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5. Historic or Other Name(s) Lord-Saunders House
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126 Forest
6. Specific Address or Location

0900085108106
6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number

Oberlin
7. City or Village

9. U.T.M. Reference
 Quadrangle Name: Oberlin
17   397654  4571315
Zone Easting Northing

10. Classification: Building
11. On National Register? NO

13. Part of Established Hist. Dist? NO
15. Other Designation (NR or Local)

16. Thematic Associations:

17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s)
1968
18. Style Class and Design

18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s)

19. Architect or Engineer
Moore and Hutchins

19a. Design Sources

20. Contractor or Builder

21. Building Type or Plan
Other Building Type
22. Original Use, if apparent

24. Ownership Private
25. Owner's Name & Address, if known

26. Property Acreage
27. Other Surveys

28. No. of Stories
Two story
29. Basement? Yes
30. Foundation Material
Poured concrete
31. Wall Construction
Metal/steel frame

32. Roof Type 

Roof Material
Gable

Built-up (tar paper, membrane, graveled)
33. No. of Bays 10
34. Exterior Wall Material(s)

Brick

35. Plan Shape

36. Changes associated with 17/17b Dates:

37. Window Type(s)
1 over 1

38. Building Dimensions

39. Endangered? NO
By What?

40. Chimney Placement
Gable end, exterior
41. Distance from & Frontage on Road

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)

46. Prepared By:  Laurie :dedroceR etaD .84:noitazinagrO .74
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23. Present Use
Dormitory

College
African American

Dominant Modern Movements

Dormitory

Oberlin College

Board and batten

Original/Most significant construct17.
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43. History and Significance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)

45. Sources of Information

2.17
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40' approx

This brick building is among several 'Contemporary' style (as identified by Virginia & Lee McAlester) campus dormitories constructed in 
1968 & designed by architects Moore & Hutchins. The L-shaped building forms part of the south & west boundaries of a large grassy 
quadrangle. It includes 2 2-story wings (Lord & Saunders) with student rooms linked by a 1-story section including lounges, kitchens, & a 
cafeteria. A wide frieze extends all the way around the building. Facing Forest Street, the main/south facade of Lord has three main 
sections: a 2-story section on the right, which contains student rooms, a 1-story section with a west-facing gable roof on the left, which 
contains a lounge, & an entry with a shorter, 1-story flat roof which links the 2. The 2-story section is both wider & longer than the other 
sections, & thus projects further forward. It has large brick portions at each corner with one window in each story; these flank 6 recessed 
bays of board & batten, each bay also has a window in each story, separated by 5 brick piers lined with cement. All windows in the 2-story 
section are replaced 1/1 double hung windows. The roof of this section is mostly  continued...

This building was designed by architects Moore & Hutchins of New York in 1968 as part of a group of program house buildings. Colorful
murals adorn the walls of this L-shaped modern brick building overlooking the campus' south bowl. The concept of an African Heritage
program living space at Oberlin began in 1969, with male students allocated space in Talcott Hall and females interested in exploring African 
heritage given space in Baldwin Cottage. In 1972, the house and program moved to its present site at the building that has since been 
geared to students who want to increase understanding and awareness of African, African-American and Afrikan-Caribbean culture,
traditions and issues. Many call it 'The House.' The residence is meant to be 'a source of inspiration for black Americans,' said  continued...

This dormitory complex forms part of the south and west boundaries of a large grassy quadrangle, which is enclosed on its other sides by a 
large dormitory and another dormitory complex. It faces a residential street without much traffic to its south. Brick walls and garden boxes 
garnish the lot.

