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LOR-1624-211. No. Lorain2. County 4. Present Name(s)

5. Historic or Other Name(s)

Mead House, Gulde House, Alimony Arms

3. Location of Negatives O.H.I.O. Resource Cen

LO
R-1624-21

1. N
o.

Roll No. Picture No.(s)

10 28,29,30

137 Elm Street

6. Speci�c Address or Location

0900-085-108-012

6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number

Oberlin

7. City or Village If Rural, Township & Vicinity

8. Site Plan with North Arrow

9. U.T.M. Reference

 Quadrangle Name: Oberlin

17  397733 4571477

Zone Easting Northing

10. Classi�cation: Building

11. On National Register?

13. Part of Established Hist. Dist?

15. Other Designation (NR or Local)

16. Thematic Associations:

College, Residential,

17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s)

c. 1872 c. 1910, c. 1990

18. Style or Design High Style

ElementsItalianate, Yes

18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s)
Colonial Revival

19. Architect or Engineer

19a. Design Sources

20. Contractor or Builder

21. Building Type or Plan

Other House Type

22. Original Use, if apparent

Single Dwelling, , ,

23. Present Use

Apartment House, ,

24. Ownership Private

25. Owner's Name & Address, if known

26. Property Acreage .28

27. Other Surveys

28. No. of Stories

Three story

29. Basement? Yes

30. Foundation Material
Concrete block

31. Wall Construction

Balloon frame/western frame/pla

32. Roof Type 

Roof Material

Cross gable

Asphalt shingle

33. No. of Bays 3

34. Exterior Wall Material(s)
Aluminum or vinyl siding

35. Plan Shape L-shaped

36. Changes
(Explain in #42)

Yes
Yes

37. Window Type(s)
1 over 1,
38. Building Dimensions

39. Endangered?
By What?

40. Chimney Placement

O� center within roof surface

41. Distance from & Frontage on Road
Approx. 30'

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)

43. History and Signi�cance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)

46. Prepared By: Petersen, T Reeves, M Surovy O.H.I.O.47. Organization: 48. Date Recorded: 08/05/2003

45. Sources of Information

137 Elm
 Street

Lorain
2. County

4. Present or H
istoric N

am
e(s)

6. Speci�c A
ddress or Location

60 x 35

 Addition
 Altered
Moved

IrregularSide Bays

This house appears to have been built in the Italianate style, but has been drastically altered over the years at unknown dates.  Much of the original 
detail has been obscured by the vinyl siding that covers the house, which appears to be c. 1990.  The front porch spans the length of the facade, 
which is recessed to either side of the main entrance.  The porch has a central pediment and is supported by thin Tuscan columns.  On the second 
story,  continued...

This house was built in 1872 for Professor Hiram Mead, a professor of Sacred Rhetoric at Oberlin College, however, his daughter, Alice, who also 
lived here, left a more lasting impression on Oberlin. She married Albert Temple Swing in 1882, and in 1924 'they endowed the Mead-Swing 
Foundation, which ever since has brought distinguished lecturers in science and religion to the campus' (Blodgett 154). In 1883 Professor James 
K. Newton moved into the large house so that he could 'board students who  continued...

Blodgett, Geo�rey. 'Oberlin Architecture, College and Town: A Guide to Social History.' Oberlin College, 1985.; City Directories, O.H.I.O Resource 
Center.; Holsworth, Pat, Oberlin Pioneer Database.; Lorain County Court House, Auditor Property Record, Internet,  http://www.lorain continued...

At the rear of the house is a small carriage house, which looks as though it has been altered very little.  The sides are covered in wood shingles, 
and the hipped roof has four dormers with very steep gables.  The house is bordered on the east by a small paved road and a college building, and 
by a house on the west side of the lot.  Large trees obscure the view of the front facade.
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51. Condition of Property: Good/Fair 54. Farmstead Plan

52. Historic Outbuildings and Dependencies

53. A�liated OAI Site Numbers

Two doors symmetrical

Flush

Gable with two story same height

Bilateral symmetry

Door Selection:

Door Position:

Orientation:

Symmetry:

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)

43. History and Signi�cance (Con't)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

45. Sources (Con't)

49. Revised By:

50a. Date Revised:

50b. Reviewed by:

FOR OHPO USE:

RPR Number:

 smaller porches �ank the projected central portion, and employ the same columns used on the �rst story.  The main entry has a double door with a 
semi-elliptical �lled arch above it.  The front gable has slightly �ared eaves, unlike the side and rear gables.  Both the west and east facades have 
two-story projecting bays with �at roofs.  The west facade has a second story room that juts out from the house; below it is a simply carved bracket 
and pendant.  An iron �re escape has been added to the rear of the house.

 could live together and converse in French and German. Thus Oberlin' s �rst language dorm was born'  (Blodgett 153). From 1891 until 1910, Mrs. 
E.I. Morrison resided in this spacious house. Then in 1927 Mrs. Eva M. Gulde resided here with 30 Oberlin College women and 137 Elm Street was 
known as Gulde House until the 1940s. (Blodgett 154). ' In the 1970s it was converted to college-owned rental apartments whose residents, many of 
them divorced, renamed it Alimony Arms'  (Blodgett 154). 

ncounty.com/auditor/index.shtml, Accessed 2003.; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps.; Gordon, Stephen C., ' How to Complete the Ohio Historic 
Inventory,'  Ohio Historical Society, Columbus. 1992.; McAlester, Virginia and Lee. ' A Field Guide to American Houses.'  Alfred K. Knopf Inc. New 
York. 2000.; ' Alumni Register: Graduates and Former Students, Teaching and Administrative Sta�, (1833-1960).'  Oberlin College, 1961.
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