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23. Present Use
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30. Foundation Material
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35. Plan Shape
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Bosworth Hall; Asia House
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Center
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Fairchild Chapel, Oberlin Theological Graduate Seminary and Bosworth Hall
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NR:  Oberlin College thematic nomination

Oberlin

50 West Lorain

Romanesque Revival

1931

Renaissance Revival

Cass Gilbert, New York

Other Building

Theological Seminary Chapel, Dormitories 

College Chapel, Dormitories, Offices

1.621

McQuillen (75)

Stone

Limestone 

Gable
Moderate
Clay Tile, Roman Tile

15

1

Stone, Plain Ashlar, sawed

Central Courtyard

Restoration

Casement, 1 over 1 Double-hung

No

O.H.I.O.  and H.P.C.

9-18-2000

170 ft. X 185 ft.

Lorain County Courthouse:  Lorain County tax records.  O.H.I.O. Resource Center:  Oberlin Historic Preservation
Commission Files.   Blodgett, Geoffrey.  Oberlin Architecture College and Town: A Guide to its Social History.
Oberlin College, 1985.

41b.Frontage on road 170 ft.

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (see #52)

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features

43. History and Significance

This two-story Romanesque quadrangle has a red tile, hipped roof, and a rectangular footprint formed by two
buildings surrounding a grassy field with sandstone paths. The front, south-facing building of the quadrangle, known
as Bosworth Hall, has a square bell tower with pairs of arched openings, and a pyramidal roof with finial that forms
the center portion of the building. The central arched doorway has double doors with cast-iron hinges under a
bracketed gable hood. Arched windows flank the main entrance hood. Two other entrances, on the front façade side
wings, have compound arches and no hood. Three small, red sandstone columns, with Corinthian capitals sit at
each side of the doors. The tympanums above each door have relief sculpture with religious themes. (cont.)

Cass Gilbert drew the plans for this, his final Oberlin College building in 1919.  The idea for this building, the
graduate school for theology, was his last attempt at the creation of a visual harmony of buildings around Tappan
Square.  Funds for the building, however, were inadequate for a decade until a gift of $400,000 from the
Rockefellers supplemented the original bequest of D. Willis James and construction began in 1930.  The
quadrangle complex replaced the 1874 Council Hall, which had been condemned by the state inspectors.  By 1930
Cass Gilbert's declining health caused the Gilbert’s firm to bring in a young architect in Gilbert's practice, (cont.)

This building is on State Route 511, a principal thoroughfare for traffic.  It is across the street from Tappan Square,
an open space in the middle of town.

 Education: Private: Higher: Seminary & College

28. No. of Stories 2

29.Basement? yes
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Yes
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Oberlin College

Public Private24. Ownership

High Style

Elements

X

32. Roof:
Type
Pitch
Material

N

4 9A NRear

4 7A NFront

Roll # Exp. # Facing

X

X

φ

M. Fedelchak-Harley; L. Previll



OHIO HISTORIC INVENTORY
Ohio Historic Preservation Office
567 E. Hudson St.  Columbus, Ohio 43211
614/297-2470

OHIO
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY
SINCE 1885

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued from page 1)

43. History and Significance (Continued from page 1.)
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52. Historic Outbuildings and Dependencies

Barn Type(s)

53. Affiliated OAI Site Number(s)

Archaeological Feature: Observed Expected on Basis of
  Archival Research

Well

Privy

Cistern

Foundation

Structural Rubble

Formal Trash Dump

Other

54. Farmstead Plan

The wings of the building are recessed from the center. All windows are steel or iron casement windows and appear to be original. On the front façade the
windows are accented with small Corinthian columns and arched on the first story.  The tympanums of the first-story windows have circular carvings above a
row of three narrow arches. This building surrounds Fairchild Chapel which projects from the rear face of the central tower into the grass field created by the
quadrangle.  It has a narrow nave flanked by arched stained-glass windows. The chapel has a tall, wood frame, ceiling and a brick and stone floor.  The curved
apse has five, darker, stained-glass windows, and a red tile, half-cone roof.  The chapel is used for religious and performance purposes and has a rear
balcony with a custom-made organ built from hardwoods. Roof work around the tower is currently underway.

The rear U-shaped brick building, Shipherd Hall, has six-over-six, double-hung windows, and a single belt course under the stone sills of the second-story
windows. This building connects to Bosworth via arched, colonnaded walkways, with Corinthian columns. All exterior doors and windows of the first story have
compound arches. The building has gable dormers with vent screens, and small, hipped-roof towers at the roofline corners, with the same proportions as the
tower on Bosworth.

Eugene Ward, for many of the details. The quadrangle was designed to provide divinity students with their own campus.  It contained a chapel, library,
classrooms, faculty offices, dining hall and dormitory space.  All were arranged around a central open space.  In 1965 the Trustees decided to close the school
of theology (Blodgett).  The buildings were converted to other uses.  The front building, Bosworth Hall, is an administration annex, and Fairchild Chapel serves
both for religious services and as a performing arts location.  Shipherd Hall is used as a dormitory.  It has dining facilities, a second-floor study library, with
original wood shelves, and a basement gymnasium. Today these buildings function separately.

Bosworth was listed on the National Register as part of the Oberlin College thematic nomination in 1978.  This building was listed by the City of Oberlin as an
Oberlin City Landmark in November of 1997.
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51. Condition of Property

Date

Excellent                                         Ruin

Good/Fair                                       Destroyed/Burned

Deteriorated

X

φ

 Corn Crib or Shed

Smoke House 

Designed Landscape
Features

Summer Kitchen 

Spring House

Privy 

Silo 

Ice House

Garage


