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73 South Cedar
6. Specific Address or Location

0900085108096
6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number

Oberlin
7. City or Village

9. U.T.M. Reference
 Quadrangle Name: Oberlin
17   397472  4571440
Zone Easting Northing

10. Classification: Building
11. On National Register? NO

13. Part of Established Hist. Dist? NO
15. Other Designation (NR or Local)

16. Thematic Associations:

17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s)
c. 1890
18. Style Class and Design

18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s)

19. Architect or Engineer

19a. Design Sources

20. Contractor or Builder

21. Building Type or Plan
American foursquare
22. Original Use, if apparent

24. Ownership Private
25. Owner's Name & Address, if known

26. Property Acreage
27. Other Surveys

28. No. of Stories
Two story
29. Basement? Yes
30. Foundation Material
Stone bearing
31. Wall Construction
Balloon/western/platform frame

32. Roof Type 

Roof Material
Hipped Gable

Asphalt shingle
33. No. of Bays 2
34. Exterior Wall Material(s)

Clapboard or weatherboard

35. Plan Shape

36. Changes associated with 17/17b Dates:

37. Window Type(s)
1 over 1

38. Building Dimensions

39. Endangered? NO
By What?

40. Chimney Placement
Center
41. Distance from & Frontage on Road

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)

46. Prepared By:  Patricia :dedroceR etaD .84:noitazinagrO .74
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23. Present Use
Single Dwelling

Other

Congregational
College
World War I

Dominant
Element Queen Anne

No academic style - Vernacular

Single Dwelling

Wood shingle

Original/Most significant construct

37' x 57'

17.

17b.

43. History and Significance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)

45. Sources of Information

0.46
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35' approx.

This vernacular home hints at the American Foursquare plan in its boxy shape and nearly-pyramidal roof. It deviates from a strict
Foursquare in its cross-gables that project out at multiple elevations. The second story has shingles, which are in a sawtooth pattern. The 
first story is wood clapboard. The right side of the main faτade (which is the west elevation) projects out with a front-facing gable. A large 
window at the first story has 20 small lights in the upper quarter of the window. The lights at the top corners curve to give the window an 
arching shape. Shutters, which do not appear to be original, flank the window. The second story has two 1/1 double hung windows with 
shutters. The left half of the faτade, which is not gabled, is slightly recessed and has a corner porch that has its own front-facing gable. 
Shingles adorn the pediment of the porch gable. Simple wood posts support the porch. The balustrade is a modern addition; it is metal. 
Stone steps lead up to the porch, and a flattened wood pediment caps the door. The second story has a rectangular window with a vertical 
muntin separating it in two (this muntin appears to be part of a storm window  continued...

The first known residents of this house, likely built in the late 1880s or early 1890s, were the Misses Andersons, E.M., Blanche, a teacher (OC 
1890), and Jennie C. (OC 1894). Not much is known about them other than the fact that they lived in the house from 1894 to 1896. The 
house's next resident, Mrs. E. B. Foote, lived at the house in 1897 with her children Alice (OC 1908, and a teacher), Delia, who attended the 
Conservatory between 1880 and 1887, Eunice (OC attendee 1898-1892), and Will W. (Conservatory attendee 1888-90). Dr. L.A. Avery, his wife, 
and A.L. Warner next lived in the house in 1899, followed by Mrs. Mary L. Pierce and her children Aude and Kota in 1902. Mrs. Mary Wilson, 
widow of Anzi, was the next occupant of the house; she lived here from 1904-1913, when she died. She  continued...

A small, one-car, original garage is located at the rear of the house. Another larger (and presumably newer) garage/shed is located directly 
behind the original garage. Both have front-facing gables. The house is located on residential street that receives little traffic.

O-High Alumni, Internet, http://www.oberlin-high.org, Accessed July 2006.; City Directories, O.H.I.O Resource Center.; Holsworth, Pat, 
Oberlin Pioneer Database.; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps.; Gordon, Stephen C., 'How to Complete the Ohio Historic Inventory,' Ohio
Historical Society, Columbus. 1992.; McAlester, Virginia and Lee. 'A Field Guide to American Houses.' Alfred K. Knopf Inc. New York. 2000.; 
'Alumni Register: Graduates and Former Students, Teaching and Administrative Staff,  continued...
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53. Affiliated Inventory Numbers
Historic (OHI)

Archaeological (OAI)
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52. Historic Outbuildings & Dependencies

Date

Garage
Structure Type

Associated Activity
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54. Farmstead Plan :

Report Associated With Project:

NADB #:

