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5. Historic or Other Name(s) Brown House
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74 Groveland
6. Specific Address or Location

0900086107015
6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number

Oberlin
7. City or Village

9. U.T.M. Reference
 Quadrangle Name: Oberlin
17   398279  4571402
Zone Easting Northing

10. Classification: Building
11. On National Register? NO

13. Part of Established Hist. Dist? NO
15. Other Designation (NR or Local)

16. Thematic Associations:

17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s)
c. 1870
18. Style Class and Design

18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s)

19. Architect or Engineer

19a. Design Sources

20. Contractor or Builder

21. Building Type or Plan
Other House Type
22. Original Use, if apparent

24. Ownership Private
25. Owner's Name & Address, if known

26. Property Acreage
27. Other Surveys

28. No. of Stories
Two story
29. Basement? Yes
30. Foundation Material
Stone bearing
31. Wall Construction
Balloon/western/platform frame

32. Roof Type 

Roof Material
Gable

Asphalt shingle
33. No. of Bays 2
34. Exterior Wall Material(s)

Wood shingle

35. Plan Shape

36. Changes associated with 17/17b Dates:

37. Window Type(s)
1 over 1

38. Building Dimensions

39. Endangered? NO
By What?

40. Chimney Placement
No chimney observed
41. Distance from & Frontage on Road

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)

46. Prepared By:  Patricia :dedroceR etaD .84:noitazinagrO .74
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23. Present Use
Single Dwelling

Other

Freed Black
Christianity

Dominant No academic style - Vernacular

Single Dwelling

Aluminum or vinyl siding

Original/Most significant construct

Substantial alteration/addition

39' x 26'

17.

17b.

43. History and Significance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)

45. Sources of Information

0.16
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30' approx

The original portion of this house is very close to a perfect square. The main facade has 2 1/1 double hung windows arranged 
symmetrically on the 2nd floor & a 1/1 double hung window on the 1st floor. The door is centrally located. The bottom half of the screen 
door has wooden slats arranged in a cross formation that divides the bottom half of the screen into quadrants; the top half is unadorned.
The main door has 2 wooden panels at the bottom & a window at the top. The porch incorporates Greek revival elements, including heavy, 
square Doric-inspired columns & a pediment roof. The eastern elevation has a 1-panel glass window in the 2nd story. The back half of the 
original 1st story is covered by a 1-story addition with an east-facing 1/1 double hung window. An east-facing dormer with 1-panel (likely 
original) window, toward the back of the main roof. The western elevation also has a 1 panel window on the 2nd floor. The entire 1st floor 
of this elevation is obscured by vegetation & cannot be accurately described. Attached to the north elevation of the building is another 
1-story addition with a porch, which features a central door & square, wooden balusters. The  continued...

The first resident of this house, built before 1873, was Julia Brown. Julia, who was of mixed race, was born a slave in Nashville, TN in 1814. 
She lived in Texas during the Mexican War, married James Brown, about whom little is known, and in 1853 was given her freedom. Two 
years later her daughter was born. In the early 1860s, Julia and Eliza came to Oberlin, where Julia joined the First Methodist Episcopal
Church and, in 1870, Eliza married Alexander Henderson.  Julia owned this property in 1870; by 1877 Julia, is listed as working as a 
washerwoman. By 1894, Eliza, her husband Alexander Henderson, and son Mark, born c. 1872, were living with Julia; five years later, Eliza 
and son William, born 1881, lived here with Julia. Eliza's husband, died before 1897. In 1902, Eliza, working as a  continued...

This house is situated at the intersection of South Pleasant and Groveland Streets in a quiet residential neighborhood.

O-High Alumni (http://www.oberlin-high.org); 'John Wesley Thomas,' Oberlin News-Tribune, 1913-01-22, p. 5, c. 2; 'Centenarian is Dead; Was 
Born in Slavery,' Oberlin News, 1914-06-24, p. 1, c. 5; Bigglestone, William E., They Stopped in Oberlin: Black Residents and Visitors of the 
Nineteenth Century, Innovation Group, Inc., Scottsdale, Arizona: 1981, p. 21; Blodgett, Geoffrey, 'Oberlin Architecture, College and Town: A 
Guide to Social History,' Oberlin College, 1985.; City Directories, O.H.I.O  continued...
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51. Condition of Property:

49. PIR Reviewer: 50. PIR Review Date:

53. Affiliated Inventory Numbers
Historic (OHI)

Archaeological (OAI)

Rectangular

52. Historic Outbuildings & Dependencies

Date

Structure Type

Associated Activity
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54. Farmstead Plan :

Report Associated With Project:

NADB #:

8. Site Plan with North Arrow

Bilateral symmetry

Symmetry:

Gable dominant with lateral 
smaller extension

Orientation:

Flush
Door Position:

Single centered
Door Selection:
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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)
 entrance to the porch is on the north elevation of the addition.

 weaver, is listed as the head of the household, with the same residents. Eliza's son Willie was working as a barber. Eliza and Julia continued 
living here until 1907, when Eliza married John R. Russell, at which point Julia moved in with the newlyweds at Russell's residence further 
east on Groveland. Julia lived until 1914, when she died one month short of her hundredth birthday. From c. 1908-c. 1910, the residents were 
John W. Thomas, wife Carrie C., and children Harriet I. and George E., all of mixed race. John, who had been born in West Virginia in c. 1860, 
was employed as a laborer. In the mid-1910s, Charles Jordan lived here; by 1920, a cook by the name of Mrs. Piccola Posey was living here. 
In the late 1920s, Mrs. Pina Caldwell and her children Raymond, Samuel, and Mildred lived here. In 1929, Samuel was working as a painter 
and Mildred was in her final year of studies at Oberlin High School. In the early 1930s, brick mason Earl Burwell, his wife Mattie, and their 
child lived here. By 1935, the resident was A.E. Nicholson; by 1937, John Johnson lived here. From the late 1930s until the mid 1940s, Mrs. 
Geneva Tuck and her daughter Miss Dana Marie Tuck lived here. Dana was an Oberlin school student who graduated with the class of 1938 
and pursued further education at an unknown institution until at least 1942. By the late 1940s, Mrs. Virginia Wickliffe was the resident. During 
the 1950s and 1960s, this house was listed as 74 and/or 72 Groveland. The occupants during the mid-1950s were members of the Turner
family, including Fred B., an employee of Elyria Motors, his wife Leila M., and their child. In the early 1960s, Erby Canon, who worked for 
Perry-Fay, his wife Lila, and their child lived here. By the 1980s, this house appears have been used as a rental property.  

43. History and Significance (Con't)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

 Resource Center.; Holsworth, Pat, Oberlin Pioneer Database.; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps.; Gordon, Stephen C., 'How to Complete the 
Ohio Historic Inventory,' Ohio Historical Society, Columbus. 1992.; McAlester, Virginia and Lee. 'A Field Guide to American Houses.' Alfred K. 
Knopf Inc. New York. 2000.; Lorain County Court House, Auditor Property Record, Internet,  
http://www.loraincounty.com/auditor/index.shtml, Accessed 2005.

45. Sources (Con't)


