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7 North Main
6. Specific Address or Location

900086101050
6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number

Oberlin
7. City or Village

9. U.T.M. Reference
 Quadrangle Name: Oberlin
17   398107  4571686
Zone Easting Northing

10. Classification: Building
11. On National Register? NO

13. Part of Established Hist. Dist? NO
15. Other Designation (NR or Local)

16. Thematic Associations:

17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s)
1955
18. Style Class and Design

18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s)

19. Architect or Engineer
Eldredge Snyder, Joseph Ceruti

19a. Design Sources

20. Contractor or Builder

21. Building Type or Plan
Other Commercial
22. Original Use, if apparent

24. Ownership Private
25. Owner's Name & Address, if known

173 North Main Street
Oberlin, OH 44074
26. Property Acreage
27. Other Surveys

28. No. of Stories
Two story
29. Basement? Yes
30. Foundation Material
Concrete slab
31. Wall Construction
Metal/steel frame

32. Roof Type 

Roof Material
Flat

Unknown
33. No. of Bays 12
34. Exterior Wall Material(s)

Brick

35. Plan Shape

36. Changes associated with 17/17b Dates:

37. Window Type(s)
Steel

38. Building Dimensions

39. Endangered? YES
By What?

40. Chimney Placement
Off center within roof surface
41. Distance from & Frontage on Road

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)

46. Prepared By:  Liz 47. Organization: 48. Date Recorded:
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8Side Bays

COMMERCIAL

23. Present Use
Hotel/Inn/Motel
Restaurant/bar

Other

Hotel/Inn
Food Service
COMMERCE

1969-1970

Element

Element International

Prairie
No academic style - Vernacular

Hotel/Inn/Motel
Restaurant/bar
COMMERCIAL

Oberlin College

Plate glass

Original/Most significant construct

Substantial alteration/addition

24' x 109'

17.

17b.

43. History and Significance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)

45. Sources of Information

unknown

Oberlin Heritage Center 11/20/2009Schultz

150'

This building is roughly T shaped in plan.  The walls are predominantly made of brick and the roofs are flat.  As well as housing the 
Oberlin Inn and restaurant, the building houses several small businesses in the south wing.  This vernacular building has elements of 
Prairie style (emphasis on horizontal lines) and International style (flat roof, large windows, and open ground-level of the rear addition) 
architecture.  On the west facade the main entrance is slightly north of center.  The entrance has a pair of glass doors with a full length 
window to the south.  The one story entrance is covered by a flat metal roof supported by metal pillars.  To the north of the entrance is the 
one story brick restaurant block, which juts out further to the west than the main building section.  The restaurant is divided into two 
asymmetrical bays.  Each bay has ribbon windows along the west face, and the southern bay has them along the south face as well.  The 
windows are covered by a narrow metal overhang and cloth awning supported by thin metal poles.  Each bay has a glass door with a full 
length side window on the west elevation.  The two story main building section is  continued...

The current inn at the northeast corner of College and Main Streets was built in 1955, but the corner has played host to some kind of 
boarding house since Oberlin was founded in 1833. Brewster Pelton, one of the original signers of the Oberlin Covenant and a prominent 
businessman and community member, built the first hotel as a log cabin. He replaced it in the spring of 1834 with a two-story frame house, 
which was known variously as the Oberlin House, the Palmer House, and the Monroe house until it burned in 1865. James Fairchild reports 
that early on the town vigorously debated whether or not tea and coffee should be served. Although it was contrary to the practice of most 
of Oberlin, it was decided that not serving tea and coffee would be a bad business move. Between 1834 and 1857,  continued...

The Oberlin Inn building is located at the corner of Main Street and College Street, the main intersection in downtown Oberlin.  Hall 
Auditorium is located to the north and Tappan Square is across the street to the west.  Parking spaces are located to the south and east of 
the building.  In front of the College Street businesses, the sidewalk space is wide and includes three rectangular 'flower beds' made from 
raised walls of concrete. Each rectangle includes a tree and foliage. The Inn has  continued...

