
 OHIO HISTORIC INVENTORY
Ohio Historic Preservation Office 
567 E. Hudson St.
Columbus, OH 43211
614/298-2000

RPR Number:

LOR-02090-211. No.
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4. Present Name(s) rental property
5. Historic or Other Name(s) Carter-Bows House
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283 North Main
6. Specific Address or Location

0900076101010
6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number

Oberlin
7. City or Village

9. U.T.M. Reference
 Quadrangle Name: Oberlin
17   398133  4572703
Zone Easting Northing

10. Classification: Building
11. On National Register? NO

13. Part of Established Hist. Dist? NO
15. Other Designation (NR or Local)

16. Thematic Associations:

17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s)
1950
18. Style Class and Design

18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s)

19. Architect or Engineer

19a. Design Sources

20. Contractor or Builder

21. Building Type or Plan
Non-discernable House Type
22. Original Use, if apparent

24. Ownership Private
25. Owner's Name & Address, if known

13700 Trenton Trail
Middleburg Hts, OH, 44130
26. Property Acreage
27. Other Surveys

28. No. of Stories
One and a half story
29. Basement? Yes
30. Foundation Material
Unknown
31. Wall Construction
Balloon/western/platform frame

32. Roof Type 

Roof Material
Gable

Asphalt shingle
33. No. of Bays 4
34. Exterior Wall Material(s)

Brick

35. Plan Shape

36. Changes associated with 17/17b Dates:

37. Window Type(s)
1 over 1

38. Building Dimensions

39. Endangered? NO
By What?

40. Chimney Placement
Off center within roof surface
41. Distance from & Frontage on Road

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)

46. Prepared By:  Liz 47. Organization: 48. Date Recorded:
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23. Present Use
RESIDENTIAL/DOMESTIC

Other

African American
Health Care
Architectural Materials

unknown

Element Colonial Revival
No academic style - Vernacular

Single Dwelling
Multiple Dwelling

Chorng G. Jang

Original/Most significant construct

Substantial alteration/addition

29' x 57'

17.

17b.

43. History and Significance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)

45. Sources of Information

unknown

Oberlin Heritage Center 11/20/2009Schultz

35'

This 1 1/2 story front gable vernacular house with Colonial Revival elements still retains much of its historical integrity, despite the 
addition of dormers on the sides and an addition at rear. The west/front facade has, in the upper story, a single centered 1/1 double hung 
window.  In the first story, from left, is a 1/1 double hung window, a wood and glass door with two small vertically-oriented glass windows 
in the top right quadrant of the door, with the shorter one to the right, and a large window with a large central pane of plate glass flanked 
by smaller panes of glass. The large window is set in a coursed rock element, which projects slightly from the brick-face of the rest of the 
wall. All historic windows appear to have slightly-projecting sills of stone or concrete. The large window and the door are covered by the 
one-story front porch, which appears to be original to the house.  The basement extends beneath it, as evidenced by visible basement 
windows, and its wall material is identical to that of the central part of the building. The porch is made of a poured concrete floor set on a 
brick base, with brick and concrete steps entering from the left.  continued...

According to the Lorain County Auditor, this house was built in 1950.  The first recorded residents were Espie U. Carter and Harry Bows, 
both African Americans, in 1956.  Harry's wife Muriel also lived here in 1956 and they had four children.  Harry Bows was a carpenter and a 
member of the Seventh Day Adventists Church on Park Street.  He acted as contractor for the construction of the church.  Carter built 
Carter Nursing Home, an African American nursing home at 284 East Lorain Street in Oberlin.  Espie Carter's wife Bessie W. is also listed at 
this residence in 1961, until she died in 1964.  Espie lived in the house at least through 1973.  He died in 1981 and was buried in Westwood 
Cemetery.  Doris Mayes was listed at this residence c. 1980-1981.  Mayes had been a professor of voice at  continued...

There is a detached garage, from c.1950, associated with the house.  It is brick faced and probably approximately contemporaneous with 
the house.  This house is located on a residential portion of North Main Street, a busy thoroughfare in Oberlin.

Oberlin Heritage Center Resource Center, City Directories, Oberlin Phone Books, Master Genealogist, and Past Perfect collections 
program; Lorain County Court House, Auditor Property Record, Internet, http://www.loraincounty.com/auditorindex.shtml, Accessed 2009; 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, Oberlin, Ohio; Demchick, Harrison and Phil Kreniske, 'Park Street 7th Day Adventist Church: A History,' 
http://www.oberlin.edu/external/EOG/AfAmChurches/ParkStreetChurch.htm, accessed 2009.
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51. Condition of Property:

49. PIR Reviewer: 50. PIR Review Date:

53. Affiliated Inventory Numbers
Historic (OHI)

Archaeological (OAI)

Rectangular

52. Historic Outbuildings & Dependencies

ca. 1950
Date

Garage
Structure Type

Associated Activity
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54. Farmstead Plan :

Report Associated With Project:

NADB #:

8. Site Plan with North Arrow

Bilateral symmetry
Symmetry:

Gable end axis
Orientation:

Flush
Door Position:

Single off center
Door Selection:
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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)
 The porch has a simple balustrade of wood, and the porch roof is supported by simple wood posts at the corners, on both sides of the 
stairs, and near the center of the elevation. The front gable has a triangular vent at its very tip. The north elevation is dominated by two 
sizeable gabled dormers, probably additions, which are covered in vinyl siding and project from the roof of the original part of the house. 
The front dormer has a six-pane casement window; the back dormer has a 2/2 double hung window. The first story original segment has 
four windows, from right to left: a six-pane casement window, a recessed side door, and two 2/2 double hung windows. There are also three 
rectangular windows in the basement in the front section. In the rear section, probably an addition, there are two six-light windows, possibly 
fixed. The roof of this rear element is flat. At the very rear, the wall projects at half-height, possibly with a flower-box on top, next to a metal 
awning, presumably covering a rear door. The south elevation also has two gabled dormers, which are covered in vinyl siding, rather 
smaller than those on the north elevation, and both with 2/2 double hung windows. The first floor has, from left to right, a large glass block 
window and six 2/2 double hung windows, of which three are grouped, with the other three occurring separately. The last window in the 
series has a brick slip sill instead of the concrete or stone one. Basement windows are also evident on this elevation.

 the Oberlin Conservatory of Music.  Victor Provost was the resident in the 1984-1985 directory.  The next known owner was Richard Langfur 
from 1988 to 1996.  He may have simply rented out the house since he was not listed in city directories.  Gabriel R. Langfur is the only 
known occupant during that time (c. 1991).  From 1996 to 2003 George Wakeman was listed at this house.  A possible resident from 2003 to 
2005 was Chorng G. Jang, who is currently the owner but whose address is no longer listed in Oberlin.

43. History and Significance (Con't)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

45. Sources (Con't)


