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1.No. LOR-1832-21 |2.County Lorain 4. Present Name(s) 5o
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3. Location of Negatives (Q.H.I.O. é
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Roll No. Picture No.(s) 5. Historic or Other Name(s) N

> 67 Mitchell-Oehling House

6. Specific Address or Location 16. Thematic Associations: 28. No. of Stories o
235 N. Main Street African American, College, Governmental Administ Two story g Q
—_c
17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s) 29. Basement? Yes 33

6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number
0900076101017

c. 1877 1923 (Property Card)

7. City or Village If Rural, Township & Vicinity

18. Style or Design High Style

30. Foundation Material
Stone bearing

No academic style - Vernacular, Elements

31. Wall Construction
Balloon frame/western frame/pla

32.Roof Type Cross gable
Roof Material Asphalt shingle

33.No.of Bays 4
Side Bays 4

34. Exterior Wall Material(s)
Asbestos/asphalt siding

35. Plan Shape L-shaped

36. Changes Addition
(Explain in #42) Altered Yes
Moved

Oberlin 18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s)
8. Site Plan with North Arrow
| 0 19. Architect or Engineer
O |&= -
=
o g 0 /I\ 19a. Design Sources
O =
oo oFo |,
Urian Gt m 20. Contractor or Builder
| E 0
O O 21. Building Type or Plan
Gabled Ell
9. U.T.M. Reference 22. Original Use, if apparent
Quadrangle Name:  Oberlin Single Dwelling, , ,
17 398118 4572544 23. Present Use
Zone Easting Northing Single Dwelling, ,

37. Window Type(s)
1over1,2over2

10. Classification: Building

24.Ownership Private

38. Building Dimensions
26'x 50'

11. On National Register?

13. Part of Established Hist. Dist?

25. Owner's Name & Address, if known

39. Endangered?
By What?

15. Other Designation (NR or Local)

26. Property Acreage 5

40. Chimney Placement

Lateral Exterior

27. Other Surveys

41. Distance from & Frontage on Road
Dist: 15' & Frontage: 66'
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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)

This two-story vernacular home is fashioned in a gabled ell shape. The house also contains several gingerbread/folk elements. S tone steps lead up
to the four-post front porch that extends the width of the house and also wraps around onto the north elevation, where a door i s located. Another

door is situated on the left corner of the gabled section and two windows are to the right. A decorative covering under the por ch and the top portion

are continued...

43. History and Significance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

This house was built sometime before 1877. The first known residents were from an African American family: William M Mitchell, a North
Carolinian, his wife Zurah Ann, a Virginian, & their five children: Walter, Arthur, Minerva, James, & Nellie. After Ann's death soon after giving birth
to Nellie, William re-married in 1883 to Edith. William, a house painter and paper hanger, was elected to one term on the village council in 1884

and ran unsuccessfully for village and township positions continued...

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)

The house is located on N. Main St. directly across where Union St. intersects into Main St. A one-car, detached garage is located on the rear of
the property. The gable-roofed garage has vinyl siding and contains shed doors on the right. The house is in fair condition and is surrounded by

other maintained homes.

45, Sources of Information

Bigglestone, William E, 'They Stopped in Oberlin: Black Residents and Visitors of the Nineteenth Century,' Innovation Group, 19 81.; City
Directories, O.H.L.O Resource Center.; Gordon, Stephen C, 'How to Complete the Ohio Historic Inventory,' Ohio Historical Society, Columbus,

1992.; Lorain County continued...

46. Prepared By: Clark, Surovy, Tomazic, Tuohy

47. Organization: O.H.l.O./Oberlin Heritage Center

48. Date Recorded: 08/02/2004
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°
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Roll No. Picture No.(s) 5. Historic or Other Name(s) 'lN,
5 6,7 Mitchell-Oehling House -
51. Condition of Property: Good/Fair 54. Farmstead Plan

52. Historic Outbuildings and Dependencies
Garage

53. Affiliated OAI Site Numbers

Door Selection: Two doors asymmetrical

Door Position: Flush

Orientation: Gable with two story same height
Symmetry: Bilateral asymmetry
FOR OHPO USE:

49. Revised By:
50a. Date Revised:

50b. Reviewed by:

RPR Number:

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)

decorated in a gingerbread fashion. One two-over-two window is located under the front gable and contains a triangular pediment. Most of the
windows are one-over-one and have triangular pediments with the exception of a few awning or hopper windows. The roof is situated in a cross gable
shape. However, two gabled sections appear on the north elevation, which might be the result of some alterations to the house as a one-story shed
roofed section is located on the rear of the house. Windows arranged in several layouts are located on the north and south elevation. A small
covered entry appears on the south elevation that contains the same adornment and materials as the front porch. Horizontal wood siding covers the
exterior of the house. The house is supported on a basement and a stone foundation.

43. History and Significance (Con't)

afterwards. Edith & William rented rooms in this house to black students and were so popular that generations of students from the same family
would live in their home. After William died in 1919, Edith stayed until 1923 (Biggelstone 150, City Directory). The next known residents, CW and
Viola Fackler, were listed in the 1929 city directory. CW worked for State Auto Mutual Insurance. The 1933 and 1935 city directories list Ralph E
Myers, who owned an auto body shop, his wife Emma, & JE Myers, a laborer. Eleanor and Carl P Oehling, a baker, moved in between 1935-7. The
Oehlings stayed for more than thirty years. In 1948, Myrtle L Hurd as well as Jan Oehling, who worked at OC, are listed at the house in addition to
Carl. In 1961, Charlotte Spooner, retired, & Vera H McComb, who worked at OC, were living with Carl. Carl lived at the house at least until 1970, but
by 1973 EK Oehling had moved in & stayed until stayed until 1975 when ownership was transferred to Patricia A Walter, a 1951 OHS graduate (City
Directory, O-High Alumni Property Card). In 2002, Patricia sold the house to Larry Funk, a developer & president of the Oberlin Chamber of

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

45. Sources (Con't)

Court House, Auditor Property Record, Internet, http://www.loraincounty.com/auditor/index.shtml, Accessed 2004.; Oberlin Alumni Magazine,
Internet, http://www.oberlin.edu/alummag/oamcurrent/oam_fall_00/alliance02.html, Accessed 2004.; McAlester, Virginia and Lee, 'A Field Guide to
American Houses," Alfred K. Knopf Inc., New York, 2000.; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps.
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