Oberlin Heritage Center Resource Center, City Directories, Oberlin Phone Books and Past Perfect collections program; Holsworth, Pat. 
Oberlin Pioneer Database; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps; Lorain County Court House, Auditor Property Record, Internet,  
http://www.loraincounty.com/auditor /index.shtml, Accessed 2009; 'Will Build New Inn, If Costs Allow,' Oberlin News-Tribune, 11/26/1953; 
'New Oberlin Inn Plans Released to Bidders,' Oberlin News-Tribune, 3/11/1954; 'Inn Opens Doors to First Guests,'  continued...

Proposed Green Arts District

Good/Fair
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54. Farmstead Plan :

Report Associated With Project:

NADB #:

8. Site Plan with North Arrow

Repetition of bay 
arrangement

Symmetry:

Multiple facade orientation
Orientation:

Recessed
Door Position:

Three or more
Door Selection:
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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)
 located to the east of the restaurant and extends further south.  The main entrance leads directly into this section.  To the north of the 
entrance and located above the restaurant are seven bays.  Moving from north to south on the western face the windows are 2 four-part 
windows (1/2+1 full), 2 pairs of 1/1 windows, and 2 three-part windows (1/1+1 full).  The three-part windows are located over the main 
entrance.  There is a third story brick utility room with antennae and vents located on the northern portion of the main building section.  To 
the south of the main entrance, the first floor of the main section has ten bays, each with an asymmetrically placed door and adjoining 
three-part window (1/2).  Several businesses are located in the first floor of this section.  The second floor of this section has three-part 
windows (1 full +1/1) that align with the door and window combination of the first floor.  The west and south faces of the main building have 
a 1-2 foot metal overhang between the first and second floors, as well as brick pilasters that separate approximately every two bays. The 
south face of the building has two sections: the south end of the main building section, and the south face of the rear extension.  The south 
face of the main building has store fronts on the first floor, symmetrically arranged.  Each front has a center glass door and plate glass 
windows on each side of the door.  Transoms with hopper windows cap the doors. The windows sit atop a short brick wall. Above the 
storefront windows and the awnings, a vertical wood portion provides a background for signage. At 20 E. College small banners say 
'Cellular Central / Verizon Wireless' and at 22 E. College simple white letters say 'THE OHIO EDUCATIONAL CREDIT UNION.' Centered 
between the two fronts is a rectangular window with a projecting brick surround and concrete sill that may formerly have been a teller's 
window.  A flat roof-like 'cornice' runs above the storefronts, and across the center window. To the immediate left and right of the 
storefronts, there are brick columns. At the center of the second story, a fixed window with a horizontal muntin has brick surrounds.  At the 
east elevation, there is a large plate glass window at the credit union with a vertical wood space above the window (as in the front, where 
signage is posted; this has no lettering). This window sits higher off the ground than the front windows. It has a concrete sill. In the second 
story, fixed windows sit above horizontally sliding windows (the second story of the west elevation features these same windows).  The rear 
extension of the inn consists of a three story glass section that connects the main building to a three story porte-cochere.  The rear 
extension aligns with the front entrance.  The south face of the glass section has seven windows to each floor, separated by metal framing.  
The brick porte-cochere has approximately five bays.  The first floor is an open porte-cochere with a poured concrete floor and inlayed 
brick.  The porte-cochere is supported by concrete pillars.  The five bays on the second floor each have a 1/1 window on the left and right of 
the bay, creating pairs of windows where the bays meeting.  The upper windows of these sets are much larger.  The brick of the extension is 
darker than that of the main building.  The windows of the third floor of the extension align with those of the second floor and are connected 
