
OHIO HISTORIC INVENTORY
Ohio Historic Preservation O�ce 
567 E. Hudson St.
Columbus, OH 43211
614/298-2000

LOR-1672-211. No. Lorain2. County 4. Present Name(s)

5. Historic or Other Name(s)

Williams House

3. Location of Negatives O.H.I.O. Resource Cen

LO
R-1672-21

1. N
o.

Roll No. Picture No.(s)

8 21,22

233 Forest Street

6. Speci�c Address or Location

0900-085-105-007

6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number

Oberlin

7. City or Village If Rural, Township & Vicinity

8. Site Plan with North Arrow

9. U.T.M. Reference

 Quadrangle Name: Oberlin

17  397306 4571243

Zone Easting Northing

10. Classi�cation: Building

11. On National Register?

13. Part of Established Hist. Dist?

15. Other Designation (NR or Local)

16. Thematic Associations:

Invention, College, Financial

17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s)

c.1904-08

18. Style or Design High Style

ElementsShingle,

18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s)

19. Architect or Engineer

19a. Design Sources

20. Contractor or Builder

21. Building Type or Plan

Other Building Type

22. Original Use, if apparent

Single Dwelling, , ,

23. Present Use

Single Dwelling, ,

24. Ownership Private

25. Owner's Name & Address, if known

26. Property Acreage .51

27. Other Surveys

28. No. of Stories

Two and a half story

29. Basement? Yes

30. Foundation Material
Stone bearing

31. Wall Construction

Balloon frame/western frame/pla

32. Roof Type 

Roof Material

Hip

Asphalt shingle

33. No. of Bays 4

34. Exterior Wall Material(s)
Clapboard or weatherboard

35. Plan Shape Irregular

36. Changes
(Explain in #42)

37. Window Type(s)
1 over 1, 8 or more over 1
38. Building Dimensions

39. Endangered?
By What?

40. Chimney Placement

O� center within roof surface

41. Distance from & Frontage on Road
Approx. 45'

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)

43. History and Signi�cance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)

46. Prepared By: Petersen, T Reeves, M Surovy O.H.I.O.47. Organization: 48. Date Recorded: 08/19/2003

45. Sources of Information

233 Forest Street
Lorain
2. County

4. Present or H
istoric N

am
e(s)

6. Speci�c A
ddress or Location

37 x 38

 Addition
 Altered
Moved

IrregularSide Bays

This turn-of-the-century house is covered with wood clapboard siding at the �rst story, and wood shingles at the second story. The shingles �are 
slightly above the �rst story. The low, hip roof features hip gables at each elevation, and has wide, overhanging eaves. The symmetrical facade 
features a central entry, �anked by eight-over-one windows. The door itself is located at the entry's small porch, which has a hip roof and Tuscan 
columns.  continued...

This house was built between 1904-08; its �rst known occupant was Minor C. Williams who lived here through 1916 (Property Card, City Directory). 
Minor lived here with his wife Nettie A & daughters Dorothy Jean & Gertrude (Holsworth). Minor was the state secretary of the YMCA (City 
Directory). Dorothy & Jean were OHS graduates; Dorothy married a Mr. Dunn in 1914 and Gertrude married a Mr. Moll in 1915 (O-High Alumni, 
Holsworth). From 1927-33, Mrs. Mary S. McMillan lived here (City Directory). In  continued...

Blodgett, Geo�rey, 'Oberlin Architecture, College and Town: A Guide to Social History,' Oberlin College, 1985.; City Directories, O.H.I.O Resource 
Center.; Holsworth, Pat, Oberlin Pioneer Database.; Lorain County Court House, Auditor Property Record, Internet, http://www.lorainc continued...

This house is in excellent condition and has a one-car, detached garage with a hip roof.  It is surrounded by other residential homes in good 
condition.
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51. Condition of Property: Excellent 54. Farmstead Plan

52. Historic Outbuildings and Dependencies

53. A�liated OAI Site Numbers

Single centered

Flush

Lateral axis with lateral smaller extension

Bilateral symmetry

Door Selection:

Door Position:

Orientation:

Symmetry:

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)

43. History and Signi�cance (Con't)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

45. Sources (Con't)

49. Revised By:

50a. Date Revised:

50b. Reviewed by:

FOR OHPO USE:

RPR Number:

 The door has eight small windows in the upper portion, and it is �anked by sidelights that extend two-thirds down the height of the door. The 
sidelights have eight windows each. The porch roof has a plain entablature, and the stairs leading up to the porch have an iron railing. A projecting 
bay window is located above the door, and eight-over-one windows, like those in the �rst story, �ank it. The �rst story wing, located at the east 
elevation, is recessed back from the front of the house. It contains a hip roof and clapboard siding. A door is visible in the second story, leading to the 
wing' s roof, at the left of the elevation. A modern deck is visible behind the wing. The wing appears to be an addition, because it has a cement 
foundation. The west elevation has a door at the �rst story, and windows in a variety of sizes and shapes. At the rear of the house, a �at, �rst-story 
roof is visible with a modern wood rail on the roof, for a deck. The basement has glass block windows.

 1929, Dan, Mary, Ben & Neil McMillan were students living here with 2 children (City Directory). In 1933, Mabel Aurelia (Millikan) & Rev. Robert E. 
Brown lived here with their 2 children (City Directories). Robert & Mabel attended the Academy of Oberlin College (Holsworth). Robert received his 
B.D. from Yale (Holsworth, Alumni Register) & was a reverend in New Haven, CT in 1908. By 1920, Robert returned to Oberlin, where he was a 
member of the board of trustees & professor of practical theology & human relations (Alumni Register). Robert died in November 1939 (Westwood) 
but Mabel continued living here until 1942 (City Directories). By 1956, William P & Elma Davis lived here (City Directory). William was born to 
missionaries in China & his father was killed in the Boxer Rebellion. William graduated from OHS & Oberlin College (Obituary). He was treasurer for 
Oberlin College, comptroller of Baldwin-Wallace College & president of the Oberlin Savings Bank (City Directories, Obituary). 
(cont...)

county.com/auditor/index.shtml, Accessed 2003.; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps.; Gordon, Stephen C., ' How to Complete the Ohio Historic Inventory,'  
Ohio Historical Society, Columbus, 1992.; McAlester, Virginia and Lee, ' A Field Guide to American Houses,'  Alfred K. Knopf Inc., New York, 2000.; 
' Alumni Register: Graduates and Former Students, Teaching and Administrative Sta�, (1833-1960),'  Oberlin College, 1961.; Catalyst for Cleveland 
Schools Sta� Biographies, Internet, www.catalyst-cleveland.org/launch/079sta�bios.htm, Accessed 15 January 2004.; ' Funeral service held for W.P. 
Davis, 82,'  Oberlin News-Tribune, Oberlin 1975; Oberlin College Observer, Internet, www.oberlin.edu/observer/fall1996_18_01.pdf, Accessed 15 
January 2004.; O-High Alumni, Internet, http://www.oberlin-high.org, Accessed 15 January 2004.; ' Walk will remember air crash victims [Saul Gilford], 
Mikie Sherman and Catherine Sherman,'  Oberlin News-Tribune, Oberlin, 1979; Oberlin Scienti�c Corp (OCS), Internet, 
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