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4. Present Name(s)
Langston Middle School

1. No. 2. County

LOR

3. Location of Negatives O.H.l.O. Resource

[ ]coded

Roll # Exp. #
2 01

Facing

W

5. Historic or OtherName(s)

Front Oberlin High School, Oberlin Junior High School

6. Specific Address or Location
150 North Main Street

17. Date(s) or Period
1922

17b. Alteration Date(s)

30. Foundation Material
Brick

18. Style or Design

1982
High Style @
Neo-Classical Revival

Elements D

6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number

31. Wall Construction
Brick-lined Frame

18a. Style of Addition or Element(s) 32. Roof:
7. City or Village If Rural, Township & Vicinity Type Flat
Oberlin 19. Architect or Engineer l;;[tcth - Elalt(
8. Site Plan with North Arrow Mr. Warner atert nknown
19a. Design Sources 33. No. Bays Front 7
= i ' alnit unknown Side 3
N I:I I 20. Contractor or Builder 34. Exterior Wall Material(s)
E unknown Brick, Common/American Bond
O (|8
= S 21. Building Type or Plan
= ||O Other Building 35. Plan Shape
i _ i Rectangular
22. Original Use, if apparent —
W Lorai | | School 36. Changes (Explain in #42)
Gl Reconstruction
9. U.T.M. Reference  Quadrangle Name 23, Present Use Additions
Zone Easting Northing School

37. Window Type(s)

24. Ownership

@ Public D Private

4 over 4, 8 over 8,

m 38. Bldg. Dims. 125’ x 75’ approx.
- |:| Site |:| Structure 25. Owner’s Name & Address, if known -
’ : 39 Endangered? No Explain:
Buildin . Oberlin Board of Education
] £ [] opiect 153 N. Main St.
11. On National Register ? 12. N.R. Potential ? Oberlin OH 44074 40. Chimney Placement
No Yes No Chimney Observed
13. Part of Estb Hist Dist? 4. Dist. Potential ? 26. Property Acreage 41a. Distance from road 50" approx.
No Yes 27. Other Surveys in Which Included 41b.Frontage on road 125" approx.
15. Name of Established District (N.R. or Local) no
16. Thematic Association(s) 28. No. of Stories 3
Education/ Public Schools 29.Basement? Yes

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features

The western side of this school building kept its historic facade when the building was remodeled in the 1980s. A
large doorway is centered on this symmetrical facade. Two sandstone staircases approach the door from either
side. Underneath the main entrance is a doorway on the basement level. The main doorway is recessed, and
capped by a broken pediment. Over this pediment are windows. The entire doorway is surrounded by a large
wooden entablature, topped by a fanlight enclosed within a semicircular arch with a sandstone keystone. To either
side of this fanlight are sandstone plaques with decorative laurel designs in them.  (continued on back)

43. History and Significance

This building, originally known as Oberlin High School, was built to replace Union School; construction was finished
in September of 1923. In 1936, an arts building was erected just south of the high school. In 1965, a new high
school was built on North Pleasant St., and this building became the Oberlin Junior High School. In the early 1980s,
the building was renovated. A trades strike during the early phases of renovation slowed the project and forced
students to use other school buildings, but the remodeling was finished in 1983. (continued on back)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (see #52)

This building is on a main access route to the town center. It is placed near college buildings and a church, with an
intrusion of a gas station. The homes on this block are in varying degrees of preservation.

46. Prepared by
D.G. Henry, G. Baudoin, M. Franck

47. Organization

O.H.1.O. and H.P.C.

48. Date Recorded

45. Sources of Information

Lorain County Courthouse, Auditor Property Records, 2001. Internet.
http://www.loraincounty.com/auditor/index.shtml. Oberlin Historic Preservation Commission Files. O.H.1.O.
Resource Center Files. Oberlin City Directories.

Breithaupt, Sarah. “Oberlin honors famous citizen.” Lorain Morning Journal, July, 1983.

Program for the dedication of Langston Middle School, Sunday, July 3, 1983.
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49 Revised by

50a. Date Revised
50b. Reviewed by




51. Condition of Property \ OHIO
54. Farmstead Plan P gI(I)SC’Ii(}%%I(CAL
D Excellent D Ruin

SINCE 1885
@ Good/Fair |:| Destroyed/Burned

Deteriorated
Date

52. Historic Outbuildings and Dependencies

Barn Type(s)
n/a

|:| Corn Crib or Shed |:| Summer Kitchen |:| Silo

Smoke House |:| Spring House |:| Ice House
Designed Landscape

i Garage
Features D Privy |:| ¢

53. Affiliated OAI Site Number(s)

OAI Completed?
) . Observed Expected on Basis of
Archaeological Feature: Archival Research
Well No No
Privy No No
Cistern No No
Foundation No No
Structural Rubble No No
Formal Trash Dump No No
Other No No

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued from page 1)

Above the entire entrance section is a triangular pediment with dentils and a round window with 4 sandstone keystones around it. Other than the doorway, this
side of the building consists of symmetrically placed windows. This used to be the main entrance, but it is no longer used. When the building was renovated,
a new entrance was built on the east side, with roofed walkways where busses can drop off children. The pyramidal roofs of the walkways are mimicked in a
two-story tower that serves as one entrance to the part of the building that used to be a separate art building, but was attached to the main building during the
renovations. This tower is placed in the middle of six rectangular windows with keystone arches over them. Above these windows are small hexagonal
windows. The entrance to the main building features a triangular brick false front with another hexagonal window. Another triangular false front is on the top
story of the building towards the middle, and features a large fanlight.

43. History and Significance (Continued from page 1.)

A new gym, locker rooms, an elevator, administrative offices, music rooms, and a lobby were added as the old space was renovated; what had been a
cafeteria became a new library; new ceilings, plumbing, restrooms, and windows were added. The arts building was attached to the main building, and used
again for arts and home economics. A new main entrance was put on the west side of the building; the grand entrance on the east side is no longer used,
although its beauty was retained in the renovation. When the renovation was finished, the school was dedicated in honor of John Mercer Langston, and is now
known as Langston Middle School. Langston (1829-1897) was Oberlin College’s first African-American graduate, the first African-American attorney in Ohio,
the first African-American man elected to public office, and president of the Equal Rights League (forerunner of the N.A.A.C.P.).




