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LOR-0216-211. No. Lorain2. County 4. Present Name(s)

5. Historic or Other Name(s)

Arnold House

3. Location of Negatives O.H.I.O. Resource Cen

LO
R-0216-21

1. N
o.

Roll No. Picture No.(s)

8 11,12

181 Forest Street

6. Speci�c Address or Location

0900-085-109-008

6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number

Oberlin

7. City or Village If Rural, Township & Vicinity

8. Site Plan with North Arrow

9. U.T.M. Reference

 Quadrangle Name: Oberlin

17  397499 4571233

Zone Easting Northing

10. Classi�cation: Building

11. On National Register?

13. Part of Established Hist. Dist?

15. Other Designation (NR or Local)

City of Oberlin Historic Landmark

16. Thematic Associations:

Grain Farm, Telephone/Telegraph, College

17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s)

1880

18. Style or Design High Style Yes

ElementsItalianate,

18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s)

19. Architect or Engineer

19a. Design Sources

20. Contractor or Builder

21. Building Type or Plan

Side Hallway

22. Original Use, if apparent

Single Dwelling, , ,

23. Present Use

Single Dwelling, ,

24. Ownership Private

25. Owner's Name & Address, if known

26. Property Acreage .45

27. Other Surveys

28. No. of Stories

Two story

29. Basement? Yes

30. Foundation Material
Stone bearing

31. Wall Construction

Brick bearing

32. Roof Type 

Roof Material

Hip

Asphalt shingle

33. No. of Bays 3

34. Exterior Wall Material(s)
Common or American bond

35. Plan Shape Irregular

36. Changes
(Explain in #42)

37. Window Type(s)
1 over 1,
38. Building Dimensions

39. Endangered?
By What?

40. Chimney Placement

O� center within roof surface

41. Distance from & Frontage on Road
Approx. 20'

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)

43. History and Signi�cance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)

46. Prepared By: Petersen, T Reeves, M Surovy O.H.I.O.47. Organization: 48. Date Recorded: 08/05/2003

45. Sources of Information

181 Forest Street
Lorain
2. County

4. Present or H
istoric N

am
e(s)

6. Speci�c A
ddress or Location

48 x 22

 Addition
 Altered
Moved

IrregularSide Bays

This is a good example of Italianate architecture in Oberlin. From the front elevation, the projecting bays of each side elevation are visible. The 
entry is located at the right side and it features a small porch with a �at roof. The porch supports are beveled square posts with decorative 
knee-braces and a decorative cornice. Cement steps lead up to the double door, which has a wide, arched transom above it. The door has a 
decorative shape to  continued...

This house was built in 1880 for George Arnold, a farmer and grain merchant (Oberlin News, Blodgett 121). George helped put together Oberlin's 
�rst intercity telephone exchange in 1881 (Blodgett 121). The Arnold family resided in this house until about 1897, and apparently rented parts of 
the house out to boarders, since city directories also list Prof. Edward Dickinson and Mrs. F.E. Brewster at this address. The next occupants of the 
house were Dr. Harold W. Pyle (c.1899 - 1902) and the Carl  continued...

'AA Wright, GM Arnold; both on Forest Street,' 'Oberlin News,' 23 July 1880: 3.; Blodgett, Geo�rey 'Oberlin Architecture, College and Town: A 
Guide to Social History,' Oberlin College, 1985.; Blodgett, Geo�rey, 'Oberlin Architecture, College and Town: A Guide to Social History,' Oberlin 
College,  continued...

A two-story carriage house is located behind the house.  The carriage house is currently functioning as a frame shop (according to property card 
records).  The �rst story is covered by vegetation, but a glass-paneled door is located at the right side.  The second story windows are vinyl, with a 
larger window above them, in the gable of the structure.  The house is in good condition, as are the surrounding homes.
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51. Condition of Property: Excellent 54. Farmstead Plan

52. Historic Outbuildings and Dependencies

53. A�liated OAI Site Numbers

Single o� center

Flush

Lateral axis with multiple smaller lateral extensi

Bilateral asymmetry

Door Selection:

Door Position:

Orientation:

Symmetry:

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)

43. History and Signi�cance (Con't)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

Carriage house

45. Sources (Con't)

49. Revised By:

50a. Date Revised:

50b. Reviewed by:

FOR OHPO USE:

RPR Number:

 the window in its upper half and wooden panel in its lower half. Two windows are located to the left of the entry, and three are in the second story. 
The windows throughout the house are one-over-one double hung with wood, carved arches immediately above the windows, and capped by brick 
arches. The windows have wood surrounds and stone sills. A decorative frieze with carved brackets is located below the low, hip roof. The east 
elevation has a large, polygonal projecting bay at the center, with windows to the right of the bay. A two-story porch is located to the left of the bay. 
The �rst story of the porch matches that of the front porch, and does not contain a balustrade. The second story of the porch has simple balusters 
and a plain cornice. Foliage is growing up the side of the house on this elevation. The west elevation has a square bay that projects in the center; 
towards the right, the roof is lower. The west elevation is di�cult to view as a result of foliage growth.

 H. Dudley family (c.1908). The 1910 directory list the house as vacant. In the 1916 directory, Prof. Simon Fraser MacLennan lived here. MacLennan 
taught Psychology, Philosophy, and Comparative Religion at Oberlin College from 1897 - 1933 (Blodgett 121). The MacLennan family lived at this 
location until around 1942. The next residents of the house were O.P. Shilts (c.1956 - 1961) and Royce Dendler (c.1970). 

 1985.; City Directories, O.H.I.O Resource Center.; Holsworth, Pat, Oberlin Pioneer Database.; Lorain County Court House, Auditor Property Record, 
Internet, http://www.loraincounty.com/auditor/index.shtml, Accessed 2003.; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps.; Gordon, Stephen C., ' How to Complete 
the Ohio Historic Inventory,'  Ohio Historical Society, Columbus, 1992.; McAlester, Virginia and Lee, ' A Field Guide to American Houses,'  Alfred K. 
Knopf Inc., New York, 2000.; ' Alumni Register: Graduates and Former Students, Teaching and Administrative Sta�, (1833-1960),'  Oberlin College, 
1961.
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