between floors by a metal surround.  The east face of the porte-cochere is open on the first floor and one centered window extends from the 
second floor to the third floor, in sections.  The north face of the rear extension matches the south face in reverse.  The east elevation of the 
section of the main building that is south of the extension matches the west facade, although the southern most first floor window is a large 
3-part window (1/2) and the northern most window is made of glass blocks.  To the north of the rear extension is a two story section.  This 
section may have been added at the time of the rear extension because its eastern wall is flush with the end of the glass section.  The east 
elevation has two bays on each floor, each of which has a 2/2 window.  The first story of this section is partially underground.  Above this 
section and further to the west is a third story with two bays.  The east face of this third story has one 4 part window (1+1/1+1) and one 1/1 
window.  The north side of the inn has several one story brick walls partially enclosing the back entrance and refuse areas.  The north 
elevation of the main building has glass block windows on the first and second floors, and another window on the second floor that is 
hidden from view.  Stairs lead down to a basement door, which is solid metal with a small square window.  One metal door on the first floor 
is solid metal.  Another entrance is a pair of door doors, each with a small square window.  A third metal door leading to the first floor also 
has a small square window.  A metal overhang protects two of the doors leading into the first floor.  The north face of the restaurant block 
has a solid metal door east of center and no windows.
43. History and Significance (Con't)
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 Brewster Pelton, Addison Tracy, a Mr. Cook, a Mr. Gibbs, and William Plumb owned the hotel for various lengths of time. In 1857, Mr. 
Plumb absconded and Oberlin College briefly became the owner of the property. In 1859 Harry Palmer bought the hotel and renamed it the 
Palmer house, but it was quickly sold again, this time to Joel Terrell. Mr. Murrey owned the building when it burned in 1865. After the 
second hotel burned, the town of Oberlin and Oberlin College each raised $2,500 to build a new hotel. Oberlin College received a mortgage 
of $5,000 on the property and it was rebuilt by Henry Viets with the condition that the hotel was kept well-maintained with no alcohol or 
dancing parties. Henry Viets would own the hotel property until 1878. The new Park House reopened July 7, 1869; it was a large brick 
building with businesses on the first floor and the hotel on the second and third floors. An annex built by A. J. Dyer was completed 
sometime in the next few years.  James Rainey and Henry Field were two of the managers between 1868 and 1875. Joel Terrell returned to 
the hotel in 1875, but in 1878 Henry Viets sold the entire Main and East College block to Marx Straus, and M. C. Peterson was installed as 
the manager of the hotel. At some point between 1878 and 1883 the name was briefly changed to the Straus House. In early 1883, H. W. 
Smith took over operation of the hotel and renamed it the Smith House; in this year the Western Union Telegraph Company also set up an 
office in the hotel (it stayed until 1886, then returned from 1891-1948 in various addresses).  In 1887, Benjamin W. Locke, a prominent local 
businessman and former Justice of the Peace, leased the hotel and under his management it was restored as the Park House. By 1890 Willis 
James Stone was the proprietor; he and his wife Harriet and his three daughters lived there until Edwin H. Bacon took over the management 
in 1893. In 1895, landlord Marx Straus deeded the hotel, worth $50,000, to Oberlin College; at this point the hotel ceased to be privately 
owned and managed. Edwin, his wife Celia, and his five children lived in the hotel until 1897, when it was closed for remodeling.  After the 
hotel reopened in 1900, the management changed three times in one year: A. J. Kerr, J. W. Gates, and Fred E. Latham. In 1904 the building 
was again leased to Edwin Bacon, now widowed.  He and two of his children managed the building until 1908, when management was 
