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4. Present Name(s) rental property
5. Historic or Other Name(s) Griffin-Cameron-Royal House
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R
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234 North Main
6. Specific Address or Location

900075110013
6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number

Oberlin
7. City or Village

9. U.T.M. Reference
 Quadrangle Name: Oberlin
17   397985  4572296
Zone Easting Northing

10. Classification: Building
11. On National Register? NO

13. Part of Established Hist. Dist? NO
15. Other Designation (NR or Local)

16. Thematic Associations:

17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s)
ca. 1894
18. Style Class and Design

18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s)

19. Architect or Engineer

19a. Design Sources

20. Contractor or Builder

21. Building Type or Plan
Four-over-Four
22. Original Use, if apparent

24. Ownership Private
25. Owner's Name & Address, if known

34 Robin Park Blvd.
Oberlin, OH 44074
26. Property Acreage
27. Other Surveys

28. No. of Stories
Two story
29. Basement? Yes
30. Foundation Material
Unknown
31. Wall Construction
Balloon/western/platform frame

32. Roof Type 

Roof Material
Hip

Asphalt shingle
33. No. of Bays 3
34. Exterior Wall Material(s)

Asbestos/asphalt siding

35. Plan Shape

36. Changes associated with 17/17b Dates:

37. Window Type(s)
1 over 1

38. Building Dimensions

39. Endangered? YES
By What?

40. Chimney Placement
Center
41. Distance from & Frontage on Road

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)

46. Prepared By:  Liz 47. Organization: 48. Date Recorded:

rental property
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2Side Bays

23. Present Use
Multiple Dwelling

Modern Replacements

Governmental Administration
PRIVATE/College
COMMERCE

unknown

No academic style - Vernacular

Single Dwelling

Evelyn Jane Kountoupes

Original/Most significant construct

Substantial alteration/addition

30' x 59'

17.

17b.

43. History and Significance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)

45. Sources of Information

unknown

Oberlin Heritage Center 11/20/2009Schultz

25'

This vernacular house has a full front porch at the east facade. The porch has a hip roof and a shingled half-wall surrounds the perimeter 
of the porch. The battered porch supports are also covered in shingles. Concrete steps with metal railings lead up to the center of the 
porch. Lattice is below the porch. Two altered doors are within the porch, at the center. To the left and right of the doors, 2/2 double hung 
windows have shallow pointed-arch moldings that have been covered in aluminum. At the second story, three 2/2 double hung windows 
also have flattened arches. The south elevation has three double hung windows at the first story; all have flattened arches moldings 
above them. The right window is 2/2 double hung, while the others are replacements. At the second story, two double hung windows have 
flattened arches. The left window is 2/2 double hung and the right window has been replaced. A one-story addition at the southwest 
corner has a flat roof and one 2/2 double hung window with a pediment that faces east. At the south, an opening (likely a former window) 
with a pediment has been covered with a plywood board at the right. At the left, a 1/1 double hung  continued...

This house, which now serves as a rental house for college students, was built around 1894.  The first known resident was Marietta W. 
Danforth.  While she may have lived by herself, many of her family members lived next door at 230 North Main.  Her husband, Benjamin 
Danforth, died before Marietta moved into the house.  Around the same time Marietta moved in, her sister Harriet A. Wheat moved in.  Both 
sisters lived in the house until at least 1897.  Around the time the sisters moved out, Levi and Ella A. Pember moved in, living in the house 
at least in1899 and moving out by1902.  The Griffin family moved in next.   Allen Eugene Griffin, a postal worker and brick layer, lived with 
his wife Helen E. (Eskert), their son Carroll E. and their daughter Frances.  By 1916 the Griffins had moved  continued...

The house has a detached, historic garage, which has a pyramidal roof and wood clapboard siding. Two single-car garage doors have 
vertical wood siding. The house is located on one of Oberlin's busier streets and is surrounded by other residences.

