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4. Present Name(s) Harris House
5. Historic or Other Name(s) VanAusdale House
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61 Groveland
6. Specific Address or Location

900086104008
6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number

Oberlin
7. City or Village

9. U.T.M. Reference
 Quadrangle Name: Oberlin
17   398203  4571110
Zone Easting Northing

10. Classification: Building
11. On National Register? NO

13. Part of Established Hist. Dist? NO
15. Other Designation (NR or Local)

16. Thematic Associations:

17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s)
c. 1874
18. Style Class and Design

18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s)

19. Architect or Engineer

19a. Design Sources

20. Contractor or Builder

21. Building Type or Plan
Gabled Ell
22. Original Use, if apparent

24. Ownership Private
25. Owner's Name & Address, if known

61 Groveland St.
Oberlin, OH, 44074
26. Property Acreage
27. Other Surveys

28. No. of Stories
Two story
29. Basement? Yes
30. Foundation Material
Brick bearing
31. Wall Construction
Balloon/western/platform frame

32. Roof Type 

Roof Material
Cross gable

Asphalt shingle
33. No. of Bays 2
34. Exterior Wall Material(s)

Aluminum or vinyl siding

35. Plan Shape

36. Changes associated with 17/17b Dates:

37. Window Type(s)
1 over 1

38. Building Dimensions

39. Endangered? NO
By What?

40. Chimney Placement
Unknown
41. Distance from & Frontage on Road

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)

46. Prepared By:  Elizabeth 47. Organization: 48. Date Recorded:
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6Side Bays

23. Present Use
Single Dwelling

6 over 1

Lumber Related Industries
Professional
TRANSPORTATION/COMMUNICATION

Unknown

Element Craftsman/Arts and Crafts
No academic style - Vernacular

Single Dwelling

Beulah Harris

Original/Most significant construct

Substantial alteration/addition

22' x 54'

17.

17b.

43. History and Significance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)

45. Sources of Information

Unknown

Oberlin Heritage Center 11/30/2008Schultz

25'

This vernacular, gabled ell features a full front porch at the north facade. The porch appears to be Craftsman in style, and is not original to 
the house, though it is still historic. The porch has brick bases with slanted piers on top of the bases, which support the roof. A 
vinyl-sided wall is around the perimeter of the porch. Stone steps lead up to the wood floor of the porch, and square lattice is below the 
porch. At the first story, a large, 1/1 double hung window has non-historic shutters at the left and a door element is to the right. The door 
element consists of a door at the center, flanked by windows that mirror the door in their layout of muntins; each has 6 lights in the upper 
half and one in the lower half, and both the windows and the door are narrow. At the second story, two 1/1 double hung windows have 
non-historic shutters. The left window is slightly larger than the right window. A pair of square windows is at the attic gable, which is on 
the left side of the elevation. On the east elevation, in the original portion of the house, two original, 3/1 double hung windows are at the 
first story and two 1/1 double hung windows are at the second  continued...

Portions of a circa 1874 house may remain within this structure, but its facade appears to date to circa 1900 with later alterations. A house 
was built on this site at least by 1874 when its first known resident, Horatio Gates, was listed in a city directory.  In 1877 E. M. Brice was 
listed.  In 1883 Wesley Corydon Rice, a laborer and teamster, was listed.  The next known occupant in 1886 was a telegraph operator, E. S. 
Brooks.  By 1890 Charles J. Maynard, a watchman at the L. S. depot, moved in with his wife Alma.  In 1891 J. D. Gray, Mrs. F. Gray, and 
John W. Gray were living in the house.  J. D. was a carriage trimmer for Cook Bros.  They had moved out by 1894 when Joseph E. 
Braithwaite moved in.  Joseph was a farm laborer, carpenter, contractor, and Vice President of the Carver-Kennedy  continued...

A historic carriage house on the property has two modern car doors. The exterior is wood clapboard, and has a side-facing gable. A 
front-facing gabled dormer has a nine-light square window.  This house is located on a residential street.

