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171 East College Street

Dutch Colonial Revival

c. 1902-1908
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Single Dwelling

Single Dwelling
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O.H.I.O. Resource Center: Oberlin City Directories. Lorain County Courthouse, Auditor Property Records, 2001.
Internet. http://www.loraincounty.com/auditor/index.shtml .  Oberlin Historic Preservation Commission Files. O.H.I.O.
Resource Center Files. Sanborn �re insurance maps. Pat Holsworth, Oberlin Pioneer Database. Oberlin College
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41b.Frontage on road 94 ft.

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (see #52)

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features

43. History and Signi�cance

This large Dutch Colonial Revival home is very well preserved. The side of the long gable faces the street, and a
cross-gable projects out from it, with its end facing the street. There is a large porch on the middle and east parts of
the façade, held up by wooden Doric columns. The porch balustrade has turned-wood balusters, and the front door
has sidelights. The gable end of the façade has an oval window with spider-web tracery, and the west end of the
long gable has two very narrow windows under an "eyelid" of shingles. The long gable has one gabled wall dormer
on each side of the cross-gable, and the cross-gable has a gabled wall dormer on both of its sides. The gable ends,
dormers, and steepest segments of gambrel roofs are all sided in wood shingles.

The �rst known residents of this house are Louis Elvero Burgner and his wife, Harriet D., and their children,
Rebecca and Katharine, who called the house "Shadow Lawn" (City Directories). Louis had attended the Oberlin
College Academy from 1893 through 1895 (Holsworth). In addition to serving as a Justice of the Peace, he founded
the Louis E. Burgner Agency in 1898, dealing in insurance and real estate, at 9 S. Main (Tribune, Directories). Helen
Sperry and her brother Paul Gorske bought the agency from Burgner in 1948, and today it is known as the
Sperry-Gorske Agency, at 21 S. Main (Tribune). Louis Burgner stayed  (cont.)

There is a driveway on the west side of the house.
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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued from page 1)

43. History and Signi�cance (Continued from page 1.)
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54. Farmstead Plan

at 171 E. College until his death at the end of 1947, and Harriet stayed through 1956 (Holsworth, Directories). Their younger daughter, Katharine Burgner
Huntley, wrote a memoir of the E. College neighborhood, published in 1980 as The Company of Heaven: A Love Story. Robert (Bob) and Elizabeth (Betty)
Weinstock lived here by 1961 and stayed until 1993.
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