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4. Present Name(s) Art Museum Storage Building
5. Historic or Other Name(s) Starr-Herrick House
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55 East Lorain
6. Specific Address or Location

0900086101006
6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number

Oberlin
7. City or Village

9. U.T.M. Reference
 Quadrangle Name: Oberlin
17   398243  4572092
Zone Easting Northing

10. Classification: Building
11. On National Register? NO

13. Part of Established Hist. Dist? NO
15. Other Designation (NR or Local)

16. Thematic Associations:

17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s)
ca. 1873-1911
18. Style Class and Design

18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s)

19. Architect or Engineer

19a. Design Sources

20. Contractor or Builder

21. Building Type or Plan
Side Hallway
22. Original Use, if apparent

24. Ownership Private
25. Owner's Name & Address, if known

173 W. Lorain St.
Oberlin OH 44074
26. Property Acreage
27. Other Surveys

28. No. of Stories
Two story
29. Basement? Yes
30. Foundation Material
Rock-Faced concrete block
31. Wall Construction
Balloon/western/platform frame

32. Roof Type 

Roof Material
Gable

Asphalt shingle
33. No. of Bays 2
34. Exterior Wall Material(s)

Aluminum or vinyl siding

35. Plan Shape

36. Changes associated with 17/17b Dates:

37. Window Type(s)
1 over 1

38. Building Dimensions

39. Endangered? YES
By What?

40. Chimney Placement
Off center within ridgeline
41. Distance from & Frontage on Road

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)

46. Prepared By:  Liz 47. Organization: 48. Date Recorded:

Art M
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 Storage B
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55 East Lorain
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6. Specific A
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3Side Bays

23. Present Use
STORAGE
EDUCATIONAL/INTELLECTUAL

African American
EDUCATION
COMMERCE

unknown

Element Colonial Revival
No academic style - Vernacular

Single Dwelling
Multiple Dwelling

Oberlin College

Original/Most significant construct

Substantial alteration/addition

35' x 55'

17.

17b.

43. History and Significance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)

45. Sources of Information

unknown

Oberlin Heritage Center 11/20/2009Schultz

35'

This vernacular house has been altered to accommodate its current use as an art storage facility by Oberlin College. The facade faces 
north and includes a historic porch bordered by a half-wall around its perimeter, which has been covered in vinyl siding. Tuscan columns 
with entasis support the porch's hipped roof. Lattice runs below the porch, and concrete steps with a metal rail lead up to the porch at the 
right side. The main door is located at the right. It is wood and glass and has a screen door in front of it. A 1/1 double hung window is 
near the center of the first story. The second story windows have been covered over by vinyl siding. A small vent is in the attic gable. The 
west elevation has a 1/1 double hung window at the left side of the first story and a door at ground level, near the center, as well as a 
smaller 1/1 double hung window at the right. In the second story, two windows are at the far left; a 1/1 double hung window is at the far 
right. A small, one-story addition contains a solid metal door at the far right. The door has concrete steps with a metal railing leading up 
to it. The east elevation is completely covered with vinyl siding, with  continued...

The heavy alterations to the facade of this house restrain the ability to properly estimate the age of the structure. The first available 
Sanborn maps show a large two-story dwelling at this location in 1897. By 1911, the two-story rear portion of the house was no longer part 
of the house. It is not known whether the second half was removed and replaced with a smaller, one-story portion or if the house was torn 
down and a new house was built in its place. The earliest known resident at this address (formerly 11 E. Lorain), was Henry Patterson, an 
African American brick mason, who was living here by 1873, possibly with his wife Emeline and some of their eight children.  By 1877 Miss 
Aurelia N. Starr was living here and continued through 1899. Aurelia was born in 1827 in Birmingham, Ohio and  continued...

The house is located in a residential area of a state route road. The structures to the north, east, and south, are primarily residential. To the 
west, a small road runs alongside the house and separates this property from the Allen Memorial Art Museum.

Oberlin Heritage Center Resource Center, City Directories, Oberlin Phone Books, Master Genealogist, and Past Perfect collections 
program; Lorain County Court House, Auditor Property Record, Internet, http://www.loraincounty.com/auditorindex.shtml, Accessed 2009; 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, Oberlin, Ohio; 'Starr, A.N. died,' Oberlin News, 3/26/1901, Pg. 1 Col. 1; 'Iva Crofoot Cairns died, obituary,' 
Oberlin News, 11/4/1926, Pg. 1 Col. 4; 'William Deweese Cairns, earns Gottingen PhD magna cum  continued...

