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287 North Main
6. Specific Address or Location

0900076101009
6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number

Oberlin
7. City or Village

9. U.T.M. Reference
 Quadrangle Name: Oberlin
17   398131  4572719
Zone Easting Northing

10. Classification: Building
11. On National Register? NO

13. Part of Established Hist. Dist? NO
15. Other Designation (NR or Local)

16. Thematic Associations:

17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s)
1950
18. Style Class and Design

18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s)

19. Architect or Engineer

19a. Design Sources

20. Contractor or Builder

21. Building Type or Plan
Non-discernable House Type
22. Original Use, if apparent

24. Ownership Private
25. Owner's Name & Address, if known

287 N. Main St.
Oberlin, OH, 44074
26. Property Acreage
27. Other Surveys

28. No. of Stories
One and a half story
29. Basement? Yes
30. Foundation Material
Brick bearing
31. Wall Construction
Balloon/western/platform frame

32. Roof Type 

Roof Material
Gable

Asphalt shingle
33. No. of Bays 3
34. Exterior Wall Material(s)

Brick

35. Plan Shape

36. Changes associated with 17/17b Dates:

37. Window Type(s)
1 over 1

38. Building Dimensions

39. Endangered? NO
By What?

40. Chimney Placement
Gable end, exterior
41. Distance from & Frontage on Road

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)

46. Prepared By:  Liz 47. Organization: 48. Date Recorded:
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3Side Bays

23. Present Use
Single Dwelling

Other

African American
Adventist
Architectural Materials

unknown

Other

Single Dwelling

David and Carol Eddleman

Aluminum or vinyl siding

Original/Most significant construct

Substantial alteration/addition

30' x 59'

17.

17b.

43. History and Significance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)

45. Sources of Information

unknown

Oberlin Heritage Center 11/20/2009Schultz

40'

This house retains many of its original features. The style can be considered Minimal Traditional with its combined Colonial Revival and 
Cape Cod elements and restrained ornamentation and size.  The side-gabled, steeply pitched roof slants to a lower angle to create the 
front porch (west elevation), behind which the entry is recessed. Three decorative iron supports with S-curves appear to bolster the roof, 
connected by a balustrade. The front door is located at center, with two panels below a square window. To the left, the porch is even 
deeper. Here there is a large fixed square window with a lintel of vertical bricks and a stone slip sill. Five sidelights line the window at 
each side. To the right of the porch is a front-facing gable, about three-quarters height of the main roof, with a front exterior wall of 
squared and coursed stone. The edges and the sidewalls are of brick. One square 1/1 double hung window with a flower box is located in 
the center of this section. Above the porch in the roof there is a gabled dormer with a 1/1 double hung window, on the left. To the right a 
much larger cross-gable projects out from the roof. This contains a 1/1 double  continued...

This house was built in 1950, according to the Lorain County Auditor.  The first residents on record were Luther Palmer and his wife Willsie 
(nee Dobbins) in 1956.  Mrs. Palmer was a nurse for the Carter Resting Home, an African American nursing home at 284 East Lorain Street. 
Willsie was the sister of Bessie Carter, wife of Espie Carter who built the nursing home.  Luther Palmer was a brick mason contractor who 
helped build the Seventh Day Adventists Church and was also a founding member.  Their son Luther Robert Palmer, Jr. was also a member 
of the church and wrote the first document of the church's involvement in the community.  His account was written in 1958 and titled 'A 
study of two approaches to the Missionary Volunteers Program in the Park Street Seventh Day Adventist Church.'   continued...

This house is located on a state road that receives a large amount of traffic. There is an historic brick garage with a gable roof, facing 
south, and a flat roof addition to the rear.

Oberlin Heritage Center Resource Center, City Directories, Oberlin Phone Books, Master Genealogist, and Past Perfect collections 
program; Lorain County Court House, Auditor Property Record, Internet, http://www.loraincounty.com/auditorindex.shtml, Accessed 2009; 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, Oberlin, Ohio; Demchick, Harrison and Phil Kreniske, 'Park Street 7th Day Adventist Church: A History,' 
http://www.oberlin.edu/external/EOG/AfAmChurches/ParkStreetChurch.htm, accessed 2009.

Good/Fair
51. Condition of Property:

49. PIR Reviewer: 50. PIR Review Date:

53. Affiliated Inventory Numbers
Historic (OHI)

Archaeological (OAI)

Square

52. Historic Outbuildings & Dependencies

ca. 1950
Date

Garage
Structure Type

Associated Activity
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54. Farmstead Plan :

Report Associated With Project:

NADB #:

8. Site Plan with North Arrow

Bilateral asymmetry
Symmetry:

Lateral axis
Orientation:

Flush
Door Position:

Single centered
Door Selection:
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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)
 hung window. Both the dormer and this projecting gable are clad in aluminum. The south elevation contains a square window with 
patterned glass block lights at left, next to a 1/1 double hung window. Both have a stone sill. A side door is located at center, and to the 
right is a 1/1 double hung window, larger than the two on the left, with a brick sill. In the upper story is a 1/1 double hung window.  Both 
side gables, on the north and south elevations, feature two belt courses of vertical bricks, one a few feet above the ground, the other 
dividing the first story from the upper story. At the rear, the slope of the roof has been altered with a brick addition to the upper story. The 
north elevation is obscured by trees, but is dominated by the exterior chimney. There is a 1/1 double hung window in the upper story. At the 
rear of the house there is a one-story shaded patio with a fiberglass roof. The walls are composed of blocks with a flower-like pattern.

 Luther Sr. and Willsie are listed at this address until 1970.  The Palmer, Dobbins, and Carter families were all African American.  The next 
known resident was Robert Panos, who lived here from at least 1979 to 1991.  Robert and his wife Fran worked at Oberlin College, Fran in 
the alumni office.  They had four children, all graduates of Oberlin High School: Greg, Cindy, Shirley, and Richard.  David and Carol 
Eddleman are the current owners and have been since 1994.  They were listed as residents from 1994 to 2007.

43. History and Significance (Con't)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

45. Sources (Con't)


