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LOR-1661-211. No. Lorain2. County 4. Present Name(s)

5. Historic or Other Name(s)

Williams-Worcester-Wood- House

3. Location of Negatives O.H.I.O.

LO
R-1661-21

1. N
o.

Roll No. Picture No.(s)

2; 3 25; 2, 3

271 Elm Street

6. Speci�c Address or Location

0900085103003

6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number

Oberlin

7. City or Village If Rural, Township & Vicinity

8. Site Plan with North Arrow

9. U.T.M. Reference

 Quadrangle Name: Oberlin

17  397237 4571720

Zone Easting Northing

10. Classi�cation: Building

11. On National Register?

13. Part of Established Hist. Dist?

15. Other Designation (NR or Local)

16. Thematic Associations:

Architect/Engineer Related, Music,

17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s)

1893-1894 1993

18. Style or Design High Style

ElementsNo academic style - Vernacular,

18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s)

19. Architect or Engineer

Lyman Beacher Williams

19a. Design Sources

20. Contractor or Builder

Lyman Beacher Williams

21. Building Type or Plan

Gabled Ell

22. Original Use, if apparent

Single Dwelling, , ,

23. Present Use

Single Dwelling, ,

24. Ownership Private

25. Owner's Name & Address, if known

26. Property Acreage .34

27. Other Surveys

28. No. of Stories

Two story

29. Basement? Yes

30. Foundation Material
Stone bearing

31. Wall Construction

Balloon frame/western frame/pla

32. Roof Type 

Roof Material

Cross gable

Asphalt shingle

33. No. of Bays irregular (irr.)

34. Exterior Wall Material(s)
Wood shingles

35. Plan Shape Rectangular

36. Changes
(Explain in #42)

Yes
Yes

37. Window Type(s)
1 over 1, Other
38. Building Dimensions

39. Endangered?
By What?

40. Chimney Placement

O� center within ridgeline

41. Distance from & Frontage on Road
Dist: 15' & Frontage: 89'

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)

43. History and Signi�cance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)

46. Prepared By: Clark, Surovy, Tomazic, Tuohy O.H.I.O./ Oberlin Heritage Center47. Organization: 48. Date Recorded: 08/06/2004

45. Sources of Information

271 Elm
 Street

Lorain
2. County

4. Present or H
istoric N

am
e(s)

6. Speci�c A
ddress or Location

21' x 46'

 Addition
 Altered
Moved

E & W: irr.Side Bays

This altered, vernacular house has a corner porch with spindle supports located on northwest corner. Two sets of stone steps wi th metal railings 
from the north and west elevations lead up to the wood porch that has a wood lattice covering the bottom of it. The door on the porch is located on 
the west elevation. Wood bands separate the �rst and second stories of the house as vinyl siding covers the bottom half and wood shingles are 
located on the  continued...

This house was built in 1893 or early 1894 by Lyman Beacher Williams, a local architect, contractor, and builder, for himself and his second wife, 
Henrietta (Nettie) Wilhelmina Rick Williams. His �rst wife, Minnie Edwards had died in 1886, leaving him to take care of their  daughter Fannie 
Edwards. Lyman and Nettie, together had a total of seven sons, Cranston, Arthur, Joel, Paul, Vernon, and Oliver and Donald who died during 
infancy. During the early 20th century (1907-1908 at least) he had an  continued...

City Directories, O.H.I.O. Resource Center.; Hi-O-Hi, Oberlin College; 1948, 1955.; Holsworth, Pat, Oberlin Pioneer Database.; Lorain County Court 
House, Auditor Property Record, Internet, http://www.loraincounty.com/auditor/index.shtml, Accessed 2004.; 'Oberlin Conservator y News:  Fall 
1999;  continued...

This house is in excellent condition and is located on a residential street. A two-car garage is located in the rear of the property. The roof over the 
right garage bay is steeply pitched and a story taller than the left bay, which has a small slightly pitched roof.
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51. Condition of Property: Excellent 54. Farmstead Plan

52. Historic Outbuildings and Dependencies

53. Affiliated OAI Site Numbers

Other

Flush

Gable with two story same height

Bilateral asymmetry

Door Selection:

Door Position:

Orientation:

Symmetry:

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)

43. History and Significance (Con't)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

Garage

45. Sources (Con't)

49. Revised By:

50a. Date Revised:

50b. Reviewed by:

FOR OHPO USE:

RPR Number:

 top half. A front facing gable is situated on the front elevation. Two, one-over one windows appear in the second story, one window on the first story 
and one window situated between the first and second stories, to the right of the other windows. A window is also located in the front porch area. Two 
more gabled roof section are located on the west elevation that contains one-over-one windows arranged in several layouts throughout the elevation. 
A small one-over-one window is located in the front gabled section in an attic area. A small covered porch reached by stone steps is located towards 
the rear of the elevation. The east elevation also has two gabled sections that construct the cross gabled roof. The front gabled section has a bay 
window below it on the first story. Shaped wood shingles are located in the top portion of this gabled section. Windows arranged in several layouts 
are also located on the east elevation, mainly in the gabled areas. Another window located between the first and second stories is also situated on 
this elevation. The rear gabled section has a small, one story projecting gable section that has several windows and appears to be an enclosed porch 
area as it is reached by steps and entered by sliding doors. The windows on this section appear to be replacement windows as some of the windows 
on the other elevations also seem to be replacement windows. Small sliding windows are located throughout the elevations in the sandstone 
foundation. A brick chimney is situated in the front facing gabled section, which appears to have originally been a hipped roof. The rear sections have 
been added onto the house and the porches have been altered from their original forms (Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps). The current owners, the 
W d' dd d th l dditi t th th d h d i i it t fit i ith th ld t Th dditi fi i h d i 1993 h d d

 office on the second floor of 15 S. Main. In 1907 his business is listed as Williams & Wilson, but at other times it is listed as Lyman B. Williams 
operating from 271 Elm. In 1943, Lyman died in his home, and Nettie continued to live in this house until she sold it to Herman L. and Nina R. 
Worcester in 1945. Herman was retired a carpenter and farmer, and it appears that they rented a portion of the home to college personnel. Arthur 
and Nancy Dann boarded here in 1948 (City Directories, Holsworth). Arthur, at the time, was an assistant Professor of Piano at the Conservatory 
(Hi-O-Hi 1948), who today has an award named in his honor which provides one student per year with funding to perform concerts outside of Oberlin 
(Oberlin Conservatory News). Around 1956, Lois Fisher, a voice instructor at the Conservatory, boarded here (Hi-O-Hi 1955). Ruth T. Forsythe, a 
future Secretary to the President of Oberlin College, first moved in around 1961 (University of Washington Library). In 1970, the directories list Ruth 
as living at 271+ Elm. Nina had died and Herman continued to live in the house until his health began to fail and he sold the house and moved in with 

 Accolades,' Internet, http://www.oberlin.edu/con/connews/fall99/accolades2.html, Accessed 2004.; University of Washington Library, Internet, 
http://www.lib.washington.edu/exhibits/harmony/interrupted_lives/text/ruth.html, Accessed 2004.;'How to Complete the Ohio Historic Inventory,' Ohio 
Historical Society, Columbus, 1992.; McAlester, Virginia and Lee, 'A Field Guide to American Houses,' Alfred K. Knopf Inc., New York, 2000.; 
Richards, Prue.; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps.; Gordon, Stephen C.
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