Alteration

Good/Fair
51. Condition of Property:

49. PIR Reviewer: SMT 50. PIR Review Date: 01/22/2010

53. Affiliated Inventory Numbers
Historic (OHI)

Archaeological (OAI)
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52. Historic Outbuildings & Dependencies
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54. Farmstead Plan :

Report Associated With Project:

NADB #:

8. Site Plan with North Arrow

Bilateral asymmetry
Symmetry:

Gable end axis
Orientation:

Flush
Door Position:

Single off center
Door Selection:
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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)
 the exception of the basement windows. The basement windows of this house appear to have original wooden frames. The rear (south) 
elevation contains the one-story addition with a pyramidal roof; it has no windows. In the original portion of the house, at the second story, 
a 1/1 double hung window is at the left and a small, rectangular window is at the center. At the right, a large, solid metal door has a simple 
wood staircase leading up to this second story door. The attic has a 6/6 double hung window. Many of the windows in this house have been 
painted or covered to prevent light from entering the building.

 died in Oberlin in 1901. She attended the Oberlin College Preparatory school and studied literature from 1841-1847. The city directory lists 
her as running a boarding house. In 1887 A. J. Kenney and Amy Ledyard, a bookkeeper, were also listed at this address, as well as Edith 
Kline in 1890.  In 1894, Miss Harriet M. Starr was also listed at this address. In 1895-96, Mrs. A. S. Gray was also listed at this address. In 
1897, Miss Lena Magdalene Sigrist (b. 1865) and Mrs. Anna Cook lived here with Aurelia. Lena attended the Oberlin College Conservatory in 
1899-1900 and had come to Oberlin from Congress, Ohio. In 1899 Mrs. Eliza Bright also lived here. After Aurelia's death, the Mizener (or 
Miszner) family lived here. They are only listed in the 1902 directory at this address. Hattie A. Mizener was a seamstress and had two 
children, Carl R. and Robert D., who lived in this house with her. In 1902 Eliza Bright and John, probably a son, also lived here, as well as 
Charles F. and Martha J. Avery, and Rose F. Hoening, a public teacher.  By 1904, Mrs. Mary J. Anderson (b. 1856 in Ohio) lived here and 
continued through 1907. In 1908, Rodger Henry Holly (or Holley) (b. 1866, Kentucky; d. 1965, Oberlin) lived here with wife, Kate T. (b. 1862, d. 
1951). They had one daughter, Adeline (b. 1885, Kentucky; d. 1947, Ohio). Adeline attended the Oberlin College Conservatory. Also living 
with the Hollys was a Miss Allean Anderson.  In 1910, Sarah E. Leek (b. 1848 West Virginia) lived here.  The Hollys, Miss Anderson and Sarah 
Leek were all African American.  In 1916, several residents were listed at this address. Professor William Deweese Cairns (b. 1811, Ohio; d. 
1955 Oberlin) lived here with his wife, Iva M. (nee Crofoot; b. 1875, Michigan; d. 1926, Oberlin). William was a mathematics professor at 
Oberlin College; Iva taught mathematics at the local high school.  The couple had two children: Mary Catherine (b. 1907, Germany) and 
Robert William (b. 1909, Oberlin, d. 1985, Delaware). In 1907, William earned his PhD from Gottingen magna cum laude. The Cairns shared 
the house with Reverend Robert P. and Mary T. Shaw, as well as their two children, Ernest T. and Robert B., who were both students while 
living at this house. In 1920, the directory lists Burton Sylvester Hart (b. 1878, Oberlin) at this house with his wife, Clara M. (b. 1874, 
Lattisburg, Ohio). The couple had two children, Gladys Alberta (b. 1897) and Bernice LeMoyne (b. 1894; d. 1957). While living at this house, 
Bert, who had attended Oberlin College, worked at Cook's Shop (bicycles) and Gladys worked at the Carnegie Library. In 1927 one family 
took up residence here and remained through 1961. Charles Edgar Herrick (b. 1887, Ohio; d. 1956, Oberlin) lived here with his wife, Clara 
(nee Rogers; b. 1893 Ohio) and their children, who were all born in Oberlin: Roger Charles (b. 1918; d. 1997, Amherst, Ohio), Betty Jane (b. 
1922), and Robert Wallace (b. 1924). Charles Herrick was a well-known jeweler in Oberlin. Initially, the business was Carruthers Jewelry 
Store. In 1913, Charles married Clara and went into business with Charles Schreffler and they named the shop Herrick and Schreffler 
Jewelry Store). When Schreffler retired in 1925, the store was re-named Herrick's Jewelry Store (which is still operating at 7 West College 
Street). In 1924, Charles was elected Recreation League President. As the Herrick children grew, they each worked at the jewelry store. Betty 
Jane was a saleswoman and the sons Roger and Robert eventually became co-owners after their father's retirement in the early 1950s. 
Additionally, Betty attended Bowling Green University, and during World War II Robert enlisted in the US Army Engineers and Roger 
enlisted in the US Navy. In the 1940s, the children ended up in Jacksonville, Florida; the boys working for the military and Betty working for 
the IRS. By 1948, Robert had returned to this house and was working for his father. From at least 1929-1933, Ethel Herrick (b. 1854, Ohio) 
also lived in this house. Ethel was Charles' cousin and a registered nurse at Allen Hospital. By 1966, according to the county auditor, the 
owner of this house was Oberlin College. The house is currently used as storage by the college art museum, which is why the windows 
have been covered up (to prevent light from damaging artifacts).

43. History and Significance (Con't)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

 laude' Oberlin News, 7/23/1907, Pg. 1, Col. 5; 'Roger C. Herrick,' Oberlin News-Tribune, 2/4/1997, Pg. 3; 'With Charles M. Schreffler, Buys 
Jewelry Store,' Oberlin News, 11/19/1913, Pg. 1. Col.4; 'Partnership Dissolved; Now Herrick's Jewelry Store,' Oberlin News, 8/13/1925, Pg. 4, 
Col. 3.

45. Sources (Con't)


