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LOR-1820-211. No. Lorain2. County 4. Present Name(s)

5. Historic or Other Name(s)

Roose House

3. Location of Negatives O.H.I.O.

LO
R-1820-21

1. N
o.

Roll No. Picture No.(s)

3 9,10,11

374 W. College Street

6. Speci�c Address or Location

0900084101021

6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number

Oberlin

7. City or Village If Rural, Township & Vicinity

8. Site Plan with North Arrow

9. U.T.M. Reference

 Quadrangle Name: Oberlin

17  396866 4571915

Zone Easting Northing

10. Classi�cation: Building

11. On National Register?

13. Part of Established Hist. Dist?

15. Other Designation (NR or Local)

16. Thematic Associations:

College, ,

17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s)

1953 1960, 1969

18. Style or Design High Style

ElementsModern Movements,

18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s)

19. Architect or Engineer

Max Ratner

19a. Design Sources

20. Contractor or Builder

Doug Johnson

21. Building Type or Plan

Ranch

22. Original Use, if apparent

Single Dwelling, , ,

23. Present Use

Single Dwelling, ,

24. Ownership Private

25. Owner's Name & Address, if known

26. Property Acreage .49

27. Other Surveys

28. No. of Stories

One story

29. Basement? Yes

30. Foundation Material
Brick bearing

31. Wall Construction

Balloon frame/western frame/pla

32. Roof Type 

Roof Material

Gable

Asphalt shingle

33. No. of Bays 4

34. Exterior Wall Material(s)
Running Stretcher bond

35. Plan Shape Irregular

36. Changes
(Explain in #42)

Yes

37. Window Type(s)
Other,
38. Building Dimensions

39. Endangered?
By What?

40. Chimney Placement

Multiple random

41. Distance from & Frontage on Road
Dist: 40' & Frontage: 100'

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)

43. History and Signi�cance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)

46. Prepared By: Clark, Surovy, Tomazic, Tuohy O.H.I.O./Oberlin Heritage Center47. Organization: 48. Date Recorded: 08/02/2004

45. Sources of Information

374 W
. College Street

Lorain
2. County

4. Present or H
istoric N

am
e(s)

6. Speci�c A
ddress or Location

60' x 80'

 Addition
 Altered
Moved

E: 3 & W: 2Side Bays

This contemporary one story home has been fashioned in the ranch style. The house contains a low-pitched, gabled roof with some  �at sections. 
One of the �at sections creates a carport that extends away from the house on the front elevation. The house has a brick venee r �nish in a 
stretcher bond pattern. The entry on the front elevation is o�-center and �ush with the exterior wall, and several large pict ure windows are located 
on both sides  continued...

This house was built in 1953 (Roose).  The residents at the time were Kenneth D. Roose, an Economics professor at Oberlin Colle ge and president 
of the Oberlin Consumers Co-op, his wife Gretchen B, and their four children. The Roose House was famous for its tennis courts in the backyard 
as even New Jersey governor Robert Meyner played on the courts. (Lothrop) . As of 1961, they were still living here but they ma y have left soon 
after when Kenneth stopped teaching at OC (City Directory). The next  continued...

City Directories, O.H.I.O. Resource Center; 'Hi-O-Hi: 1961' (Oberlin College Yearbook); Lorain County Court House, Auditor Prop erty Record, 
Internet, http://www.loraincounty.com/auditor/index.shtml, Accessed 2004.;'How to Complete the Ohio Historic Inventory,' Ohio H istorical Society, 
Columbus,  continued...

This house is situated on W. College St. and is the eighth house from the intersection of W. College St. and Prospect St. Anoth er building is 
located to the right of the house, which has a shed roof. Three narrow lights are located on the front and there appears to be two skylights in the 
roof. This small building may have historical or architectural signi�cance, therefore has been photographed. The negatives are  located at 
O.H.I.O./Oberlin  continued...



LOR-1820-211. No. Lorain2. County 4. Present Name(s)

5. Historic or Other Name(s)

Roose House

3. Location of Negatives O.H.I.O.

LO
R

-1820-21
1. N

o.

Roll No. Picture No.(s)

3 9,10,11

51. Condition of Property: Excellent 54. Farmstead Plan

52. Historic Outbuildings and Dependencies

53. Affiliated OAI Site Numbers

Single off center

Flush

Lateral axis

Bilateral asymmetry

Door Selection:

Door Position:

Orientation:

Symmetry:

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)

43. History and Significance (Con't)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

45. Sources (Con't)

49. Revised By:

50a. Date Revised:

50b. Reviewed by:

FOR OHPO USE:

RPR Number:

 of the door. Two chimneys are situated on the house with one of them located off-center. The east elevation contains a gable end exterior chimney 
that is situated in the middle of the facade. Two picture windows are located to the left of chimney and each have an awning window placed below 
them. One set of the same arrangement is located on the right corner of the front elevation. From the east elevation, several sections are revealed 
behind the house, which contain several windows of the same arrangement. The house maintains an irregular floor plan and there appears to not be 
a basement. The carport and a lot of foliage obscure the house.

 known resident is Melvin Mortens who was listed in the 1970 City Directory. 

 1992.; McAlester, Virginia and Lee, 'A Field Guide to American Houses,' Alfred K. Knopf Inc., New York, 2000.; Blodgett, Jane.; Lothrop, Richard.;  
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps.; Gordon, Stephen C.; Kirk Roose, former resident.

 Heritage Center. The house is in very good condition and is surrounded by other well-maintained homes.
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