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614/297-2470 SINCE 1885
1. No. 2. County LOR 4. Present Name(s)
3. Location of Negatives O.H...O. Resource D Coded
Roll # Exp. # Facing 5. Historic or OtherName(s)
Front 1 18A S Cerf House; Mabry House; Durfee House; Hawkins House
Rear 1 17A NW
6. Specific Address or Location 17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s) 30. Foundation Material
373 Edgemere Place 1937 Stone
18. Style or Design High Style 31. Wall Construction
6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number Modern Movement: Miesian Concrete Block
09-00-084-110-038 18a. Style of Addition or Element(s) Elements |:| 32. Roof:
7.City or Village If Rural, Township & Vicinity T)./pe Flat
Oberlin 19. Architect or Engineer Pitch . Flat
8. Site Plan with North Arrow William Haskins Brown Material Unknown
- I 19a. Design Sources 33.No. Bays Front >
= Elm Elrn Side 3
N 0. Contractor or Builder 34. Exterior Wall Material(s)
Reamer P Dak J.B. Annable Wood siding-beveled
Edoemesr
E T 21. Building Type or Plan
] House: other 35. Plan Shape
=1 Rectangular
g 22. Original Use, if apparent —
Morgan o 36. Changes (Explain in #42)

Single Dwelling

Altered

9. U.T.M. Reference
Zone Easting

Quadrangle Name 23. Present Use

Northing Single Dwelling

37. Window Type(s)

| | | | | | | |24.0wnership

|:| Public Private

Casement; double-hung;

38. Bldg. Dims. 54 ft. X 44 ft.

10. |:| Site |:| Structure

Building D Object
11. On National Register ? 12.N.R. Potential ?
No No

25. Owner's Name & Address, if known

39 Endangered? No Explain:

40. Chimney Placement

13. Part of Estb Hist Dist? 14. Dist. Potential ? 26. Property Acreage 0.459

41a. Distance from road

No Yes

27. Other Surveys in Which Included
15. Name of Established District (N.R. or Local)

Doud (92)

41b.Frontage on road 44 ft.

16. Thematic Association(s) 28.No. of Stories 2

Education: Private/parochial: Higher 29.Basement? Yes

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features

This two-story house, with a flat roof and wide-wood siding, is an almost perfect rectangular box. In the style of
Modernism, it lacks symmetry. A stone walkway with two sets of small steps is parallel to the house and leads to the
front door with hood. The hood is cantilevered, supported by a west sidewall with house shingles on its outer face, it
ends in a horizontal planter. Two large rectangular window openings are filled with block glass, while all other
windows are small, one-over-one, double-hung and casement. The corner double-hung windows are replacements
circa 1998, originally all windows were metal casement. The rear of the house has a screened porch.

43. History and Significance

In 1937 Oberlin College graduate William Hoskins Brown, who had then received a graduate degree from M.L.T.,
returned to Oberlin and designed this house for violin professor Raymond Cerf (Blodgett). It was built by Oberlin
contractor J.B. Annable for the price of $9,294.82 (Rice). It is Oberlin's first "modern" house, designed for its interior
function. Professor Cerf left Oberlin in 1943 (Blodgett). In 1948 Jennings B. and Verona Mabry, with Jennings B.

Jr, a student, lived in the house. Mr. Mabry was identified as "div. Mgr" (City Directories). Sometime prior to 1956
Mr. Harris and his wife owned the house; they enclosed the second story rear deck, making it (cont.)

44, Description of Environment and Outbuildings (see #52)
Edgemere is a predominately intact, historic, residential neighborhood.

46. Prepared by
M. Fedelchak-Harley; L. Previll

47.Organization o0, and H.P.C.

48. Date Recorded

45, Sources of Information

Lorain County Courthouse: Lorain County tax records. Oberlin Public Library: Oberlin City Directories.

O.H.L.O. Resource Center: Oberlin Historic Preservation Commission Files; Oberlin City Directories; Rice, Andrew
“The House That Jack Built.” Blodgett, Geoffrey. Oberlin Architecture College and Town: A Guide to its Social
History. Oberlin College, 1985. Oberlin College Library: Oberlin City Directories. Jane Blodgett Interview, 12/00.
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49 Revised by

50a. Date Revised
50b. Reviewed by




51. Condition of Property \ OHIO
54. Farmstead Plan P gI(I)SC’Ii(}%%I(CAL
D Excellent D Ruin

SINCE 1885

Bl Good/Fair |:| Destroyed/Burned

Deteriorated
Date

52. Historic Outbuildings and Dependencies

Barn Type(s)

|:| Corn Crib or Shed |:| Summer Kitchen |:| Silo

Smoke House |:| Spring House |:| Ice House
Designed Landscape

i Garage
Features D Privy |:| ¢

53. Affiliated OAI Site Number(s)

OAI Completed?
) Observed Expected on Basis of
Archaeological Feature: Archival Research
Well No No
Privy No No
Cistern No No
Foundation No No
Structural Rubble No No
Formal Trash Dump No No
Other No No

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued from page 1)

43. History and Significance (Continued from page 1.)

part of the house. They used it as a family room. In 1956 Max and Celia Durfee purchased the house (J. Blodgett). The couple were listed as occupants from
1956 through 1961. Max Durfee was identified as "student health services director Oberlin Col" and Celia Durfee was identified as "tchr Prospect School"( City
Directories). During their residence, the Durfees enclosed the back porch (J. Blodgett). Their children Elsa J. ("nurse"), Jonathan and Linda ("students") were

listed as occupants in 1961 (City Directories). In 1968 professor Peter J. Hawkins and Patricia purchased the house (J. Blodgett) and they were listed as
occupants in 1970 (City Directories).

This house is significant for its long association with Oberlin College, both as faculty residence and as the design product of a college graduate. The house
was listed by the City of Oberlin as an Oberlin City Landmark in November of 1997.




