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COMMERCE 30. Foundation Material Structure Type
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17. Date(s) or Period 1/b. Alteration Date(s) 31. Wall Construction
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18. Style Class and Design c. 1953
No academic style - Vernacular 32. Roof Type ) »
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Roof Material
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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)

This vernacular, gabled ell has experienced some notable alterations that give it a Colonial Revival appearance, particularly in the
addition of shutters and vinyl siding. At the front (north) facade, the door sits within the left ell and a small porch, which has a flat roof,
square supports, and simple wood balusters. Concrete steps with metal rails lead up to the porch. The door appears to be original; it is
wood with an oval window and decorative moldings carved on the wood below the window. In the first floor of the gabled portion, two
pairs of tall, historic windows open in like casement windows; each has two horizontal muntins. Two 2/2 double hung windows are at the
second story. All windows in the gabled portion have slight pediments above them, which appears to be an original feature. All of the
windows at this elevation have shutters. Right of the gabled portion, in another ell, a door is situated under a slight recess. The
wood-floor porch has a square support. The door is historic; it is wood with two arched windows side-by-side in the upper half, and filled
panels below. Above the door, and not recessed, a 2/2 double hung window has shutters. An continued...
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43. History and Significance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

According to city directory research, this house was built circa 1877. The first occupants on record were Patrick Richard Tobin and O. H.
Franks, a carpenter, in 1877. Franks was only listed once and the house became a Tobin family home. Patrick was born in Ireland in 1834
and immigrated to the United States in 1852. He married Margaret (b. 1839 in Ireland, immigrated in 1849) and they had seven children.
William M. (1863-1944), Charles (1866-1922), Minerva (1868-1926), Maud Elizabeth (1872-1941), Frank Wallace (1874-1948), Martha LaMoore
(1877-1920), and Harry (1883-1959) were all buried in Westwood Cemetery. Patrick became the owner of a saddle and harness factory in
Oberlin in 1865. In 1913 he sold the store to A. H. West and was buried in Westwood in 1917. Their son William M. continued...

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)
A detached garage, which the Lorain County Auditor's website states was added in 1953, has a north-facing gable, two car doors, and
wood clapboard siding. This house is located on a quiet, residential street.

45. Sources of Information

O-High Alumni, Internet, http://www.oberlin-high.org, Accessed January 2008.; City Directories, Oberlin Heritage Center Resource Center.;
Holsworth, Pat, Oberlin Pioneer Database.; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps.; Gordon, Stephen C., '"How to Complete the Ohio Historic
Inventory,' Ohio Historical Society, Columbus. 1992.; McAlester, Virginia and Lee. ‘A Field Guide to American Houses.' Alfred K. Knopf Inc.
New York. 2000.; 'Alumni Register: Graduates and Former Students, Teaching and Administrative continued...
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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)

exterior chimney is featured at the far left side of the west elevation. At the center of the elevation, in the west-facing gabled portion, the
second story juts out farther than the first story. At both stories, 2/2 double hung windows have shutters. Two one-story additions are
visible at the rear. The southern-most addition is slightly smaller than the other addition, and it has a south-facing gable with a chimney at
the south elevation as well. The addition appears to have at least one door or window facing west, however, this is obscured. At the east
elevation, in the ell, there is no second story; the first story has a flat roof, which is connected to the porch. This small extension of the
porch has a window with one vertical muntin. Above the porch, at the main body of the house, there is a 2/2 double hung window. In the
gabled portion of the east elevation, a 2/2 double hung window is at the left side of the first story, and the second story has two windows;
the right window has a vertical mullion and the left window is a 2/2 double hung window. At the rear, one-story addition, the details are
obscured by trees, however a window is visible. All windows at the east elevation have shutters.

43. History and Significance (Con't)

attended the Oberlin College Preparatory school from 1881-1882, married Martha Smith, and worked as a merchant. Charles graduated
from Oberlin High School in 1883 and went on to the Oberlin College Conservatory until 1889. Minerva graduated from Oberlin High School
in 1887 and attended Oberlin College and studied literature. Later, she became a teacher in both Oberlin and Cleveland. Maud E. graduated
from Oberlin High School in 1890 and attended the Conservatory from 1892-1896. Frank W. married Mable Elizabeth Browning and owned
Tobin's Drug Store in Oberlin. They had a son named Frank W. Tobin Jr. Frank Sr. was very active in the community as a board member of
the Oberlin Bank Company, Exchange Club President, and was appointed College purchasing agent and financial director of dormitories
and boarding halls, among other things. Martha attended Oberlin College from 1894-1899 and became a teacher. Harry was a real estate
operator. The house was listed under Harold A. Tobin from 1933 through 1942. Harold Tobin and his wife Martha are listed as retiring at this
residence in 1956. The home may have been vacant before this, but records are not definite. In 1961, Simon Barenbaum became the owner
of this address with his wife Ruth S. Simon was a French professor at Oberlin College and published an article titled, 'Le Coin du
Pedagogue' in the French Review in 1967. Professor Barenbaum and his wife lived here through 1970. The next known occupants and
current owners as of 1991 are librarians Thomas J. Hinders and Mary Worthington.

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

45, Sources (Con't)

Staff, (1833-1960).' Oberlin College, 1961.; Lorain County Court House, Auditor Property Record, Internet,
http://www.loraincounty.com/auditor/index.shtml, Accessed 2008.; 'Elected to Board of Oberlin Bank Co,' Oberlin News, 9 April 1907, p. 1;
'Elected Exchange Club President,' Oberlin News, 1 October 1925, p. 1; 'Appointed College purchasing agent and financial director of
dormitories, boarding halls," Oberlin News, 30 May 1929, p. 1.




