a new project, developing up-scale brick homes on North Prospect St. and selling them at cost, thus hoping to create a 
racially integrated neighborhood. Her group, the Oberlin Community Development Corporation, encountered a lot of opposition to the project 
in the neighborhood. Residents asserted they did not want further development, and apparently 'put obstructions in the way so that the 
construction trucks, concrete and plumbing and all that could not get through,' including 'mattresses and baby buggies and tires.' Eva May 
Crosby continued to fight for racial justice in Oberlin, pushing for a fair-housing ordinance and speaking up in support of the town's first 
African-American teacher. She also became a teacher in Oberlin, at both the high school and junior high level. In addition to all this, Eva Mae 
Crosby also practiced law out of her home, concentrating on providing legal services for those who could not afford them. By 1956, Rev. 
Crosby was serving as the director of his family's funeral home, Crosby Funeral Home, in Columbus. In 1963 the Crosbys left Oberlin for 
Columbus, where Eva Mae Crosby taught math at Roosevelt Junior High School until Rev. Crosby died in 1966, She then began running the 
funeral home herself, through her death in 2002. 

43. History and Significance (Con't)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

 (1833-1960).' Oberlin College, 1961.; Lorain County Court House, Auditor Property Record, Internet,  
http://www.loraincounty.com/auditor/index.shtml, Accessed 2006.; Davis, Lee, Dennis, Alison, and Kanahara, Satoko, 'Mt. Zion Baptist
Church: A History,' Electronic Oberlin Group, Internet, www.oberlin.edu/external/EOG/AfAmChurches/MtZion.htm, 2003, Accessed August 
2006.;

45. Sources (Con't)