Oberlin Heritage Center Resource Center, City Directories, Oberlin Phone Book and Past Perfect collections program; Lorain County Court 
House, Auditor Property Record, Internet, http://www.loraincounty.com/auditorindex.shtml, accessed 2009;  Oberlin High School 
Obituaries, http://www.oberlin-high.org/obits/ohs_obits_o.html; 'Married', 5/4/1893, Oberlin News, Pg. 1, Col. 5; 'Died', 1/10/1899, Oberlin 
News, Pg. 1, Col. 4; 'Pleasant PTA Elects', 5/15/1941, Oberlin News-Tribune, Pg. 1; 'Council  continued...

Alteration

Good/Fair
51. Condition of Property:

49. PIR Reviewer: 50. PIR Review Date:

53. Affiliated Inventory Numbers
Historic (OHI)

Archaeological (OAI)

Square

52. Historic Outbuildings & Dependencies

historic
Date

Garage
Structure Type

Associated Activity
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54. Farmstead Plan :

Report Associated With Project:

NADB #:

8. Site Plan with North Arrow

Bilateral symmetry
Symmetry:

Other
Orientation:

Flush
Door Position:

Two doors symmetrical
Door Selection:
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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)
 window does not have a pediment. The north elevation has two 2/2 double hung windows at the first and second stories; they have 
flattened arches. At the original body of the house, in the west elevation, a 2/2 double hung window is at the left, while a small 1/1 double 
hung window is at the far left. At the second story, a wood door at the left has three horizontal windows and horizontal, filled panels below. 
A small, horizontal, sliding window is right of center. A 1/1 double hung replacement window is at the far right; it has a flattened arch. The 
one-story addition at the center and the right has a flat roof. The west elevation has a non-historic door at the center and a 1/1 double hung 
window at the right. The north elevation has a 2/2 double hung window at the left and a small 1/1 double hung window at the right (both 
have flattened arches).

 out and two new families moved in.  One was the Christian/Binns family.  Elizabeth Christian lived with her two children, Pearl B. and 
Malcom, her son-in-law Samuel J. Binns and her two grandchildren, Pearl E. Binns and Samuel H. Binns.  That same year Harry Ford lived in 
the house.  By 1926 both families had moved out.  The next known family is the Cameron family which moved in by 1929.  Charles Palmer 
Cameron, a police officer, lived with his wife Helen (nee Jeffrey) and son William.  Helen was elected President of the PTA of Pleasant 
School around 1940; she also joined the Oberlin Travel Bureau.  Charles was selected as Chief of Police in 1941.  Charles' term as Police 
Chief was very short because he died of a heart attack later that year at the age of 44.  In 1942, Helen took up employment at the Standard 
Drug Store.  Around that time Helen's mother and father, Frank Jeffery and Esther Elizabeth Jeffrey, moved into the house.  In 1943 Esther 
died after an illness at the age of 64.  In 1944 Helen became the proprietor of the Travel Bureau in Oberlin.  Helen continued in that capacity 
for a number of years and lived in the house until sometime between 1948 and 1956, when she moved out.  By 1956, Leroy H. Fields, Jr., his 
wife Helen, and their three children were listed at this address.  Leroy worked at a foundry while his wife was an operator at Harper Method 
Shop (a beauty shop).  Between 1956 and 1961 the Fields moved out and the Royal family moved in.  Gregory Q. Royal was a sand mixer 
turned TV repairman, and lived with his wife Dorothy.  The couple had five children, although two no longer lived in the house by 1970.  The 
entire Royal family had moved out by 1979.  The current owner is Evelyn Jane Kountoupes who has owned the house since about 1991; she 
rents it to college students. Known residents included:  Philip Stevens (c. 1984-1985), Joshua Bass (c. 1991), and 2005: Matthew Pantell (c. 
2005).

43. History and Significance (Con't)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

 Creates City Planning Commiss'n', 6/19/1941; 'To Retire', 6/24/1941, Oberlin News-Tribune, Pg.1;  'Village Briefs', 10/13/1941, Oberlin 
News-Tribune, Pg. 3; 'Police Chief Cameron Died This Morning', 11/18/1941, Oberlin News-Tribune, Pg. 1; 'Mrs. Frank Jeffrey Dies', 
8/12/1943, Oberlin News-Tribune, Pg. 3; 'Mrs. Helen Cameron is New Proprietor of Travel Bureau', 3/30/1944; Oberlin News-Tribune, Pg. 1.

45. Sources (Con't)


