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LOR-1678-211. No. Lorain2. County 4. Present Name(s)

5. Historic or Other Name(s)

Graham-Nicol House

3. Location of Negatives O.H.I.O. Resource Cen

LO
R-1678-21

1. N
o.

Roll No. Picture No.(s)

8 25,26

261 Forest Street

6. Speci�c Address or Location

0900-085-105-004

6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number

Oberlin

7. City or Village If Rural, Township & Vicinity

8. Site Plan with North Arrow

9. U.T.M. Reference

 Quadrangle Name: Oberlin

17  397250 4571243

Zone Easting Northing

10. Classi�cation: Building

11. On National Register?

13. Part of Established Hist. Dist?

15. Other Designation (NR or Local)

16. Thematic Associations:

College, Motion Picture, Health Care

17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s)

c. 1935-37

18. Style or Design High Style

ElementsColonial Revival,

18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s)

19. Architect or Engineer

19a. Design Sources

20. Contractor or Builder

21. Building Type or Plan

Other House Type

22. Original Use, if apparent

Single Dwelling, , ,

23. Present Use

Single Dwelling, ,

24. Ownership Private

25. Owner's Name & Address, if known

26. Property Acreage .45

27. Other Surveys

28. No. of Stories

Two story

29. Basement? Yes

30. Foundation Material
Unknown

31. Wall Construction

Balloon frame/western frame/pla

32. Roof Type 

Roof Material

Gable with side gab

Asphalt shingle

33. No. of Bays 3

34. Exterior Wall Material(s)
Wood shingles

35. Plan Shape Irregular

36. Changes
(Explain in #42)

37. Window Type(s)
6 over 6,
38. Building Dimensions

39. Endangered?
By What?

40. Chimney Placement

Unknown

41. Distance from & Frontage on Road
Approx. 40'

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)

43. History and Signi�cance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)

46. Prepared By: Petersen, T Reeves, M Surovy O.H.I.O.47. Organization: 48. Date Recorded: 08/19/2003

45. Sources of Information

261 Forest Street
Lorain
2. County

4. Present or H
istoric N

am
e(s)

6. Speci�c A
ddress or Location

62 x 36

 Addition
 Altered
Moved

IrregularSide Bays

This Colonial Revival house features an exterior of wood shingles, which are arranged to resemble clapboard siding. Because the shingles cover 
the entire exterior, it is di�cult to determine what material the foundation is made of. The front elevation has an entry located at the right side, which 
is surrounded by a simple entablature. At the center of the facade is a projecting bay window with an asphalt roof. A �at wall dormer is above the
continued...

This house was built between 1935 and 1937; �rst known owners were Agnes Graham and Carl Conrad Wernle Nicol (1937-1940) (City Directory). 
Agnes and Carl graduated from Oberlin College in 1913 and 1911, respectively, as did their daughter Jean in 1948 (Alumni Register). Carl became 
an instructor of philosophy at Oberlin College in 1912, and eventually assumed the position of Perkins Professor during his career, which lasted 
through 1952. Carl was also a Dean of Men at the College (1917-1927)  continued...

 'General Catalog of Oberlin College: 1833-1908,' 523.; Blodgett, Geo�rey, 'Oberlin Architecture, College and Town: A Guide to Social History,' 
Oberlin College, 1985.; City Directories, O.H.I.O Resource Center.; Holsworth, Pat, Oberlin Pioneer Database.; Lorain County Court House, Auditor 
Property  continued...

The house is in very good condition and is surrounded by other homes in decent condition in a quiet neighborhood.
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51. Condition of Property: Good/Fair 54. Farmstead Plan

52. Historic Outbuildings and Dependencies

53. A�liated OAI Site Numbers

Two doors asymmetrical

Flush

Lateral axis with lateral smaller extension

Bilateral asymmetry

Door Selection:

Door Position:

Orientation:

Symmetry:

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)

43. History and Signi�cance (Con't)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

45. Sources (Con't)

49. Revised By:

50a. Date Revised:

50b. Reviewed by:

FOR OHPO USE:

RPR Number:

 bay window, and two gabled wall dormers �ank it. Two of the windows have shutters on this elevation, as do several windows on the other 
elevations. The left portion of the roof does not extend as high as the right does, on the front elevation. A two-car, attached garage is recessed 
behind the body of the house, and contains two doors with �attened arches. To the right of the garage, a small, enclosed entry is recessed and 
contains an arched door. The east and west elevations have windows in a variety of con�gurations.

 (Alumni Register). In 1941, the Nicols sold the house to Dena and Jerome George Steel, proprietor of the Apollo Theater, who lived here through 
1942 with their two children (City Directory). From at least 1956-1970, Anthony F. and Jane K. Piraino lived here with their son Anthony Jr. and 
another child (City Directory). Anthony was a dermatologist employed in Elyria (City Directories). Clyde and June Pardee, and some of their children 
Steven, Thomas, John, and William lived in the house in 1977. They also had a daughter, Mary, who did not live with them (O-High). After moving to 
the area in 1971, Steven graduated from Oberlin High School in 1975 and was killed in a motorcycle accident in 1977. Bill and John also graduated 
from OHS (O-High). 

 Record, Internet, http://www.loraincounty.com/auditor/index.shtml, Accessed 2003.; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps.; Gordon, Stephen C., ' How to 
Complete the Ohio Historic Inventory,'  Ohio Historical Society, Columbus, 1992.; McAlester, Virginia and Lee, ' A Field Guide to American Houses,'  
Alfred K. Knopf Inc., New York, 2000.; ' Alumni Register: Graduates and Former Students, Teaching and Administrative Sta�, (1833-1960),'  Oberlin 
College, 1961.; ' 1981 Oberlin College Alumni Directory,'  Montgomery, Ala., College and University Press, 1981.; O-High Alumni, Internet, 
http://www.oberlin-high.org, Accessed 9 January 2004; Pardee, John, Oberlin High School Class of 1979, Personal Website, Internet, 
http://www.oberlin-high.org/1979/classmates/pardee.html, Accessed 26 January 2004.
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