transferred to Winfield Pierce Hatch. The hotel was briefly managed by George Fleishman, in 1912, and then was passed to Irving Leroy 
Marsh, an OC alum, in 1913. He managed the building until 1918, when he left to take a job at the National City Bank in New York City, 
leaving the Park House in the hands of Mr. and Mrs. Philip E. Nielson, who managed the hotel until 1927. The hotel was then closed for 
renovation, during which time it was managed by Miss Mary Wickes, and reopened by Mr. William Dayton Hobbs and his wife Gertrud as the 
Oberlin Inn that September. In late 1932 the Hobbs family ended their contract with the college and the management was taken over by Mary 
Brand Ruggles, who managed the Oberlin Inn until 1942, when she left to work in the Oberlin College Library. After Mrs. Ruggles left, the 
management of the dining room and sleeping accommodations were divided; Mr. and Mrs. H. L. Rawdon managed the dining room from 
1942 until 1948; Mary Cady James and then Helen T. Morse managed the hotel accommodations.  In 1948, Oberlin hired the B&H Co., run by 
Lester R. Bradbury and Richard A. Homstead and their wives, to manage the Inn's dining room.  In 1953 plans were made for the 
construction of a new inn.  At the time it was dismantled, the Park Hotel had 24 rooms, only six of which had private baths. Under the 
management of B&H the college broke ground for the new inn in April 1954 and it was completed in June 1955; the old Oberlin Inn was not 
torn down until after the Inn opened, allowing for a smooth transition and no interruption of service. The new Oberlin Inn was designed by 
New York architect Eldredge Snyder in the modern motel style; he also designed the Jones Field House and Harkness and Fairchild dorms 
on campus.  Barber and Magee of Cleveland were structural engineers and Adachi and Case of Cleveland were mechanical and electrical 
engineers.  The new inn was to have 50 double bed-rooms and baths, dining rooms, meeting rooms, and a kitchen.  At the time of opening, 
rooms cost $5.50 to $7.00 for a single and $9.00 to $11.00 for a double.  The B&H Co. began operating all parts of the Inn at this point.  In 
1969 Joseph Ceruti, a Cleveland architect, designed an addition which included 36 more bedrooms and expanded space for dining rooms 
and the lobby. The addition required the mangers to hire a much larger staff and departmentalize their operation. The Bradbury's retired in 
1959, but the Homstead's continued to run the Inn as the B&H Co. until 1975 (their son joined the management in 1969, allowing Beatrice 
Homstead to retire), when management was turned over to Oberlin College Service Systems. Between 1975 and 1988, Richard Armon, 
William L. Dwyer, and Gary Armitage managed the Oberlin Inn. In 1988 Marriot took over the management of the Inn and it is currently 
managed by the third-party Hospitality Management Corporation.  Some distinguished guests of the Oberlin Inn included Adlai Stevenson, 
Sir Richard Livingston, John Mansefield, Count Carlo Sforze, Woodrow Wilson, Jacob Riis, Charles Laughton, Martin Luther King Jr., and 
Dorothy Fuldheim, among many other world renowned performers, politicians, and activists.  The Inn's address has only recently been 
listed as 7 N. Main Street. In the past, the entrance of the Inn has been listed as 2 E. College St (through 1894), 8 E. College St (1894 to 
approximately 1899), 10 E. College St (1899 through the 1940s), and 35 N. Main (beginning at least in 1956 and probably continuing until the 
renovation in 1968), as well as by name, such as Park House or Palmer House. Often the hotel was simply listed 'the northeast corner of 
College and Main streets.' The address changes make it difficult to know all of the residents and businesses once held in the inn.  The 
following includes a brief summary of some of those businesses.  The building which served as the inn from 1869 until 1955 held a number 
of businesses on both N. Main and E. College Streets. Businesses listed at 7 N. Main have included a shoe store by George Newell (c. 
1894-1904), the Sugar Bowl bakery and confectionary (c. 1907-1934), The Oberlin Travel Bureau (c. 1935-1938), and Dr. James A. McGrann, 
an optometrist who had his office there in the early 1940s.   Businesses listed at other North Main addresses (5-13) included a jewelry shop 
variously owned by L. B. Pettis, W. R. Austin, and Van Daren and Person (c. 1873-1897), A. J. Frederick (Fredrick) dry goods (c. 1890-1897) 
