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LOR-1667-211. No. Lorain2. County 4. Present Name(s)

5. Historic or Other Name(s)

Andrews House, Williams House

3. Location of Negatives O.H.I.O. Resource Cen

LO
R-1667-21

1. N
o.

Roll No. Picture No.(s)

8 15,16

195 Forest Street

6. Speci�c Address or Location

0900-085-109-001

6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number

Oberlin

7. City or Village If Rural, Township & Vicinity

8. Site Plan with North Arrow

9. U.T.M. Reference

 Quadrangle Name: Oberlin

17  397458 4571243

Zone Easting Northing

10. Classi�cation: Building

11. On National Register?

13. Part of Established Hist. Dist?

15. Other Designation (NR or Local)

16. Thematic Associations:

Music, College,

17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s)

1893

18. Style or Design High Style Yes

ElementsQueen Anne,

18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s)
Eastlake

19. Architect or Engineer

19a. Design Sources

20. Contractor or Builder

21. Building Type or Plan

Other House Type

22. Original Use, if apparent

Single Dwelling, , ,

23. Present Use

Single Dwelling, ,

24. Ownership Private

25. Owner's Name & Address, if known

26. Property Acreage .17

27. Other Surveys

28. No. of Stories

Two and a half story

29. Basement? Yes

30. Foundation Material
Stone bearing

31. Wall Construction

Balloon frame/western frame/pla

32. Roof Type 

Roof Material

Cross gable

Slate

33. No. of Bays 3

34. Exterior Wall Material(s)
Clapboard or weatherboard

35. Plan Shape Rectangular

36. Changes
(Explain in #42)

37. Window Type(s)
1 over 1, 2 over 2
38. Building Dimensions

39. Endangered?
By What?

40. Chimney Placement

Multiple random

41. Distance from & Frontage on Road
Approx. 25'

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)

43. History and Signi�cance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)

46. Prepared By: Petersen, T Reeves, M Surovy O.H.I.O.47. Organization: 48. Date Recorded: 08/05/2003

45. Sources of Information

195 Forest Street
Lorain
2. County

4. Present or H
istoric N

am
e(s)

6. Speci�c A
ddress or Location

50 x 36

 Addition
 Altered
Moved

IrregularSide Bays

This exceptional Queen Anne has a tower & Eastlake detailing. A porch spanning the north facade features Tuscan supports & turned balusters. 
Dentils run below the roof & a decorative gable at the left marks the entry. The wall containing the door is recessed. A wood rail & steps lead to the 
porch, & decorative wood lattice runs below. The home's gable roof features a pair of 6/6 windows and a full cornice & modillions. Below the 
modillions, an  continued...

This exuberant house was built in the summer of 1893 for Prof. George Whit�eld Andrews, wife Harriet & children Esther, George, Jr., & Eleanor 
(City Directory, Blodgett 151). During construction of the $5,000 home, the professor felt the excavation made by the horse-&-scoop attachment 
was too small, so he ordered the dimensions be enlarged, resulting in an unusually large house, by Oberlin standards (House Tour). Prof. Andrews 
taught organ & composition at the Conservatory from 1882-1931  continued...

Blodgett, Geo�rey, 'Oberlin Architecture, College and Town: A Guide to Social History,' Oberlin College, 1985.; City Directories, O.H.I.O Resource 
Center.; Holsworth, Pat, Oberlin Pioneer Database.; Lorain County Court House, Auditor Property Record, Internet, http://www.lorainc continued...

This house appears to be in very good condition, and Forest and Cedar streets meet at the corner of the lot.  A tall, wood fence surrounds the 
backyard's bonsai garden, with a wood shingle, mansard cap on the fence.
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51. Condition of Property: Excellent 54. Farmstead Plan

52. Historic Outbuildings and Dependencies

53. A�liated OAI Site Numbers

Single o� center

Flush

Other

Bilateral asymmetry

Door Selection:

Door Position:

Orientation:

Symmetry:

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)

43. History and Signi�cance (Con't)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

45. Sources (Con't)

49. Revised By:

50a. Date Revised:

50b. Reviewed by:

FOR OHPO USE:

RPR Number:

 Eastlake-style carving runs across the tower in a ribbon & �ower motif. An elaborate stained glass window is featured in the tower. A projecting bay 
is left of the gable, & has dentils running below its 3-sided, 2nd story asphalt roof. Several string courses & vertical bands run across & down the 
building. The east elevation is largely obscured by foliage, but a gable is visible in the roof with a 6/6 window & cornice running between the eaves. 
The portion below the gable projects from the house & a porch runs across part of the elevation. The west elevation features a projected bay with an 
exterior chimney that becomes narrower as it rises towards the roof. The chimney' s brick has a diamond motif. An entry to the far right of the 
elevation has a small, slate shed roof supported by knee braces & a multi-paneled door. A wood railing & steps lead to the stoop, which contains 
turned balusters. A metal mailbox is attached next to the door. The roof contains a gable above the door & a larger gabled dormer sits behind the 
chimney. The tower also contains a gable that faces the west; the chimney is exposed above and below the gable. The tower wraps around the 
chimney, which creates a porch-like feature. Each gable features a geometric wood overlay. The elevation is dominated by the wide, round tower in 
the northwest corner of the house. The tower windows have several square panes; other windows of the house feature 1/1 sashes. An arched stained 
glass window is located in the 1st story & dentil molding runs below the roof. The south elevation contains a pair of simple 1/1 windows in the attic, 
with cornice returns in the gable. The 2nd story has two 1/1 windows to the left & center (the center window being smaller) and a 2/2 window at the 
right.

 (Alumni Register) & was reportedly able to play the piano, violin & trombone at the age of 8 (House Tour). Prof. Andrews was able to a�ord such an 
opulent house through the fee he earned playing organ at the Chicago World Fair in 1893 (Blodgett). The Andrews family lived in the house from its 
construction until 1964; in 1931 Prof. & Mrs. Andrews retired to Honolulu (House Tour). According to local historian Dick Lothrup, Mrs. Andrews 
returned to the house a year later, in 1932, as a widow. Also according to Lothrup, the Andrews'  daughter Esther & her husband Reber Johnson lived 
in the house in the 1920s & the house was divided into apartments. In 1937, the city directory lists Mary & A.L. Williams as the occupants as well. 
Esther & Reber Johnson, a violin professor at the Conservatory, maintained the house until 1964 & sold it to OC as apartments (Blodgett 151). ' In 
1977 conservatory oboist James Caldwell & his wife Catharina [Meints, conservatory professor & member of the Cleveland Orchestra] bought the 
house and restored it to its former glow,'  (Blodgett 152). They maintained an elaborate bonsai garden in the backyard.

county.com/auditor/index.shtml, Accessed 2003.; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps.; Gordon, Stephen C., ' How to Complete the Ohio Historic Inventory,'  
Ohio Historical Society, Columbus, 1992.; McAlester, Virginia and Lee, ' A Field Guide to American Houses,'  Alfred K. Knopf Inc., New York, 2000.; 
' Alumni Register: Graduates and Former Students, Teaching and Administrative Sta�, (1833-1960),'  Oberlin College, 1961.; ' 1997 House Tour,'  
O.H.I.O. Building Files, O.H.I.O. Resource Center.
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