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4. Present Name(s)

5. Historic or Other Name(s) Darling-Wiggins House
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93 Groveland St
6. Specific Address or Location

900086108004
6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number

Oberlin
7. City or Village

9. U.T.M. Reference
 Quadrangle Name: Oberlin
17   398318  4571133
Zone Easting Northing

10. Classification: Building
11. On National Register? NO

13. Part of Established Hist. Dist? NO
15. Other Designation (NR or Local)

16. Thematic Associations:

17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s)
c. 1895
18. Style Class and Design

18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s)

19. Architect or Engineer

19a. Design Sources

20. Contractor or Builder

21. Building Type or Plan
Gabled Ell
22. Original Use, if apparent

24. Ownership Private
25. Owner's Name & Address, if known

26. Property Acreage
27. Other Surveys

28. No. of Stories
Two and a half story
29. Basement? Yes
30. Foundation Material
Stone bearing
31. Wall Construction
Balloon/western/platform frame

32. Roof Type 

Roof Material
Cross gable

Slate
33. No. of Bays 3
34. Exterior Wall Material(s)

Aluminum or vinyl siding

35. Plan Shape

36. Changes associated with 17/17b Dates:

37. Window Type(s)
1 over 1

38. Building Dimensions

39. Endangered? NO
By What?

40. Chimney Placement
Off center within ridgeline
41. Distance from & Frontage on Road

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)

46. Prepared By:  Patricia :dedroceR etaD .84:noitazinagrO .74
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23. Present Use
Single Dwelling

Social/Fraternal Organizations
Public Safety
Sculpture

No academic style - Vernacular

Single Dwelling

Original/Most significant construct

32' x 58'

17.

17b.

43. History and Significance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)

45. Sources of Information

0.23 acres

7002/81/60retneC egatireH nilrebOMurphy

25'

This vernacular, Gabled Ell house features a full front porch at the north faτade. The porch follows the 'L' at the corner of the house and 
has a lattice-shaped balustrade below the porch eaves. The porch is supported by turned spindle posts (although one has been replaced
by a plain square post) and an aluminum-sided wall wraps around the perimeter of the porch. Brick steps with cement caps and a metal rail 
lead up to the porch. The gabled end of the north faτade has an entry at the left; the door has filled wood panels and is covered by a 
modern screen door. Two 1/1 windows are right of the door, and two 1/1 windows are in the second story. A smaller 1/1 window is in the 
attic gable. Within the 'L,' which is set back from the front of the house, a single 1/1 window is at the first and second stories. The roof of 
the house has slate shingles that are in a fishscale pattern, with an iron or metal seam at the ridgeline; the iron comes up to a point at the 
ends of the gables. The east elevation has a 1/1 window in the second story, at the portion of the house that contains the north-facing
gable. At the east-facing gable, a 1/1 window is at the right side of the  continued...

This house was probably built for Darius Darling and his wife, Julia, in 1895. They are the first known residents. Darius Darling was 
employed as a butcher, farmer, and deliverer of groceries. Also living with them were their son, William, and Julia's son Charles (Chas) 
McChesney from a previous marriage to John McChesney. According to city directories, William Darling was employed as a plumber and
Charles McChesney as an engineer and electrician. Both were members (Charles served as president) of the Knights and Ladies of Security, 
a mutual benefit fraternal organization that promoted temperance and disapproved of drugs and crime. By 1902, Charles and William had 
moved out and the Darlings' widowed daughter Ella May had moved in with her son Clarence Wood. Ella May, a dressmaker, also  

A detached two-car (two single doors) garage has a nearly flat roof. This house is located on a residential street that receives little traffic.

City Directories, Oberlin Heritage Center Resource Center.; Holsworth, Pat, Oberlin Pioneer Database..; Lorain County Court House, Auditor 
Property Record, Internet,  http://www.loraincounty.com/auditor/index.shtml, Accessed 2006.; Fairplay Stonecarvers, Internet, 
http://www.fairplaystonecarvers.com, Accessed 2006.; Kenneth Spencer Research Library, 'Guide to the Knights and Ladies of Security 
Collection Letters,' Internet, http://ead.diglib.ku.edu/xml/ksrl.kc.knightsandladiesletters.html,  continued...

Good/Fair
51. Condition of Property:

49. PIR Reviewer: RLK 50. PIR Review Date: 06/16/2008

53. Affiliated Inventory Numbers
Historic (OHI)

Archaeological (OAI)

L-shaped

52. Historic Outbuildings & Dependencies

Date

Garage
Structure Type

Associated Activity
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54. Farmstead Plan :

Report Associated With Project:

NADB #:

8. Site Plan with North Arrow

Bilateral asymmetry

Symmetry:

Gable with lateral wing
Orientation:

Flush
Door Position:

Single centered
Door Selection:



LOR-01967-211. No.

Lorain2. County

4. Present Name(s)

5. Historic or Other Name(s) Darling-Wiggins House
LO

R
-0196

7-21
42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)
 first and second stories. A vent is located in the gable. A two-story addition at the rear has a flat roof, with a smaller 1/1 window in the first 
and second stories. The west elevation has three 1/1 windows at the first story. The second story has two 1/1 windows. At the far right (in the 
rear addition), the gabled roof is shorter and faces south; it has a slate roof. The side porch at the addition has turned spindle supports and a 
simple, modern balustrade. A modern door and screen door provide entry near the center of this porch. The second story of the addition has 
a 1/1 window.

 appears to have gone by 'Mary.' She is listed under both names in the Oberlin City directories. By 1910, Julia's brother Hiram Weed joined 
the household along with Charles McChesney, who appears to have returned. Julia passed away in 1912 and Darius followed in 1915. It is 
noted in his obituary that Darius was a member of the original Oberlin fire department. The 1916 directory lists Julia's brother Hiram and her 
son Charles as the only occupants. By 1920 they had moved out and Ella May had moved back in. She, along with her son Clarence, an 
electrician, his wife Bernice, a nurse, and their child, lived here until 1944. Next to occupy the house, listed in the 1948 directories, was the 
Bowman family, Clarence, Anna, and their child. Clarence (Clair) was a painter and delivery man. By 1956 Henry E. Wiggins and his wife, 
Gladys, are listed as the residents and homeowners. The Wiggins were an African American family; Henry was a truck driver and Gladys was 
a nurse. They lived in the house at least until 1973. By 1999, Nicholas Fairplay occupied the house. Nicholas managed his own company, 
Fairplay Stonecarvers, where he produced hand-carved stone fireplaces, ornaments, and sculptures. Born in England, he worked there for 29 
years on famous cathedrals, castles, and royal palaces such as Westminster Abbey, St. Paul's Cathedral, Windsor Castle, and the Houses of 
Parliament. The vice president of his company is Elizabeth Meadows, who lived with him as of 2006. She too is a sculptor, only her medium 
of choice is metal.  She has taught classes at Oberlin College and FAVA.

43. History and Significance (Con't)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

 Accessed 2006.; 'Character Was an Inspiration to Many,' Oberlin News Tribune, 31 July 1930, p. 1, c. 5.; 'Darius Darling Taken By Death,' 
Oberlin News, 3 March 1915, p. 1, c. 3.; 'Obituary,' Oberlin News, 3 July 1912, p. 5, c. 3-4.

45. Sources (Con't)


