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4. Present Name(s)

5. Historic or Other Name(s) Geer-Richardson House
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261 North Main
6. Specific Address or Location

0900076101013
6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number

Oberlin
7. City or Village

9. U.T.M. Reference
 Quadrangle Name: Oberlin
17   398129  4572670
Zone Easting Northing

10. Classification: Building
11. On National Register? NO

13. Part of Established Hist. Dist? NO
15. Other Designation (NR or Local)

16. Thematic Associations:

17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s)
1860s
18. Style Class and Design

18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s)

19. Architect or Engineer

19a. Design Sources

20. Contractor or Builder

21. Building Type or Plan
Gabled Ell
22. Original Use, if apparent

24. Ownership Private
25. Owner's Name & Address, if known

26. Property Acreage
27. Other Surveys

28. No. of Stories
Two story
29. Basement? Yes
30. Foundation Material
Stone bearing
31. Wall Construction
Balloon/western/platform frame

32. Roof Type 

Roof Material
Cross gable

Asphalt shingle
33. No. of Bays 2
34. Exterior Wall Material(s)

Clapboard or weatherboard

35. Plan Shape

36. Changes associated with 17/17b Dates:

37. Window Type(s)
1 over 1

38. Building Dimensions

39. Endangered? NO
By What?

40. Chimney Placement
Center
41. Distance from & Frontage on Road

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)

46. Prepared By:  Patricia :dedroceR etaD .84:noitazinagrO .74
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23. Present Use
Single Dwelling

City and Regional Planning
Christianity
Newspapers/Magazines

Dominant No academic style - Vernacular

Single Dwelling

Original/Most significant construct

Substantial alteration/addition

24' x 67'

17.

17b.

43. History and Significance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)

45. Sources of Information

0.5
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25' approx

This vernacular, gabled ell house has stone steps that lead up to the full front porch. The porch has a hip roof & lattice runs below the 
porch. The porch has simple square supports with simple square caps. A modern wall runs around the perimeter of the porch; the wall is 
comprised of solid wood sheets. The door is located at the left side of the elevation & has sidelights. The lowest quarter of each sidelight 
contains a filled panel, rather than glass. 2 1/1 double hung windows are located at the right side of the 1st story. The 2nd story has 1 large 
1/1 double hung window with shutters. The gable has a small, square window. A cross-gabled section at the left side of the elevation
contains a square window, which is located high in the 1st story & is flanked by shutters. The north elevation features a projecting
cross-gable at the center & has a large 1/1 double hung window between the 1st & 2nd stories.  A 1/1 double hung window is located at the 
left of the 1st story. 2 additions are visible at the rear. The 2nd addition, which is the farthest east, has a higher gable than the 1st addition 
(located between the house & 2nd addition). The 1st addition has a  continued...

This house was built between 1861-73 and the first resident listed in city directories is Amos C.Geer in 1873. Amos died in 1874, but his wife, 
Harriet (nee Chapin) lived here through 1894. In the 1877 directory and the 1880 census, Harriet's daughter, Anna M. Chapin Burnham (Mrs. 
Thomas E.) and granddaughter, Nellie M., lived with her. By 1900 Harriet lived in Russia Township with her daughter Mary Elizabeth and 
son-in-law George N. Carruthers. In 1895, Rev. Abraham Lincoln Squire moved into the house with his wife, Julia A. (nee Trout). Abraham 
had attended the OC Seminary and later became a lawyer and editor in Oklahoma. The Squires only lived here a short time and by 1897 Mrs. 
Mary E. Richardson had moved in with her daughter, Mary Hazen Richardson, a student at the Oberlin Academy.  continued...

This house is located on a residential portion of Main Street/S.R. 58, which receives a regular flow of traffic.

'Harriet Geer, Obituary,' Lorain County News, 12 September 1905, p. 4, c. 4.; Blodgett, Geoffrey, 'Oberlin Architecture, College and Town: A 
Guide to Social History,' Oberlin College, 1985.; City Directories, O.H.I.O Resource Center.; Holsworth, Pat, Oberlin Pioneer Database.; 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps.; Gordon, Stephen C., 'How to Complete the Ohio Historic Inventory,' Ohio Historical Society, Columbus.
1992.; McAlester, Virginia and Lee. 'A Field Guide to American Houses.' Alfred K. Knopf  continued...

Good/Fair
51. Condition of Property:

49. PIR Reviewer: 50. PIR Review Date:

53. Affiliated Inventory Numbers
Historic (OHI)

Archaeological (OAI)

Greek cross

52. Historic Outbuildings & Dependencies

Date

Structure Type

Associated Activity
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54. Farmstead Plan :

Report Associated With Project:

NADB #:

8. Site Plan with North Arrow

Bilateral asymmetry

Symmetry:

Gable with lateral wing
Orientation:

Flush
Door Position:

Single centered
Door Selection:
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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)
 modern door with 9 lights in the upper half at the center, with a 1/1 double hung window to its left. The second (far east) addition has a 6/6 
double hung window. The south elevation features a projecting cross-gable towards the center, which has a 1/1 double hung window at the 
1st & 2nd stories. A small, square window is located in the center of the gable. 1/1 double hung windows are also located at both stories to 
the left of the gable; these windows have shutters. The portion right of the gable is obscured.

 Mary E. passed away in 1906. By 1907, Mary H. had departed Oberlin for China, where she pursued missionary work. It is likely that Mary H. 
Richardson retained ownership of the house and the series of residents between 1907 and 1939 rented it from her. In 1908, Daniel P 
Moneagle moved into the house with his wife Mary J and daughter Olive. Daniel was a foreman at the Oberlin News Printing Company. They 
are not listed in the directory in other years. The next known occupants were truck driver Delmar and Katharine (nee Hoeh) Horning, who 
were listed in the 1929 city directory. The 1933 directory lists carpenter A.L. and Sevilla E Bungard at this residence with two children, in 
addition to Alice, Alvin (a laborer) and Mary (employed at the Oberlin Laundry) Bungard. The 1935-6 residents were Ernest A and Minnie 
Malham and their child. Ernest was a painter and decorator; another daughter, Miss Beatrice Malham, also lived here. In 1937-8, WPA 
foreman James Reid lived here with his wife Jenet, as well as children James, Jr, a grocery clerk, and Elizabeth. Around 1939, Mary H. 
Richardson returned to this house and lived here in her retirement through 1961. She died in the early 1960s, by then in her upper 90s. By 
1970, Mrs. Verba Lee Lewis had moved in with (presumably her sons) Steven, a student and Jeffery, a clerk at IGA Foodliner. Mrs. Lewis lived 
here through 1986-7. Recent owners include Georgia Cameron in 1991 - she lived in Grafton, OH; Thomas J Oster in the early 1990s.

43. History and Significance (Con't)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

 Inc. New York. 2000.; 'Alumni Register: Graduates and Former Students, Teaching and Administrative Staff, (1833-1960).' Oberlin College, 
1961.; Lorain County Court House, Auditor Property Record, Internet,  http://www.loraincounty.com/auditor/index.shtml, Accessed 2005.

45. Sources (Con't)


