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1.No. LOR-1823-21 |2.County Lorain 4. Present Name(s) 5o
Lo
3. Location of Negatives Q.H.|.O. é
N
i @
Roll No. Picture No.(s) 5. Historic or Other Name(s) N
1 23 Morris-Godette House
6. Specific Address or Location 16. Thematic Associations: 28. No. of Stories —n
107 Groveland Street African American, COMMERCE, Two story 3 9
—_C
17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s) 29. Basement? Yes 35
6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number c.1877-1883 1994 30. Foundation Material
0900086108006 18. Style or Design High Style Stone bearing
7. City or Village If Rural, Township & Vicinity No academic style - Vernacular, Elements 31. Wall Construction
Oberlin 18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s) Balloon frame/western frame/pla
8. Site Plan with North Arrow 32. Roof Type Gable N
O = 19. Architect or Engineer Roof Material Asphalt shingle f
= ord S 33.No.of Bays 4 §
roveland St 19a. Design Sources Side B °
Oomoool g \deBays E:3 3
N in 34. Exterior Wall Material(s) by
= 20. Contractor or Builder Aluminum or vinyl siding %
o
M o 35. Plan Shape Rectangular QBZ)
21. Building Type or Plan 36. Changes Addition %
Other House Type ini
yp (Explain in #42) Altered
9. U.T.M. Reference 22. Original Use, if apparent Moved
Quadrangle Name:  Oberlin Single Dwelling, , ,
17 398346 4571367 23. Present Use 37. Window Type(s)
Zone Easting Northing Single Dwelling, , 2 overAZ,.1 ove.r ! i
38. Building Dimensions
10. Classification: Building 24.Ownership Private 34'x 60'
11. On National Register? 25. Owner's Name & Address, if known 39. Endangered?
By What?
. ot Myics?
13. Part of Established Hist. Dist? 40. Chimney Placement
Off center within ridgeline
15. Other Designation (NR or Local) 26.Property Acreage .25 ithin ridgen
41. Distance from & Frontage on Road
27. Other Surveys Dist: 20' & Frontage: 66'

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)

This altered, vernacular house has a full front porch with spindle supports. The wood porch has wood rails and concrete steps, with a concrete
block base. Two windows are located to the left of the door and one is to the right. The windows have simple pediments above them, and some of

them have decorative overlays within the pediments. The left windows (previously noted) have these decorative overlays, while t he right window is
missin g the continued...

43. History and Significance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

This house was probably built between 1877 and 1883 when it first appears in the Oberlin City Directory with George W Morris listed as the
occupant. George, a butcher who owned his own meat market, lived with his wife Emma until 1895 when they divorced (City Directory). There were
at least four different occupants over the next ten years: from 1896-97, Joseph Biggs, a carpenter, & his wife Elizabeth; in 1897 Mrs. Ellen
Crittenden, a bookkeeper at S.M. Cole's coal & lumber business, with her continued...

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)

This house is in stable condition and is located on a residential street.

45, Sources of Information

Bigglestone, William E, 'They Stopped in Oberlin: Black Residents and Visitors of the Nineteenth Century,' Innovation Group, 1981.; City
Directories, O.H...O Resource Center.; Gordon, Stephen C, 'How to Complete the Ohio Historic Inventory,' Ohio Historical Society, Columbus,

1992.; Holsworth, Pat, continued...
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Roll No. Picture No.(s) 5. Historic or Other Name(s) 3
1 2,3 Morris-Godette House =
51. Condition of Property: Good/Fair 54. Farmstead Plan

52. Historic Outbuildings and Dependencies

53. Affiliated OAI Site Numbers

Door Selection: Single off center

Door Position: Flush

Orientation: Gable end axis
Symmetry: Bilateral asymmetry
FOR OHPO USE:

49. Revised By:
50a. Date Revised:

50b. Reviewed by:

RPR Number:

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)

feature. The original door has a wood overlay, which appears to be a carved laurel leaf design. The second story window at the left has a decorative
pediment above it, and contains a pair of narrow, one-over-one double hung windows. A third, smaller window is located to the right of the pair. Wood
stairs, which resemble a fire escape are located at the far left, on the east elevation, which contains an Italianate-style bay window near the center of
the first story. The bay has a flat roof with dentil molding, which appear to be miniature brackets. A two-over-two double hung window is located right
of the bay, as well as left of the bay in the one-story addition. These two-over-two windows appear to be the original windows of the house. The
second story of the east elevation has a replaced door at the far right (connected to the fire escape-style stairs) and a decorative two-over-two
window to the left. The first story of the west elevation contains a small one-over-one double hung window at the left with a small wooden pediment
above it and another two-over-two window with a pediment is to the right. The second story has two sliding windows. The one story addition at the
right has tall, two-over-two double hung windows with a pediment above them. A smaller one-over-one window is at the right, near the center of the
elevation, and displays a decorative pediment above it.

43. History and Significance (Con't)

children Immer & Wanda; from about 1899-1902, George Hallauer, a drover & stock dealer, & his wife, Mary L. Hallauer; &, in 1904, photographer
Earl H. Johnston & his wife Julia S. (City Directory). By 1908, Clayton A Cole (unclear if related to S.M. Cole), a milk dealer, his wife Anna R. Cole, &
their children, Lucille, Leona, & Howard had moved in & stayed until at least 1916. Clayton was fined in 1913 for keeping swine within city limits,
perhaps a victim of the Oberlin Village Improvement Society's campaign for city beatification & cleanliness (Oberlin News). In the 1920 city directory,
Stephen Tackes, the proprietor of Oberlin Milk Dairy, was living in this house. By 1927, James R Godette, a teamster, his wife Laura, & their grown
sons, Roy & Verne, had moved in (City Directory). James's father, James H. Godette, was an early African-American resident of Oberlin who came
from North Carolina in 1860 (Bigglestone 84-85). The Godettes lived here until sometime after 1937. Mrs. Nelle Taylor, who worked for OC, & one of
her children were living here in 1939, but by 1940 Josephine Jones had moved in with one child, but apparently without her husband, Howard, a
plasterer who is not listed until 1942. In 1948, JL Harper, probably his wife, Mamie F, and Robert Giles were living in the house. By 1956 Giles was
gone and the Harpers were living with Mrs. Daisy Systoe. In 1961, a widowed Mamie Harper and Carol V Gaines lived here. MJ Rucker was renting
the house in 1970.

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

45. Sources (Con't)

Oberlin Pioneer Database.; Lorain County Court House, Auditor Property Record, Internet, http://www.loraincounty.com/auditor/index.shtml,
Accessed 2004; 'Oberlin News' 11 April 1895: 5.; 'Oberlin News,' 24 December 1913: 5.; McAlester, Virginia and Lee, 'A Field Guide to American
Houses," Alfred K. Knopf Inc., New York, 2000.; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps.
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