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OHIO HISTORIC INVENTORY 567 E. Hudson St. Columbus, Ohio 43211 SOCIETY
614/297-2470 SINCE 1885
1. No. 2. County LOR 4. Present Name(s)
3. Location of Negatives O.H...O. Resource D Coded
Roll # Exp. # Facing 5. Historic or OtherName(s)
Front 2 24 SE Wright House; Carter House; Chapin House
Rear 2 25 W
6. Specific Address or Location 17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s) 30. Foundation Material
171 EIm 1880 Brick
18. Style or Design High Style |:| 31. Wall Construction
6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number Vernacular Brick
09-00-085-108-093 18a. Style of Addition or Element(s) Elements 32. Roof:
7. City or Village If Rural, Township & Vicinity Eastlake, Swiss Chalet T)./pe Gable
Oberlin 19. Architect or Engineer TvlltCh o Moderat.e Hinel
8. Site Plan with North Arrow James Hayden Wright, Boston (alterations) aterial Composite Shingle
. 33. No. Bays Front 2
19a. Design Sources
= Side 3
N ] ' College L5 20. Contractor or Builder 34, Exterior Wall Material(s)
-’E_ _Lg,; Red Brick-Running Bond
o S
“ |lgm oo O L2 21. Building Type or Plan
[ BEoOoO —|[ Gabled Ell 35. Plan Shape
Irregular
22. Original Use, if apparent —
35 . . 36. Changes (Explain in #42)
1 Residential A
Some Alteration
9.U.T.M.Reference  Quadrangle Name 23. Present Use
Zone Easting Northing Residential/Domestic 37. Window Type(s)
- Double-hung; Varied
(O O O T T o o — ,
S 38. Bldg. Dims. 35 ft. x 86 ft.
. i Structure 7 :
|:| Site |:| 25.0wner's Name & Address, if known 39 Endangered? No Explain:
Building |:| Object Well Maintained
11. On National Register ? 12.N.R. Potential ? 40. Chimney Placement
No No 1 Central
13. Part of Estb Hist Dist? 14. Dist. Potential ? 26. Property Acreage 328 41a. Distance from road
No Yes 27. Other Surveys in Which Included 41b.Frontage on road 91 ft.

15. Name of Established District (N.R. or Local)

Doud (92)
16. Thematic Association(s) 28.No. of Stories  2and 1/2
Parochial/private education: Higher 29.Basement? Yes

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features

This 1880s vernacular Victorian, gable roof, brick home has Eastlake and Swiss Chalet elements. Double-hung
windows with wood shutters are paired on the first floor front facade and single elsewhere. Stone lintels above
second story windows interrupt a band of brick corbelling. Also, the windows are not uniform in size an placement
around the house. Within the gable ends of the house are fishscale shingles and a row of four double-hung

windows. The west side has a one-story bay with a flat roof and porch railing lending the appearance of a balcony.

43. History and Significance

James N. Wright, a timber merchant from Michigan, began building this house in 1880 (Ganzel), just before his
daughter Harriet Newell Wright entered Oberlin College. From 1888 through 1891, Harriet N. Wright was listed as
an occupant of the house (City Directories). In 1892 she married Howard Handel Carter (Blodgett). Conservatory
Professor Howard H. and Mrs. Harriet H. Carter were listed as occupants from 1894 through 1924 (City Directories).
In 1901 Harriet Wright Carter bought the house for $1.00 (Probate Records). Howard Carter, who taught pianoforte
in the conservatory from 1881 to 1923, (cont.)

44, Description of Environment and Outbuildings (see #52)

Elm Street is a predominately intact mid to late 19th century historic neighborhood. It has, however, experienced
loss of integrity due to demolition at the east end for new construction.

46. Prepared by
M. Fedelchak-Harley; L. Previll; J. Heaton

47.Organization o0, and H.P.C.

48. Date Recorded

45, Sources of Information

1-25-2000

Lorain County Courthouse: Lorain County tax records; Lorain County Probate Records. Oberlin Public Library:
Oberlin City Directories. O.H.l.O. Resource Center: Oberlin Historic Preservation Commission Files; Oberlin City

49 Revised by

Directories; Carol Ganzel Written Report. Blodgett, Geoffrey. Oberlin Architecture College and Town: A Guide to
its Social History . Oberlin College, 1985. Oberlin College Library Special Collections: Oberlin City Directories.

50a. Date Revised
50b. Reviewed by




51. Condition of Property \ OHIO
54. Farmstead Plan P gI(I)SC’Ii(}%%I(CAL
D Excellent D Ruin

SINCE 1885
Bl Good/Fair |:| Destroyed/Burned

Deteriorated
Date

52. Historic Outbuildings and Dependencies

Barn Type(s)

|:| Corn Crib or Shed |:| Summer Kitchen |:| Silo

Smoke House |:| Spring House |:| Ice House
Designed Landscape

i Garage
Features D Privy |:| ¢

53. Affiliated OAI Site Number(s)

OAI Completed?
) . Observed Expected on Basis of
Archaeological Feature: Archival Research
Well No No
Privy No No
Cistern No No
Foundation No No
Structural Rubble No No
Formal Trash Dump No No
Other No No

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued from page 1)

43. History and Significance (Continued from page 1.)

died in September 1930; Harriet Carter died in June 1941 (Ganzel). From 1931 through 1937 Mrs. Carter was listed as sole occupant. In 1942 the house was
identified as vacant. Almon J. and Mildred L. Chapin bought the house from Mrs. Wright's estate in 1942 (Lorain County Courthouse). In 1956 A.J. Chapin,
engineer, at Johnson Furnace, was listed as occupant; and in 1963 A.J. Chapin and wife Mildred were listed as occupants (City Directory). The Chapins made
two additions: the two-car garage was added after 1942, and the west side cement deck was added in the early 1950s (C. Ganzel). Dewey A. and Carol H.
Ganzel bought the house in 1967. Professor Emeritus Dewey Ganzel taught English at Oberlin College from 1958 to 1997; Carol Ganzel was editor of the
Oberlin College Observer from 1980 to 1995. The Ganzels raised the garage roof and made a second story room in 1971 (C. Ganzel).

This house is significant for its long association with college faculty. The house was listed by the City of Oberlin as an Oberlin Historic Landmark in 1978.




