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1. No. 2. County 4. Present Name(s)

LOR

3. Location of Negatives O.H...O. Resource Ctr.

|:| Coded

Roll # Exp. # Facing 5. Historic or OtherName(s)
Front 7 34 Rowland House, Gorske House
7 36

6. Specific Address or Location

17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s)

30. Foundation Material

152 East College Street 1892 Sandstone
18. Style or Design High Style 31. Wall Cor?struction
6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number Queen Anne Brick Bearing
0900-086-109-040 18a. Style of Addition or Element(s) Elements |:| 32. Roof:
7. City or Village If Rural, Township & Vicinity Type Gable
Oberlin 19. Architect or Engineer Pitch . Steep )
8. Site Plan with North Arrow Unknown Material _Asphalt Shingle
19a. Design Sources 33. No. Bays Front irregular
< Unknown Side irregular
N . 20. Contractor or Builder 34. Exterior Wall Material(s)

E COLLEGE 3T Unknown

1st fl: Brick, Stretcher or Running Bond,
2nd fl: Wood, Shingle

21. Building Type or Plan

e 25 Gabled Ell 35.Plan Shape
5 Irregular

& i 22. Original Use, if apparent 2 —

oy Single Dwellin 36. Changes (Explain in #42)

a2 — ! 9 9 Additions
9.U.T.M.Reference  Quadrangle Name 23. Present Use

Zone Easting Northing Single Dwelling 37. Window Type(s)
- 1 over 1,5 over 1, and Other
(OO0 T T D froweme [ — ,
S 38. Bldg. Dims. 45X 65
. i Structure " i
|:| Site |:| 25.0wner's Name & Address, if known 39 Endangered? No Explain:
Building |:| Object
11. On National Register ? 12.N.R. Potential ? 40. Chimney Placement
Off Center Within Ridgeline
No No
13. Part of Estb Hist Dist? 14. Dist. Potential ? 26. Property Acreage 38 41a. Distance fromroad  approx. 40’
No Yes 27. Other Surveys in Which Included 41b.Frontage on road 74 ft.
15. Name of Established District (N.R. or Local) No
16. Thematic Association(s) 28.No. of Stories  2and 1/2
Commerce - Drug Store, Manufacturing - Containers 29.Basement? Yes

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features

This impressive Queen Anne house is dominated by the intricate woodwork that decorates its exterior. The house
has a large porch which wraps around its southwest corner. The segment of the porch roof over the house' s entry
has a pediment with a fan design carved in wood on its face. The house' s entry is a set of double doors. The end of
a large gable faces the street, and a cross-gable projects from each side of it. There is a stone belt course between
the first and second floors, which serves as a continuous lintel for all first floor windows. The windows also have
stone lug sills, and the front door has an additional lintel of red stone. The second story of the facade has
elaborately carved wood decorations and windows, and the gable ends have elaborate decorations (cont.)

43. History and Significance

This house was built for druggist Thaddeus H. Rowland, who lived here from 1892 until his death in 1939 (Blodgett,
City Directories). He and his wife, Harriett, had a daughter, Nettie, and a son, Thad Jr., and Harriett stayed in the
family house through 1942. Thad attended the Oberlin College Preparatory School in 1873 and' 74, and then
worked as a tinner before starting the Whitney and Rowland drugstore in 1877. Eventually, he had his own store,
the Rowland Drug Co, at 32 S. Main. He was a Democrat in an overwhelmingly Republican town, and led an effort
to establish a free library (Holsworth). He made his fortune by selling liquor illicitly (cont.)

44, Description of Environment and Outbuildings (see #52)

There is a driveway on the west side of the building that leads to a two-story carriage house. The carriage house
has beveled wood siding and a large wall dormer on the south elevation.

46. Prepared by

H. Petersen, M. Franck, D. Musson, and
O.H.LO. Interns

47.Organization o0, and H.P.C.

48. Date Recorded

45, Sources of Information

Blodgett, Geoffrey. Oberlin Architecture, College and Town: A Guide to its Social History . Oberlin College, 1985.
0O.H.L.O. Resource Center: Oberlin City Directories. Lorain County Courthouse, Auditor Property Records, 2001.
Internet. http://www.loraincounty.com/auditor/index.shtml. Oberlin Historic Preservation Commission Files. O.H.I.O.
Resource Center Files. Sanborn fire insurance maps. Pat Holsworth, Oberlin Pioneer Database. Oberlin College
Yearbooks, O.H.1.O. Resource Center.
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51. Condition of Property

|:| Excellent Eli(uin

Good/Fair Ij)estroyed/Burned

|:| Deteriorated

Date

52. Historic Outbuildings and Dependencies

Barn Type(s)

|:| Corn Crib or Shed |:| Summer Kitchen |:| Silo

Smoke House |:| Spring House

Designed Landscape Priv
Features |:| y

|:| Ice House
|:| Garage

53. Affiliated OAI Site Number(s)

OAIl Completed?

Archaeological Feature: Observed
Well

Privy

Cistern

Foundation
Structural Rubble
Formal Trash Dump

Other

Expected on Basis of
Archival Research

54, Farmstead Plan
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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued from page 1)

on top of vertical board siding. The middle part of the second story fagade is an octagonal bay window, and there are large, shingled corbels to each side of it
to hold up the projecting pediment of the gable end. All of the gable ends have scroll-like finials at their peaks. On the east side, the first floor has a rectangular
bay window with second-floor shingles flaring out to cover it. Beyond that, an octagonal bay window has a cross-gable overhanging it, and beyond that there is
a gabled wall dormer. The cross-gable on the west side has a larger gable extending up behind it, with a round window under the peak and a cornice return at

the bottom. There is also a wall dormer on the west side. The northeast corner of the house has a one-story segment. The second-floor shingle siding flares
out around the whole house to meet the slightly-wider brick first floor. The interior is a lavish example of Victorian craftsmanship, with a beautifully-carved

wooden staircase, and several ornate fireplaces.

43. History and Significance (Continued from page 1.)

in dry Oberlin, and was fondly remembered by those who knew him (Blodgett). Walter and Doris Gorske bought the house in 1956 and stayed through 1961
(Blodgett, Directories). Walter worked for the Halle Bros. Company (Directories).




