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153 South Cedar
6. Specific Address or Location

0900085109036
6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number

Oberlin
7. City or Village

9. U.T.M. Reference
 Quadrangle Name: Oberlin
17   397464  4571189
Zone Easting Northing

10. Classification: Building
11. On National Register? NO

13. Part of Established Hist. Dist? NO
15. Other Designation (NR or Local)

16. Thematic Associations:

17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s)
c. 1904
18. Style Class and Design

18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s)

19. Architect or Engineer

19a. Design Sources

20. Contractor or Builder

21. Building Type or Plan
Gabled Ell
22. Original Use, if apparent

24. Ownership Private
25. Owner's Name & Address, if known

26. Property Acreage
27. Other Surveys

28. No. of Stories
Two story
29. Basement? Yes
30. Foundation Material
Stone bearing
31. Wall Construction
Balloon/western/platform frame

32. Roof Type 

Roof Material
Gable

Asphalt shingle
33. No. of Bays 2
34. Exterior Wall Material(s)

Wood shingle

35. Plan Shape

36. Changes associated with 17/17b Dates:

37. Window Type(s)
1 over 1

38. Building Dimensions

39. Endangered? NO
By What?

40. Chimney Placement
Lateral Exterior
41. Distance from & Frontage on Road

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)

46. Prepared By:  Patricia :dedroceR etaD .84:noitazinagrO .74
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23. Present Use
Single Dwelling

4 over 1

College
Civil War
Congregational

Dominant No academic style - Vernacular

Single Dwelling

Original/Most significant construct

40' x 43'

17.

17b.

43. History and Significance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)

45. Sources of Information
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30' approx.

This vernacular Gabled Ell features a front-facing gabled portion at the left side of the main faτade, which is the west elevation. The first 
floor has a three-sided bay with 4/1 double hung windows; two face the front, and one is located on each of the sides. The second story 
has two 1/1 double hung windows. The attic gable has a small window with six lights. The right half of the faτade has a roof extending to 
the first story. At the first story, five 4/4 double hung windows are situated in a portion of the building that projects out from the house. A 
shed dormer is located in the second story, and has diamond-shaped leaded glass windows. At the south elevation, the far left side has 
two 4/4 double hung windows. Immediately to their right, a small, shed hood supported by simple, arching wood braces shades a wood
door with glass lights. Wood steps lead up to the small porch, which has a simple wood railing. To the right of the door, the first and 
second story each have a 1/1 double hung window, and the attic gable has a small window. A one-story addition at the rear of the house 
has two 1/1 double hung windows and a cement block foundation. The north elevation  continued...

The first known occupants of this house were Mr. Charles Burr and his wife Anna, who appear in the city directories in 1904. Charles was a 
1903 OC grad, an assistant instructor in the physics department from 1903-1907, and finally a tutor at the OC Academy. He was a member of 
Second Congregational Church and sang in the choir. Two of Charles's brothers, Dwight and Merril, also resided with the Burrs; both
graduated from OHS in 1900. The Burrs left the house in 1908, as Charles had become a teacher in Ahmednager, India. He returned to 
Oberlin in 1923, but died shortly after. The next occupants of the house were a Mr. Allen J. Monroe, a mail carrier and Civil War veteran 
(enlisted at 15 as a private in the 129th infantry regiment and the 19th independent battery), and his wife Isadora, who  continued...

An historic one-car garage features a gabled front. Wood clapboard siding covers the exterior and it features wood doors (with windows in 
their upper half) that are tri-fold. The eaves feature exposed rafters. The house is located on residential street that receives little traffic.

O-High Alumni, Internet, http://www.oberlin-high.org, Accessed July 2006.; City Directories, O.H.I.O Resource Center.; Holsworth, Pat, 
Oberlin Pioneer Database.; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps.; Gordon, Stephen C., 'How to Complete the Ohio Historic Inventory,' Ohio
Historical Society, Columbus. 1992.; McAlester, Virginia and Lee. 'A Field Guide to American Houses.' Alfred K. Knopf Inc. New York. 2000.; 
'Alumni Register: Graduates and Former Students, Teaching and Administrative Staff,  continued...
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54. Farmstead Plan :

Report Associated With Project:

NADB #:

8. Site Plan with North Arrow

Bilateral asymmetry

Symmetry:

Gable with lateral wing
Orientation:

Flush
Door Position:

Single off center
Door Selection:
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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)
 features an exterior, red brick chimney towards the right of the elevation. To the right and left of the chimney, a window is located at the first 
story (it is obscured by a tree). Farther to the left, the two first story windows are 1/1 double hung. The second story has two windows with 
wood mullions, which appear to have 10 lights, though it is difficult to determine the exact window type because wood storm windows 
obscure them. The rear addition at the far left has three 6/1 double hung windows at the far left and a door to the right.

 had previously attended Oberlin Preparatory Dept. They had been married in 1867, and adopted one child, Maud (OC 1903) in 1879. Mr. 
Monroe died in 1912, and The Oberlin News ran an article reflecting on his time enlisted in the Civil War as a young teenager. The Monroes 
were quickly followed by Dr. A. H. Lybyer and Baidzar Katsakordzian (Katsakordzian was born in Turkey and was a servant). Dr. Lybyer was 
married to a woman named Clara in 1902, but she does not appear in the city directories. Dr. Lybyer (who graduated from Princeton and 
received his Ph.D. from Harvard) was the associate professor of medieval and modern European history at OC from 1909-1911, then a 
professor from 1911-1913. Though he did not remain in Oberlin long, he made a mark on the community that kept him in the newspapers for 
many years as The Oberlin News tracked his achievements (delegate to the Peace Conference in Paris in 1918, vice-president of the Ohio and 
Illinois college district, prominent author, real estate tycoon, etc.). Rev D. L. Leonard, a widower, lived in the house in 1916 with his two girls, 
Ella (OC 1902) and Kate (OC 1898). Mrs. Leonard had died in 1902 when her dress caught on fire. The house's next resident was Rev. George 
Huntley (also a medical doctor), a medical missionary to China, and his family of seven children. Rev. Huntley and his wife were both 
originally from England. Rev. Huntley's child Lesley was a 1928 OHS grad and a member of the Student Senate, and his son Frank (OHS 1920) 
eventually moved to Japan. Huntley's son Reginald also graduated from OHS, in the class of 1919. They appear in the city directory for the 
year 1920. The next, and longest, owner of the house was Professor James C. McCullough, a chemistry professor at OC. Prof. McCullough,
his wife Mary (OC 1907), and their children Katherine (OHS 1928 and OC 1932) and Uel (OHS 1931 and OC 1936) are listed in the directories as 
residing at the house from 1927-1948. Katharine eventually became a Girl Scout director while she was living in the house, and Uel Parsons 
became a teacher. Clarence E. Jenks, a teacher, was the next occupant of the house by 1956. He was an Oberlin Preparatory Dept. alum who 
became a teacher in Wakeman. His wife Mary also lived in the house, which they occupied at least until 1961. By 1970, Charles Thodt and his 
wife Jo Anne lived in the house, with their three children, through 1983. Charles was an employee for NACS. William J. Jindra and his wife 
Robin lived in the house from 1984-2006. William served on the Oberlin City Council. Robin worked as director of the Oberlin Senior Center 
(run by the Neighborhood House Association). 

43. History and Significance (Con't)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

 (1833-1960).' Oberlin College, 1961.; Lorain County Court House, Auditor Property Record, Internet,  
http://www.loraincounty.com/auditor/index.shtml.; 'Oberlin Public School News', The Oberlin News, 10 April 1928, p. 2, c. 3.; 'R. Leonard's 
New Book, The Oberlin News, 22 April 1898, p. 3, c. 1.; 'Burned to Death,' The Oberlin News, 8 July 1902, p. 1, c. 1.; 'Veteran Carrier Taken by 
Death,' The Oberlin News, 3 Jan 1912, p. 1., c. 4.; 'Attack of Pneumonia is Fatal to Professor Charles H. Burr,' The Oberlin News, 8 May 1924, 
p. 1, c. 3.; 'Obituary,' 23 April 1925, The Oberlin News, p. 4, c. 6.; 'Appointed on Peace Commission,' The Oberlin News, 27 Nov 1918, p. 1, c. 
7.; 'Gives $40,000 to New School,' The Oberlin News, 28 January 1926.; 'Conference Delegates,' The Oberlin News, 25 January 1911.; 'New 
Work in History by Prof. A.H. Lybyer,' The Oberlin News, 9 April 1913, p. 1, c. 4.; Civil War Soldiers and Sailors System, Internet,
http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/soldiers.cfm.

45. Sources (Con't)