followed by the W. H. Cooley and Son grocery (c. 1899-1904), the Citizens National Bank (c. 1891-1896), H. G. and D. S. Husted, dentists (c. 
1894-1900), Dr. G. Wilder (c. 1894-1896), Preston dry goods (c. 1897-1910), Dr. F. C. Bissel (c. 1902-1904), dentist Dr. J. E. Barnard (c. 
1908-1916), Victrola dealer A. C. Burgess (c. 1916-1920), the E. A. Stevens' Racket Store (c. 1916-1920), the Oberlin Review (c. 1933-1948), 
Oberlin Dramatic Association (c. 1935-1944), Locke's grocery (c. 1937-1939, following a move from E. College St), and the Oberlin College 
Alumni Association (c. 1940-1942).  Businesses that have been located at the Inn corner on East College Street (8-22) have included: a 
Western Union office (c. 1891-1948), A. J. Frederick and Co. carpets (c. 1894-1896), George E. Newell shoe store (c. 1894-1897), L. W. Vaughn 
and then N. A. Martin's photography studio (c. 1891-1897), W. T. Henderson's barber shop (c. 1894-1910), A. J. Frederick and Co. and then 
Miss Anna Beck's millinery shop (c. 1894-1939), a meat market owned by the Tuttle, Rosecrans, and May families (c. 1899-1927), M. F. 
Edwards and then B. W. Conner bicycle store (c. 1894-1897), tailoress Kate Harvet (c. 1895-1897), the electric railway office and electric 
package agency (c. 1902-1929), Forbes and then Powers barbershop (c. 1904-1933), Mrs. B. S. Kirkpatrick's millinery shop (c. 1904-1910), A. 
C. Burgess sewing machine and type writer agent (c. 1904-1910), jeweler A. R. Kimpton (c. 1904-1910), Schubert tire and battery shop (c. 
1927-1938), Yellow Cab (c. 1929-1942), Morgan Coal and Ice (c. 1933-1937), Postal Telegraph Office (c. 1937-1942), Carlyle Shop (c. 
1933-1939), C. D. Ryals' flower shop (c. 1935-1942), Blanco Shoe Repair (c. 1937-1942), Cobb's Ladies Apparel (c. 1941-1948), Smith and 
McCoy Coal companies (c. 1943-1948), J. L. Edwards real estate and insurance (c. 1943-1948), J. V. Hill real estate and J. W. Hill insurance 
(c. 1937-1948), the college electrician's office (c. 1939-1942), and Wood Flower Shop (c. 1948).  (For more information about prior businesses 
visit the Oberlin Heritage Center.)  Businesses currently housed within room suites at the inn at 7 North Main are: R&R Massage Therapy 
Oberlin; Acupuncture Works, Inc. (Scott Medwid, CMT); Russell Real Estate Services (Judy Wargo); ACS Airport Oberlin Shuttle; Palmentera 
and Associates psychological services; Dr. Jennifer Schultz chiropractor; a barber shop; Placemakers Land Co.; and offices for Edwin 
White; J. Miller; and J. Black.  Businesses have been housed in the current East College store fronts since the 1950s. The first business 
listed in the new Inn at 20 E. College was the Carlyle Shop, owned by Mrs. Peggy Glass in 1956.  22 was listed as Miss Cobb's Shop from 
1956-1961.  This building may have been a reception hall after this time, but was not listed in the directories.  In 1970 the Oberlin Music 
Shop occupied these stores.  The office of Main Street Oberlin Inc. was located at 22 E. College from about 2000 to 2007.  Rex Engle, current 
manager of the Oberlin Inn, also remembers the following businesses in these storefronts over the years: a travel agency, barber shop, the 
Emerald Banquet Room (part of the inn), Tree House flower shop, Dr. Koss (optometrist), Oberlin Travel, attorney Thomas Dougan, the 
Chamber of Commerce, Murray Ridge gift shop, and Ade's Place. Currently the Oberlin Cellular Central is at 20 east College and the Ohio 
Education Credit Union is at 22 East College.
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 landscaped beds in front and a small garden with a fountain in the rear near the porte-cochere.

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

 Oberlin News Tribune, 6/9/1955; Homstead, Beatrice, 'The Story of Oberlin Inn,' talk given at Oberlin History Dept., 4/14/1970, Oberlin 
College Archives.; Love, Donald M., 'The Oberlin Inn,' Oberlin News-Tribune, 1955, Oberlin Archives.; Parmenter, Ellen C., 'The Oberlin Inn,' 
3/17/1955, Oberlin Archives.; 'Marriot to Manage Inn,' Oberlin News-Tribune, 9/29/1988.; Oberlin Inn, 'Oberlin Inn,' brochure, Oberlin Heritage 
Center Resource Center.; Blodgett, G. 1990. 'Oberlin Architecture.' Oberlin: Oberlin College, p. 40-41; 'Mrs. James to Direct Guest House,' 
Oberlin News-Tribune, 4/16/ 1942, p. 1.

45. Sources (Con't)


