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Bedortha House, Seargent House, Morris House, Oberlin School of Commerce
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Oberlin

124 East College Street

Gothic Revival

1886 c. 1900, also 1960

Modern Movement

Unknown

Unknown

Unknown

Other House

Single Dwelling

Multiple Dwelling, Rooming House

.44

No

Sandstone

Balloon Frame/Western Frame/Platform
Frame

Gable
Steep
Asphalt Shingle
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Wood, Beveled, Wood, Vertical Board,
and Aluminum

Irregular

Additions, Altered
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Multiple Random

No

approx. 45’
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Blodgett, Geo�rey. Oberlin Architecture, College and Town: A Guide to its Social History . Oberlin College, 1985.
O.H.I.O. Resource Center: Oberlin City Directories. Lorain County Courthouse, Auditor Property Records, 2001.
Internet. http://www.loraincounty.com/auditor/index.shtml .  Oberlin Historic Preservation Commission Files. O.H.I.O.
Resource Center Files. Sanborn �re insurance maps. Pat Holsworth, Oberlin Pioneer Database. Oberlin College
Yearbooks, O.H.I.O. Resource Center. Sally Kerr, Interview, 18 December 2002.

41b.Frontage on road 145 ft.

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (see #52)

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features

43. History and Signi�cance

This house was built in 1886, but it is dominated by features characteristic of Gothic Revival houses built two
decades before. The end of the gable faces the street, and two di�erent one-story segments project from the west
side of the house. The larger of these is closer to the street and includes the front door and the stylistic porch with
carved brackets on notched square columns. Most windows and doors are topped with entablature. The two
�rst-�oor windows on the façade have stained glass panes and shed-style wooden-shingled hoods. The main gable
of the house has two very steep gabled wall dormers on each side. The gable ends and wall dormers have vertical
boards cut in a sawtooth pattern. There are chalet-style brackets under the eaves,  (cont.)

This house, built in 1886 for William B. Bedortha, is a rather late example of the Gothic Revival (Blodgett). Bedortha
was the son of an early Oberlin cabinetmaker, and his uncle had signed the Oberlin Covenant in the 1830s (Kerr).
William studied law under Judge John W. Steele (one of Oberlin' s Civil War veterans), passed the bar in 1880, and
became a prominent lawyer and realtor by 1900 (Kerr, Blodgett). Bedortha and his wife Fannie lived here until the
�rst decade of the twentieth century (City Directories). Then the house became a rooming house for college
athletes, and in 1916 most of the residents were suspended  (cont.)

This structure is located on a corner lot in a residential neighborhood.  What appears to be an original sandstone
walkway wraps around the building along the south and west sides.  There is a wooden fence along the western
boundary of the property and a hedgerow runs along the south and east boundaries.  A driveway runs along the
north side of the building.
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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued from page 1)

43. History and Signi�cance (Continued from page 1.)
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52. Historic Outbuildings and Dependencies

Barn Type(s)

53. A�liated OAI Site Number(s)

Archaeological Feature: Observed Expected on Basis of
  Archival Research

Well

Privy

Cistern

Foundation

Structural Rubble

Formal Trash Dump

Other

54. Farmstead Plan

and the gable end has intricately-carved bargeboard and a small lancet window.

for forming a secret society, a scandal that ruined the football team and led to a 128-0 loss to Ohio State (Blodgett). Later that year, banker George W. Morris
moved in and stayed for 40 years (Directories and Blodgett). He and his wife Hattie had a son named William E., who worked as an actor during the late 1930s
(Directories). In the late 1950s, the Oberlin School of Commerce moved in and added a brick classroom wing to the east side of the house in 1960 before
closing down in 1975 (Directories, Blodgett). 

OAI Completed?

51. Condition of Property

Date

Excellent                                         Ruin

Good/Fair                                       Destroyed/Burned

DeterioratedX

 Corn Crib or Shed

Smoke House 

Designed Landscape
Features

Summer Kitchen 

Spring House

Privy

Silo

Ice House

Garage