City Directories, O.H.I.O Resource Center.; Holsworth, Pat, Oberlin Pioneer Database.;  Gordon, Stephen C., 'How to Complete the Ohio 
Historic Inventory,' Ohio Historical Society, Columbus. 1992.; McAlester, Virginia and Lee. 'A Field Guide to American Houses.' Alfred K. 
Knopf Inc. New York. 2000.; Lorain County Court House, Auditor Property Record, Internet,  
http://www.loraincounty.com/auditor/index.shtml, Accessed 2005.; 'Afrikan Heritage House,' Oberlin College Online, ht continued...
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54. Farmstead Plan :
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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)
 flat, but slopes upward to form a small side gable in the center. To the left of the two-story section is the entry, recessed beneath a low, flat 
roof & includes a metal & glass door framed by windows. The entry connects the 2-story section to a 1-story section with a large ribbon of 
windows, some casements, with prominent metal muntins that extends from the ground to the roof. Slightly set back, a south-facing gable 
contains an exterior chimney, with 2 decorative absences of brick, creating the appearance of brick 'pillars' supporting a hood. At the 
extreme left of the south elevation, the 1-story connecting sections of the building are set back behind a parking lot. A concrete stoop leads 
to plain double doors with a filled panel transom above. A 2nd identical chimney appears set back in the center of this section's flat roof. The 
east elevation of Lord contains the 2-story section with student rooms, the roof of which is flat on the outside & slopes to a low-pitched gable 
in the center. Facing east beneath the flat part of the roof are brick portions on the outside with windows in each story. Between these, brick 
& board & batten sections, a door at the lower right, is flanked by a pattern of alternating filled panels, square hopper windows, & taller 
textured glass windows which extends from the ground to the roofline of the gable. Still facing east, set much farther back forming the west, 
rather than the south, boundary of the grassy quad, are the 1-story connecting sections containing lounges, etc., on the left, & Saunders, 
which has 2 stories with student rooms, on the right. The connecting section at the extreme left includes a south-facing gable; its eastern 
elevation has 4 bays, each containing a large window with 9 lights - 8 lights, 2 of which are casement windows, surrounding a large central 
square. To the right of this, another connecting section has a lower, flat roof. It too has 4 bays with similar 9-lighted windows, but they are 
separated by 3 brick piers. Another entry, framed by board & batten siding has a transom above & is recessed to the right of these windows. 
A single board & batten bay capped by a brick pier connects this entry to Saunders. Saunders mirrors Lord turned 90 degrees clockwise but 
is one bay larger. Its east elevation contains 2 large sections of brick with windows in each story, flanking 7 recessed bays of board & batten 
siding facing east. Each bay has replaced 1/1 double hung windows in each story, separated by 6 brick piers lined with cement. Facing north, 
beneath the flat part of the roof are brick portions on the outside with windows in each story. Between these, brick & board & batten 
sections, with a door on the lower right, flank a pattern of alternating filled panels, square hopper windows, & taller textured glass windows 
which extend from the ground to the roofline of the central gable. Vegetation obscures the west elevation.

 Booker Peek, associate professor of African-American Studies in 1996. In the early years the ratio of African-Americans to white students 
was 2:1. Over the years, segregation on campus has been a concern and the Afrikan Heritage House has not been spared. '(The House) is 
another form of segregation...that needs to be justified periodically,' Peek said. Resident Belice Cabrera said in 1996 '(The House) is not a 
hate house, it's a unification house...(that offers) a way to be at home with all the brothers and sisters around us...and to learn about our 
African culture.' Another said, 'The house does segregate, but not bad segregation.' Residents recognized the house in 2004 as a safe space 
that serves the needs of the black community while providing space for people to relax together without excluding any person or group of 
people. Visitors were asked to be respectful of the black community and not offensive in their remarks or actions. The house defined the 
population it serves: that it caters to the black community and African Diaspora, those who identify with the black community and allies of 
the community. The building houses 59 students with 27 singles, 12 divided doubles and four super quads. In residence faculty are available 
to promote and support the program to students. The dining hall serves dinner Monday through Friday for over 100 students. Two spacious 
lounges are available for lectures, programs, meetings and gatherings. The Afrikan Heritage House works closely with Oberlin College's 
African-American Studies department to coordinate events and programming which include soul sessions, art shows, poetry nights, Black 
History Month activities, Kuumba festival and other celebrations.

43. History and Significance (Con't)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

ttp://www.oberlin.edu/reslife/TOUR/tour.html; The Oberlin Review Online, http://www.oberlin.educ/stupub/ocreview/archives/1996, 
http://www.oberlin.educ/stupub/ocreview/2004/3/5/news/article12.html, 'Oberlin College Archives' online, 
www.oberlin.edu/archive/resources/architecture/index.html.

45. Sources (Con't)


