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Lorain County Courthouse:  Lorain County tax records.  Oberlin Public Library:  Oberlin City Directories.  O.H.I.O.
Resource Center:  Oberlin HPC Files; Oberlin City Directories; Hi-O-Hi Yearbooks.  Blodgett, Geo�rey. Oberlin
Architecture College and Town: A Guide to its Social History . Oberlin College, 1985.  Oberlin College Library
Special Collections:  Oberlin City Directories. Oberlin News-Tribune , February 29, 2000.

Well Maintained 

41b.Frontage on road 99 ft. 

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (see #52)

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features

43. History and Signi�cance

This 1876 Italianate Style house has a prominent square tower rising above the front door with an octagonal crown
and paired brackets under the eaves.   The front porch has a box cornice, square and turned porch posts and
turned balusters.  Panels of iron fretwork further the detailing of the front doors as does an arched transom window
directly above.  Second �oor paired windows along the front façade are capped with a hood supported by decorative
brackets.  More decorative paired brackets ornament the front and side roo�ines and a small oculus is cut into the
west end gable. The west façade also has a three-window bay with low-pitched roof and bracketed corners.  A
carriage (cont.)

This house was built for Edward P. Johnson, a dry goods merchant and brother to Albert Johnson who built the
Queen Anne in�uenced house on South Professor (Blodgett).   E.P. Johnson and Mrs. Belle Johnson were listed as
occupants from 1883 through 1914.  In 1916 the house was listed as the “Forest Place School for Girls” with Miss
Eleanor Williams identi�ed as occupant.  In 1920 Mrs. Bell Johnson was listed as sole occupant (City Directories).
In 1928 through 1931 the house was identi�ed as a college boarding house named Tower House (Hi-O-Hi), with T.
Walker Thomas (cont.)

This residential block of Forest Street has well maintained 19th century homes on the south side of the street.  On
the north side the college has demolished some homes for construction of dormitories.
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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued from page 1)

43. History and Significance (Continued from page 1.)
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52. Historic Outbuildings and Dependencies
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54. Farmstead Plan

barn behind the house has been demolished.  Decorative interior millwork is ash with black walnut detail,  it has been carefully restored by Oberlin craftsman
Doren Harley.  Intricate patterned flooring is a mixture of hardwoods.  A new addition on the east conforms to the character of the house.  The addition was
completed in 1999 at a cost of $15,000.

listed as occupant (City Directories).  Mr. T.W. Thomas was listed as occupant and identified as custodian and janitor through 1942 (City Directories).  Today it
has undergone careful renovation under the direction of two members of the college faculty.

This house is significant for its long association with a leading merchant and for its subsequent association with the college, through student housing and
faculty housing.   This house was listed by the City of Oberlin as an Oberlin Historic Landmark in January of 1999.
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