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1.No. LOR-1640-21 2.County Lorain 4. Present Name(s) 6;
3. Location of Negatives (Q.H.l.O. Resource Cen gp
N
o
Roll No. Picture No.(s) 5. Historic or Other Name(s) N
7 29,30 A.G. Comings House
6. Specific Address or Location 16. Thematic Associations: 28. No. of Stories —N
249 Elm Street COMMERCE, Temperance, Governmental Admin Two and a half story g'g
17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s) 29.Basement? Yes SE’

6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number
0900-085-103-006

7.City or Village If Rural, Township & Vicinity

Oberlin

30. Foundation Material
Concrete block

c. 1897
18. Style or Design High Style
Queen Anne, Elements

8. Site Plan with North Arrow

00000 o] pOfodol
Elm 5t.

18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s)

31. Wall Construction
Balloon frame/western frame/pla

19. Architect or Engineer

32.Roof Type Hip
Roof Material Slate

33.No.of Bays 3
Side Bays Irregular

34. Exterior Wall Material(s)
Clapboard or weatherboard

35. Plan Shape Rectangular

36. Changes Addition
(Explain in #42) Altered
Moved

|:| - |:||:| DD I |:| oo |:| - L_l 19a. Design Sources
O EE - II\ 20. Contractor or Builder
HE
I-I:I = — h 21. Building Type or Plan
Other House Type
9. U.T.M. Reference 22. Original Use, if apparent
Quadrangle Name:  Oberlin Single Dwelling, , ,
17 397292 4571497 23. Present Use
Zone Easting Northing Single Dwelling, ,

37. Window Type(s)
1overl,

10. Classification: Building

24.Ownership Private

38. Building Dimensions
unknown

11. On National Register?

13. Part of Established Hist. Dist?

25. Owner's Name & Address, if known

39. Endangered?
By What?

15. Other Designation (NR or Local)

26. Property Acreage .30

40. Chimney Placement
Multiple random

27. Other Surveys

41. Distance from & Frontage on Road
Approx. 30'

(S)aweN dLOISIH 10 1Uasald b

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)

This Queen Anne has a porch that runs the length of the front facade and wraps around part of the east facade. The porch supports display spindle
work and the center is marked by a pediment. Doors are located within the porch, on the front and side elevations. A gable located on the front
elevation and porch pediment has decorative wood carved in square patterns. The gable windows have sixteen panels. A second-story sleeping

porch, with a continued...

43. History and Significance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

The first recorded residents of this house were Andrew Gordon Comings & his family in 1897, although one account claims the house was built in
1890 (Palencar). The Comings family lived on W College until 1897, which probably makes the date of 1890 slightly inaccurate (City Directory).
Andrew was well known locally for the bookstore he owned, Comings Book Store, located at 37 W College (City Directory). In addition to books, the

store also sold stationary & wallpaper (City Directory). He also continued...

44, Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)

The house has a detached garage and is located amid several well-maintained homes and rentals.

45. Sources of Information

Blodgett, Geoffrey, 'Oberlin Architecture, College and Town: A Guide to Social History,' Oberlin College, 1985.; City Directories, O.H.l.O Resource
Center.; Holsworth, Pat, Oberlin Pioneer Database.; Lorain County Court House, Auditor Property Record, Internet, http://www.lorainc continued...

46. Prepared By: Petersen, T Reeves, M Surovy

47.Organization: O.H.L.O.

48. Date Recorded: 08/19/2003
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1.No. LOR-1640-21 |2 County Lorain 4. Present Name(s) o ;

3. Location of Negatives  O,H.|.0. Resource Cen gp
x
o

Roll No. Picture No.(s) 5. Historic or Other Name(s) N

7 29,30 A.G. Comings House

51. Condition of Property: Excellent 54. Farmstead Plan

52. Historic Outbuildings and Dependencies

53. Affiliated OAI Site Numbers

Door Selection: Single off center
Door Position:  Flush
Orientation: Other

Symmetry: Bilateral asymmetry

FOR OHPO USE:
49. Revised By:

50a. Date Revised:

50b. Reviewed by:

RPR Number:

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)

square column, is located in the northeast corner of the house. The east elevation has a variety of window shapes and sizes, including one with a
filled-in fanlight above it, on the first story. The east gable has shingles and fifteen-over-one windows. A small porch is located at the rear of the
house on the south elevation. The west elevation has a very small porch on the second story, with no door access to it. It is supported by a spindle
column with a pendant and brackets below. The west gable has the square block and shingle design employed in each of the other gables. It also
has an intricate window, made up of one central, rectangular window, surrounded by two quarter-circle windows. The Robertson family, who lived
here from 1945-52 painted the dark interior woodwork white and removed a stained glass window, which was donated to the A.M.E. Methodist
Church (Robertson).

43. History and Significance (Con't)

held the post of mayor, ran for the Republican nomination of Ohio secretary of state, & took photos for many of the postcards of Oberlin (Palencar).
Andrew was present at the formation of the Oberlin Temperance Alliance, on the school board, was V-P & helped incorporate the Oberlin Telephone
Company, on the Oberlin Cinder Path Assoc. Committee, Secretary of the McKinley Club, a town warden & councilman, & incorporator of the
franchise for steam heat in Oberlin, the Oberlin Electric & Heating Plant (Holsworth). He lived here over 30 years, until 1916 or 1927 with his wife,
Emelie Jane (Royce) & his children: Charles Royce & Harriet' Hattie' Adell (City Directory, Holsworth). Emelie & Charles attended OHS & the college
Conservatory; Andrew attended OC Preparatory Academy (Holsworth). Emelie was a member of First Church, president of the WCTU, & member of
Oberlin Sorosis Club (Oberlin News). Other occupants who lived with the Comings family include Andrew Clinton Comings, Andrew Gordon' s father,
who was listed at this address in 1897;in1899, a woman named Mary Logan; (cont...)

44, Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

45, Sources (Con't)

county.com/auditor/index.shtml, Accessed 2003.; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps.; Gordon, Stephen C.," How to Complete the Ohio Historic Inventory,’
Ohio Historical Society, Columbus, 1992.; McAlester, Virginia and Lee, ' A Field Guide to American Houses,' Alfred K. Knopf Inc., New York, 2000.;

' Alumni Register: Graduates and Former Students, Teaching and Administrative Staff, (1833-1960),' Oberlin College, 1961." Elizabeth Lea Comings
chosen, vice president Oberlin League of Women Voters,' ' Oberlin News," 1 October 1925:1.;' Charles R. Comings, elected vice regent, Ohio Royal
Arcanum," ' Oberlin News," 21 May 1925:7.;"' Charles R. Comings, board member, new Lorain County,' ' Oberlin News,' 16 April 1919:6.;' Charles Lea
Comings Obituary,’ ' Oberlin News-Tribune,' 16 March 1998:2.;' Many at Services for C.R. Comings,' ' Oberlin News-Tribune, 26 July 1945:1."' Wife of
Bookstore Founder, Mrs. [Emelie (Rovce)l Cominas, Dies at 97,' ' Oberlin News-Tribune, 6 Auaust 1953: 1.; (cont...)
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