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614/297-2470 SINCE 1885
1. No. 2. County LOR 4. Present Name(s)
3. Location of Negatives O.H...O. Resource D Coded
Roll # Exp.#  Facing 5. Historic or OtherName(s)
Front 2 19 S Edward Johnson House; Forest Place School for Girls; Tower House; Walker House
Rear 2 10 N
6. Specific Address or Location 17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s) 30. Foundation Material
111 Forest 1876 Stone
18. Style or Design High Style 31. Wall Construction
6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number Italianate Wood Frame
09-00-085-109-015 18a. Style of Addition or Element(s) Elements |:| 32. Roof:
7. City or Village If Rural, Township & Vicinity T)./pe Gable
Oberlin 19. Architect or Engineer Pitch . Moderat.e )
8. Site Plan with North Arrow Material Composite Shingle
19a. Design Sources 33.No. Bays Front 3
= L Side 5
N D0. Contractor or Builder 34. Exterior Wall Material(s)
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Clapboard

21. Building Type or Plan
Gabled Ell

35. Plan Shape
Rectangular

22. Original Use, if apparent
Residential

36. Changes (Explain in #42)
Some Alteration

9. U.T.M. Reference
Zone

Quadrangle Name

Easting Northing

23. Present Use
Residential

37. Window Type(s)

24. Ownership

|:| Public Private

|:| Site
Building

|:| Structure
|:| Object

Double-hung; 1 over 1

38. Bldg. Dims. 32 ft. x 60 ft.

25. Owner's Name & Address, if known

11. On National Register ? 12.N.R. Potential ?

39 Endangered?
Well Maintained

No Explain:

40. Chimney Placement
2 Off-center along ridgeline

No No
13. Part of Estb Hist Dist? 14. Dist. Potential ?
No Yes

26. Property Acreage 455

41a. Distance from road

27. Other Surveys in Which Included

15. Name of Established District (N.R. or Local)

41b.Frontage on road 99 ft.

16. Thematic Association(s)
Commerce & Parochial/private education: Higher

N L ]

Doud (92)
28.No. of Stories 2 &1/2
29.Basement? Yes

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features

This 1876 Italianate Style house has a prominent square tower rising above the front door with an octagonal crown
and paired brackets under the eaves. The front porch has a box cornice, square and turned porch posts and

turned balusters. Panels of iron fretwork further the detailing of the front doors as does an arched transom window
directly above. Second floor paired windows along the front facade are capped with a hood supported by decorative
brackets. More decorative paired brackets ornament the front and side rooflines and a small oculus is cut into the
west end gable. The west facade also has a three-window bay with low-pitched roof and bracketed corners. A

carriage (cont.)

43. History and Significance

This house was built for Edward P. Johnson, a dry goods merchant and brother to Albert Johnson who built the
Queen Anne influenced house on South Professor (Blodgett). E.P.Johnson and Mrs. Belle Johnson were listed as
occupants from 1883 through 1914. In 1916 the house was listed as the “Forest Place School for Girls” with Miss
Eleanor Williams identified as occupant. In 1920 Mrs. Bell Johnson was listed as sole occupant (City Directories).
In 1928 through 1931 the house was identified as a college boarding house named Tower House (Hi-O-Hi), with T.

Walker Thomas (cont.)

44, Description of Environment and Outbuildings (see #52)

This residential block of Forest Street has well maintained 19th century homes on the south side of the street. On
the north side the college has demolished some homes for construction of dormitories.

M. Fedelchak-Harley; L. Previll; J. Heaton

47.Organization o0, and H.P.C.

48. Date Recorded

45, Sources of Information

Lorain County Courthouse: Lorain County tax records. Oberlin Public Library: Oberlin City Directories. O.H.I.O.

Resource Center: Oberlin HPC Files; Oberlin City Directories; Hi-O-Hi Yearbooks. Blodgett, Geoffrey.

Architecture College and Town: A Guide to its Social History

Special Collections: Oberlin City Directories.

Oberlin

1-30-2000

49 Revised by

. Oberlin College, 1985. Oberlin College Library
Oberlin News-Tribune , February 29, 2000.

50a. Date Revised
50b. Reviewed by




51. Condition of Property \ OHIO
54. Farmstead Plan P gI(I)SC’Ii(}%%I(CAL
@ Excellent D Ruin
SINCE 1885

|:| Good/Fair |:| Destroyed/Burned

Deteriorated
Date

52. Historic Outbuildings and Dependencies

Barn Type(s)

|:| Corn Crib or Shed |:| Summer Kitchen |:| Silo

Smoke House |:| Spring House |:| Ice House
Designed Landscape

i Garage
Features D Privy |:| ¢

53. Affiliated OAI Site Number(s)

OAI Completed?
) Observed Expected on Basis of
Archaeological Feature: Archival Research
Well No No
Privy No No
Cistern No No
Foundation No No
Structural Rubble No No
Formal Trash Dump No No
Other No No

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued from page 1)

barn behind the house has been demolished. Decorative interior millwork is ash with black walnut detail, it has been carefully restored by Oberlin craftsman
Doren Harley. Intricate patterned flooring is a mixture of hardwoods. A new addition on the east conforms to the character of the house. The addition was
completed in 1999 at a cost of $15,000.

43. History and Significance (Continued from page 1.)

listed as occupant (City Directories). Mr. T.W. Thomas was listed as occupant and identified as custodian and janitor through 1942 (City Directories). Today it
has undergone careful renovation under the direction of two members of the college faculty.

This house is significant for its long association with a leading merchant and for its subsequent association with the college, through student housing and
faculty housing. This house was listed by the City of Oberlin as an Oberlin Historic Landmark in January of 1999.