O-High Alumni, Internet, http://www.oberlin-high.org, Accessed January 2008.; City Directories, Oberlin Heritage Center Resource Center.; 
Holsworth, Pat, Oberlin Pioneer Database.; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps.; Gordon, Stephen C., 'How to Complete the Ohio Historic 
Inventory,' Ohio Historical Society, Columbus. 1992.; McAlester, Virginia and Lee. 'A Field Guide to American Houses.' Alfred K. Knopf Inc. 
New York. 2000.; 'Alumni Register: Graduates and Former Students, Teaching and Administrative  continued...
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54. Farmstead Plan :

Report Associated With Project:

NADB #:

8. Site Plan with North Arrow

Bilateral symmetry
Symmetry:

Gable with lateral wing
Orientation:

Flush
Door Position:

Single off center
Door Selection:
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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)
 story. An exterior chimney runs slightly left of center. A two-story rear addition does not come out as far as the original house; at the first 
story of the addition, the far right side has a projecting bay with a ribbon of mullioned windows and a shed roof. A pair of small 4/4 double 
hung windows is at the left. At the second story, a 1/1 double hung window is at the right and a rectangular window is at the left. At the 
rear/south elevation, a full porch has a hipped roof and retains original features such as turned spindle supports and wood balusters. In the 
second story, two rectangular windows are above the porch. The attic gable has a square window. The left side of the west elevation 
includes evidence that an original porch may have been recessed, due to the foundation, which features open brickwork topped by a wood 
floor, as well as horizontal siding below vertical clapboard. Also within the vertical clapboard portion, there are two 6-light windows. A door 
right of center at the west elevation has a rectangular window above and to the left of it. Right of the door, a projecting bay with a shed roof 
has a 1/1 double hung window. A pair of 6/6 double hung windows is right of the bay. In the main body of the house, in the second story, the 
far left features a 1/1 double hung window, next to that a rectangular window, then two more 1/1 double hung windows. The cross gable 
near the center has a square window in the gable.

 Lumber Company.  His wife Katherine M. (nee Rhinehart) is listed here with him as Mrs. Kittie.  From 1895-1897, George Hall Cole was listed 
here with his wife Katherine Isadora (nee Burger).  George H. Cole was a lumberman and they had one son named Harold (b. 1894).  Joseph 
E. Braithwaite was listed at this address again in 1897.  The next known resident was Reverend George Christian Enders from 1899-1900.  
Rev. Enders was a Minister of Gospel and married Bessie (nee Kelley).  In 1902, Mahlon D. Harding resided here with his wife Sarah Maude.  
Mahlon was a clerk at Wait's grocery and they had one daughter named Marie (b. 1897).  Patrick Crehan and his wife Anna are listed here in 
1904.  The next known occupant was Harry L. VanAusdale from 1908 through 1961.  Harry VanAusdale was the proprietor of Van-Kel 
Pharmacy and married Cecilia M. (nee Sweeney).  Their daughter Eleanor was born in 1905.  Their son Harry Rolland (b. 1907) was also 
listed here as a teacher in 1933 and their son Robert Dale (b. 1920) was listed as a student in 1937.  The next known residents were Howard 
Robinson and his wife Beulah from 1970 through 1973.  Howard was a brick mason who died in 1971.  Beulah Harris (formerly Robinson) 
was the mother of Warren Colbert, Danny Colbert, Christopher Robinson, Guy Robinson, and St. John Harris, Jr.  Beulah M. Williams is also 
listed as a resident on the county auditors site.  Beulah Williams is the owner of the Unique Soul Boutique in Oberlin.

43. History and Significance (Con't)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

 Staff, (1833-1960).' Oberlin College, 1961.; Lorain County Court House, Auditor Property Record, Internet,  
http://www.loraincounty.com/auditor/index.shtml, Accessed 2008.

45. Sources (Con't)


