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4. Present Name(s)

5. Historic or Other Name(s) Champe-Young House
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254 E Lorain St
6. Specific Address or Location

900076104034
6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number

Oberlin
7. City or Village

9. U.T.M. Reference
 Quadrangle Name: Oberlin
17   398964  4571916
Zone Easting Northing

10. Classification: Building
11. On National Register? NO

13. Part of Established Hist. Dist? NO
15. Other Designation (NR or Local)

16. Thematic Associations:

17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s)
c. 1909
18. Style Class and Design

18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s)

19. Architect or Engineer

19a. Design Sources

20. Contractor or Builder

21. Building Type or Plan
American foursquare
22. Original Use, if apparent

24. Ownership Private
25. Owner's Name & Address, if known

26. Property Acreage
27. Other Surveys

28. No. of Stories
Two and a half story
29. Basement?
30. Foundation Material
Stone bearing
31. Wall Construction
Balloon/western/platform frame

32. Roof Type 

Roof Material
Hip

Asphalt shingle
33. No. of Bays 3
34. Exterior Wall Material(s)

Aluminum or vinyl siding

35. Plan Shape

36. Changes associated with 17/17b Dates:

37. Window Type(s)
1 over 1

38. Building Dimensions

39. Endangered? NO
By What?

40. Chimney Placement
Center
41. Distance from & Frontage on Road

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)

46. Prepared By:  Patricia :dedroceR etaD .84:noitazinagrO .74
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23. Present Use
Single Dwelling

African American

No academic style - Vernacular

Single Dwelling

Original/Most significant construct

35' x 40'

17.

17b.

43. History and Significance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)

45. Sources of Information

Unknown
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This vernacular Foursquare has a full front porch with square posts and a vinyl wall around the perimeter of the porch. Lattice runs under 
the porch, and historic stone steps flanked by a stone wall leads up to the porch. The porch wraps around the southwest corner of the 
house. The door is located near the main (south) faτade and is covered by a modern screen door. A large 1/1 window is at the left side of 
the faτade, and a projecting bay window at the right has cutaway sides; each side has a 1/1 window. At the far left (and set back in the
porch), there is another door. The second story includes pairs of 1/1 windows. The gabled dormer in the roof has a small pair of 1/1 
windows and cornice returns. The west elevation includes a porch with cement steps and a metal rail at the left side of the elevation. The 
gabled end, at the left side, projects out and has two 1/1 windows at the first and second stories, although the right window is smaller than 
the left. The attic gable has a 1/1 window and cornice returns that project out from the house. A flatter cornice runs between the returns. At 
the porch, there is a 1/1 window, and another 1/1 window is above the  continued...

This house was built between 1908 and 1910. Within that period, Henry Hamilton Champe, of mixed race, moved in with his wife Verna C., an 
African American. She was his second wife - the first had died and left him with son Hornice Champe (b. 1898). After the 1910 census, Verna 
does not appear in records, as his wife or otherwise, so perhaps her death is what prompted Henry to spend time living with his father. By 
the 1916 census Henry is listed in the directory at this address with a new wife, Harriet. Also living with them is Harriet's son Willard Edward 
Mitchell (b. 1907) from a previous marriage. Hornice's presence is mentioned on the 1920 census, but he left between 1935 and 1937. He 
worked as a plumber and a tinner. Henry held restaurant service and custodial jobs over the course of  continued...

Outbuildings: None. This house is located on a residential street that receives a fair amount of vehicular traffic.

Holsworth, Pat, Oberlin Pioneer Database.; City Directories, Oberlin Heritage Center Resource Center.; Obituaries, Oberlin Heritage Center 
Resource Center.

Good/Fair
51. Condition of Property:

49. PIR Reviewer: RLK 50. PIR Review Date: 06/10/2008

53. Affiliated Inventory Numbers
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Archaeological (OAI)
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52. Historic Outbuildings & Dependencies
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54. Farmstead Plan :

Report Associated With Project:

NADB #:

8. Site Plan with North Arrow

Bilateral asymmetry

Symmetry:

Gable with lateral wing
Orientation:

Flush
Door Position:

Single off center
Door Selection:
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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)
 porch, in the second story. The east elevation includes the exterior chimney at the left. Near the center of the elevation, a projected bay 
features a five-sided roof that comes to a point at its apex. The bay has three 1/1 windows (two are on cutaway sides). A small, rectangular 
window is above the bay. To the right, 1/1 windows are at the first and second stories. The roof features a gabled dormer at the right, which 
has a 1/1 window.

 his career. Also listed as residents in 1920 are Carrie Thomas, a seamstress, and her daughter Alma Cubie Thomas who graduated from OHS
in that year. They hailed from Kentucky, arriving in Oberlin in the early 1900s. Between 1920 and 1929, Henry Hamilton Champe and his family 
left and the Hurds, an African American couple, moved in - Isaac L. Hurd and Mary Jane Corbin. Mary was a janitor. They resided here until 
between 1937 and 1938. The house sat vacant one year, and then Clifford Wynn moved in, presumably with his wife Hester, although there 
exists uncertainty within the research. The city directory entries would suggest that by 1948 Hester was a widow, alone in the house,
employed at the Oberlin Laundry and Dry Cleaning Company. An obituary of one Clifford Wynn, possibly a different one, suggests however 
that Wynn died in 1962. This would make sense if it were referring to a son by the same name. This obituary also describes Wynn as a 1925 
graduate of OHS and a drill press operator at the Western Automatic in Elyria. By 1956 the directory entry suggests that Hester has changed 
her name again and married resident W.M. Croff. By 1961 a new group had moved in - John J Young, Rosalee Young, Mrs. Louise L Smith, 
denoted as a 'wid[ow] HW,' and as an aide from Carter Nursing Home. In 1970 John Young was employed at US Steel and living with Rosalee 
and a Mrs. Alice M. Young, a maid at the Oberlin Inn. In 1973 and in 1979, John Young's name is listed in the phone book. By 1980 Bobbie 
Young was living with him. Rosalee Young is the current resident.

43. History and Significance (Con't)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

45. Sources (Con't)


