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115 East College
6. Specific Address or Location

0900086106009
6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number

Oberlin
7. City or Village

9. U.T.M. Reference
 Quadrangle Name: Oberlin
17   398416  4571599
Zone Easting Northing

10. Classification: Building
11. On National Register? NO

13. Part of Established Hist. Dist? NO
15. Other Designation (NR or Local)

16. Thematic Associations:

17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s)
c. 1890
18. Style Class and Design

18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s)

19. Architect or Engineer

19a. Design Sources

20. Contractor or Builder

21. Building Type or Plan
Other House Type
22. Original Use, if apparent

24. Ownership Private
25. Owner's Name & Address, if known

26. Property Acreage
27. Other Surveys

28. No. of Stories
Two and a half story
29. Basement? Yes
30. Foundation Material
Stone bearing
31. Wall Construction
Balloon/western/platform frame

32. Roof Type 

Roof Material
Pyramidal

Asphalt shingle
33. No. of Bays 4
34. Exterior Wall Material(s)

Aluminum or vinyl siding

35. Plan Shape

36. Changes associated with 17/17b Dates:

37. Window Type(s)
1 over 1

38. Building Dimensions

39. Endangered? NO
By What?

40. Chimney Placement
Unknown
41. Distance from & Frontage on Road

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)

46. Prepared By:  Patricia :dedroceR etaD .84:noitazinagrO .74
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23. Present Use
Single Dwelling

Modern Replacements

Civil War
World War I
General Merchandise

Element Queen Anne

Single Dwelling
Multiple Dwelling

Original/Most significant construct

54' x 52'

17.

17b.

43. History and Significance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)

45. Sources of Information
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25' approx.

The porch at the main faτade of this boxy Queen Anne style house is striking, as it wraps around the house with a cut away corner at the 
northwest corner of the house. The porch has turned spindle supports, a decorative balustrade at the ceiling and floor perimeters of the 
porch, and brackets below the porch roof with filled circles cut into the brackets. The balusters of the lower porch railing have been 
altered. Latticework runs below the porch, and wood steps lead up to the porch along with a metal railing. At the cutaway corner of the 
porch (above the steps) the porch roof has a gable with a decorative overlay and carving. The corner of the house is also cut away and has 
a wood door with a window; two filled square panels are above the window in the door. A modern screen door covers the main door. Also 
in the cutaway, at the second story, a 1/1 window is surrounded by decorative brackets that have a dropped finial in the corner. The front 
(north) elevation of the house features a front-facing gable at the left and a large window (with modern shutters) The window is original; it 
is 1/1 with wood mullions in the upper half that create squares around the  continued...

A house has stood at this address since at least 1873, according to city directories. The style of the current house, however, suggests that it 
was likely built closer to the turn of the century, replacing the earlier structure. Possibly among the first residents were W. F. Pember and his 
wife Ida. They lived in the house from 1890-1891. During their stay, L.T. Hurlbut also lived at the residence (1890), and L.R. Kelly and his wife 
(1891). The next owner of the house was William H. Laughlin, a piano tuner, who stayed at the house with his family from 1894-1902. Mr. 
Laughlin was a Civil War veteran (served as a private in the 1st Ohio Light Artillery), and the patent holder for a new type of piano key. Of the 
three Laughlin children (Mabel, Arthur, and Adaline), Mabel attended the Oberlin  continued...

This house is located in a residential area, on a street that receives a fair amount of traffic.

O-High Alumni, Internet, http://www.oberlin-high.org, Accessed July 2006.; City Directories, O.H.I.O Resource Center.; Holsworth, Pat, 
Oberlin Pioneer Database.; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps.; Gordon, Stephen C., 'How to Complete the Ohio Historic Inventory,' Ohio
Historical Society, Columbus. 1992.; McAlester, Virginia and Lee. 'A Field Guide to American Houses.' Alfred K. Knopf Inc. New York. 2000.; 
'Alumni Register: Graduates and Former Students, Teaching and Administrative Staff,  continued...
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54. Farmstead Plan :

Report Associated With Project:

NADB #:

8. Site Plan with North Arrow

Bilateral symmetry

Symmetry:

Multiple facade orientation
Orientation:

Flush
Door Position:

Corner
Door Selection:
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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)
 perimeter of the upper sash. At the second story, there is a 1/1 replacement window with shutters. The attic gable features a small window 
that slides open horizontally. To the right of the gabled portion, a 1/1 window is located near the center of the elevation at the first and 
second stories. In the roof, a gabled dormer has a 1/1 window and decorative details in the gable. The gable of the dormer juts out above the 
windows and is supported by turned spindles. A gablet projects up at the center of the roof. At the west elevation, a portion of the wall 
projects out and is topped by a gable. The projecting portion is two stories tall with a large 1/1 window with shutters at the first story and a 
smaller 1/1 is at the second story. On the projection (facing north) there is a door that opens to the front porch, as well as a 1/1 above the 
door (and porch) in the second story. Left of the projecting section at the west elevation, there is a 1/1 window at the first story and in the 
roof there is a small shed dormer with a horizontally sliding window. Right of the projection, there is a small porch, but it is obscured. A 
metal awning shades the porch and a 1/1 is above the awning. The garage is attached to the corner of the house. The garage is large, but it 
only has one car door and it is set to the far right (facing north). There are two casement windows to the left of the garage door. The garage 
has a side gable that faces west, with a sliding window also facing west. The east elevation features a projecting gable near the center, with a 
large 1/1 window at the first story and a smaller window at the second story. The attic has been altered to include a modern door with a metal 
fire escape attached to it. Right of the projection, a 1/1 window has shutters at the first and second stories. Left of the projection, the roof is 
lower, with a 1/1 at the first story and a smaller 1/1 at the second story.

 Conservatory (from 1890-96), married while the family was living in the house, and moved to Denver; Arthur graduated from OHS (1891) and 
OC (1896), and became a professor at several different colleges throughout the country. The Laughlins lived at the house until William's
death at home in 1902 following a short illness. After his death his comrades from the Civil War mourned the loss of 'a devoted husband and 
father, this organization one of its most loyal and steadfast comrades, his city, his church, and all who had the pleasure of his acquaintance a 
most genial and devoted friend.' Mrs. M.E. Peck lived in the house with Mayme L. during the year of 1904. L. Wayne Campbell, a clerk, was the 
next occupant of the house. He is listed in the directories as living here from 1908-1910. Mr. Campbell's wife Alice, and daughter Charlotta 
(Oberlin Conservatory 1906-08) also stayed at the residence. Elmer Stevens, the proprietor of the Racket Store moved in by 1916 with his wife 
Frances and children Blanche and Alton. Mr. Stevens bought out Preston Dry Goods store and became a prominent businessman in Oberlin,
eventually becoming the President of the Oberlin Board of Commerce. He was also noted for being fair and honest with his customers.
Blanche Stevens, also an OC graduate, was married at the house September 7, 1921, and became a teacher in Painesville. Mr. Stevens sold 
the Racket Store in 1924 and moved to the South. Mrs. Lillian C. Mann, a widow, was the next listed occupant of the house. She, with her five 
children, lived in the house from 1927-1948. All five graduated from OHS: Inez in '24, Marion in '25, Daisy in '29, Nadia in '31, and James in '33. 
Marion Mann was also an OC '31 grad. Mrs. Mann worked as a stenographer, Daisy worked as a library assistant, James worked as a clerk, 
and Marion worked as the assistant in the office of the Director of Athletics. James Mann served in the Army during WWII and was active in 
Oberlin for the rest of his life. Lillian lived in the house through 1948, and remained in the Oberlin area until her death in 1970. Three families 
are listed in the Oberlin city directories as living in the house by 1956. These were Richard Kratz, a pharmacist at Ives Rexall Drug, his wife 
Josephine, and one child; Virgil Wilson, an inspector for Ridge Tool, his wife Alma, and one child; and Howard Siglin, a district engineer for 
Eutectic Alloys Corporation, his wife Dorothy and three children. In 1961 Robert Cubberly, a salesman, his wife Carol, and their two children 
lived at the house along with Lewis Morgan, a salesman for Oberlin Motors, his wife Edna, and his two children. Kermit Seeley and his wife 
Virginia are listed in the city directories for 1970 as the owners of the house. Mr. Seeley was the proprietor of Seeley's Army and Navy Store. 
Luanne Seeley also lived at the house and worked as a clerk at Hess Pharmacy. Mr. Seeley lived in the house until 1979. Rader Smith owned 
the house from 1991-2005, although he was not a resident.

43. History and Significance (Con't)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

 (1833-1960).' Oberlin College, 1961.; Lorain County Court House, Auditor Property Record, Internet,  
http://www.loraincounty.com/auditor/index.shtml.; Westwood Cemetery Index, located at Oberlin Heritage Center Research Center.; 'Married: 
Braidwood-Laughlin,' The Oberlin News, 7 July, 1899, p. 1, c. 5.; 'Died: Laughlin,' The Oberlin News, 19 August 1902, p.1, c. 5.; 'Reunion of 
Batter E,' The Oberlin News, 3 October 1902, p. 1, c. 4.; 'Preston Sells Out: Stevens, the Racket Store Man, the Purchaser,' The Oberlin News, 
5 April 1911, p. 1, c. 3.; 'Who's who in Oberlin Business: E.A. Stevens,' The Oberlin News, 12 July 1916, p. 1, c. 5.; 'Funeral of Mrs. Laughlin,' 
The Oberlin News, 6 April 1921.; 'Jenkins-Stevens,' The Oberlin News, 14 September 1921, p. 1, c. 6.; 'Stevens Sells Racket Store,' 23 October 
1924, p. 1, c. 1.;

45. Sources (Con't)