8. Site Plan with North Arrow

Bilateral asymmetry

Symmetry:

Gable with lateral wing
Orientation:

Recessed
Door Position:

Single off center
Door Selection:
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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)
 over top of the undivided window). The south faτade has a projecting gable at the center with two 1/1 double hung windows at the first story 
and a 1/1 double hung at the second story, which is flanked by shutters. Another 1/1 window is located in the second story and faces west. 
The attic has a square window in the gable. A one-story addition is visible at the rear of the house; it does not have windows. The north 
faτade also features a projecting gable near the center, with the same window configuration on it as in the south elevation. To the right of the 
gable, a small square window is located at both the first and second stories.

 also had a Mrs. Anna Bevis staying with her in 1908. Ira D. Shaw (OC 1898) and his wife Grace (OHS 1890, 1899 Conservatory student) were 
the next owners of the house. Ira and Grace also had a son named Carroll (OC 1928), who probably lived here. Ira was the national Y.M.C.A. 
secretary, which led to his being selected to sail to France as a Y.M.C.A. field worker for a year during WWI. Upon his return Shaw wrote a 
stirring article for The Oberlin News discussing the courage of the French and American soldiers. The News also ran an article describing
how Mrs. Grace Shaw was in charge of sorting out false rumors regarding the war, particularly concerning the living conditions for soldiers. 
Mrs. Shaw was active in the First Church Guild, the First Church choir, the Woman's club, and Sorosis. Later she was appointed to the Board 
of Education. Ira and Grace lived in the house from 1913-1921, at which point Ira's work carried him elsewhere: eventually he became a 
teacher in Cleveland, then a physical education teacher in Kentucky. Ralph and Mercedes Singleton next occupied the house. They had two 
children, one of whom was born during their residence here. Ralph was a 1923 graduate of OC, and a professor of English at the college (he 
later got his Ph.D.). Mrs. Singleton attended the OC Conservatory in 1926. The Singletons' two daughters both graduated from OHS: Patricia 
in 1945, Mercedes in 1946. Mercedes went on to attend OC, graduating with the class of 1950. Dr. Edward Bliss, a retired missionary who 
served in China during the Boxer Rebellion, and his wife Minnie became the next owners of the house in 1937. Edward's son (also named 
Edward) gained quite a reputation working as an editor at CBS where he used his experience to write several well known books about the 
broadcasting profession, and eventually a book entitled Beyond the Stone Arches: An American Missionary in China, about his father's life. 
Edward Jr. was highly respected and referenced in many different publications. Dr. Edward Bliss Sr. and his wife lived here from 1937-1944. 
Henry A. Pfaff and his wife Lydia, together with Lawrence E. Write and his wife Joanne, lived in the house in 1948. Pfaff was retired as 
proprietor of Pfaff Clothing Co., and Write worked in advertising for Thew Shovel. H. Lowell Campbell moved into the house in 1956.
                                                                     He was a representative for Thew Shovel through 1970. He lives in the house with his wife Marianne 
(OHS 1950), with whom he raised three children, one of whom was born during his stay at the house. H. Lowell Campbell graduated from 
OHS in 1943.

43. History and Significance (Con't)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

 (1833-1960).' Oberlin College, 1961.; Lorain County Court House, Auditor Property Record, Internet,  
http://www.loraincounty.com/auditor/index.shtml.; 'Obituary,' The Oberlin News, 29 Aug 1929, p. 1, c. 3.; 'Funeral of Miss Foote,' The Oberlin 
News, 5 Sept. 1929, p. 1, c.7.; 'Mrs. M.E. Wilson,' The Oberlin News, 21 May 1913, p. 5, c. 3.; 'Funeral Service,' The Oberlin News, 28 May 
1913.; 'Married: Shaw Prince,' The Oberlin News, 16 June 1899, p. 1, c. 4.; 'Will Serve in France,' The Oberlin News, 8 Aug 1917, p. 1, c. 3.; 
'Fate of America in Fighters' Hands: Y.M.C.A. Worker Makes Stirring Talk,' The Oberlin News, 14 Aug 1918, p. 1, c. 1.; 'Concerning False 
Reports,' The Oberlin News, 27 Feb 1918, p. 6, c. 3.; 'School Notes,' The Oberlin News, 11 Sept 1918, p. 1, c. 5.; 'Born,' The Oberlin News, 13 
Sept 1928, p. 1, c. 4.; Radio-Television News Directors Association and Foundation, 'Ed Bliss Remembered,' Internet,  
http://www.rtnda.org/communicator/bliss.shtml.

45. Sources (Con't)


