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LOR-1843-211. No. Lorain2. County 4. Present Name(s)

5. Historic or Other Name(s)

Biggs House

3. Location of Negatives O.H.I.O.

LO
R-1843-21

1. N
o.

Roll No. Picture No.(s)

1 19,20

360 S. Main Street

6. Speci�c Address or Location

0900095107021

6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number

Oberlin

7. City or Village If Rural, Township & Vicinity

8. Site Plan with North Arrow

9. U.T.M. Reference

 Quadrangle Name: Oberlin

17  398007 4570776

Zone Easting Northing

10. Classi�cation: Building

11. On National Register?

13. Part of Established Hist. Dist?

15. Other Designation (NR or Local)

16. Thematic Associations:

Electric, ,

17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s)

c. 1897 ca. 1990

18. Style or Design High Style

ElementsNo academic style - Vernacular, Yes

18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s)
Queen Anne
19. Architect or Engineer

19a. Design Sources

20. Contractor or Builder

21. Building Type or Plan

Other House Type

22. Original Use, if apparent

Single Dwelling, , ,

23. Present Use

Single Dwelling, ,

24. Ownership Private

25. Owner's Name & Address, if known

26. Property Acreage .25

27. Other Surveys

28. No. of Stories

Two and a half story

29. Basement? Yes

30. Foundation Material
Stone bearing

31. Wall Construction

Balloon frame/western frame/pla

32. Roof Type 

Roof Material

Pyramidal

Composition shin

33. No. of Bays 2

34. Exterior Wall Material(s)
Aluminum or vinyl siding

35. Plan Shape Square

36. Changes
(Explain in #42)

37. Window Type(s)
1 over 1,
38. Building Dimensions

39. Endangered?
By What?

40. Chimney Placement

O� center within roof surface

41. Distance from & Frontage on Road
Dist: 40' & Frontage: 66'

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)

43. History and Signi�cance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)

46. Prepared By: Clark, Surovy, Tomazic, Tuohy O.H.I.O./Oberlin Heritage Center47. Organization: 48. Date Recorded: 08/02/2004

45. Sources of Information

360 S. M
ain Street

Lorain
2. County

4. Present or H
istoric N

am
e(s)

6. Speci�c A
ddress or Location

38' x 64'

 Addition
 Altered
Moved

2Side Bays

This vernacular house has a porch at the left of the main facade, which has a gabled roof with spindle supports and rails. A one-over-one double 
hung window is located at the far left and another window is to the right. A one-over-one double hung window is also located above the porch and 
has shutters. The right half of the elevation features a gable in the attic, which intersects with the home's hip roof. Two one -over-one double hung 
windows  continued...

This house �rst appears in the city directories in 1897 when Joseph T. & Elizabeth A. Biggs, and their children, Alice V. and Harvey L., are the �rst 
listed residents. Joseph was a carpenter (City Directories). In 1900, Joseph sold the house and property to Mrs. Samantha A. La ke who lived here 
with her daughter Laura L. until sometime after 1910. Samantha was a widow to Alonzo W., and passed away in 1916 (Holsworth). L aura
continued to live at this house when Mrs. Mina Pitts moved in around  continued...

City Directories, O.H.I.O. Resource Center.; Gordon, Stephen C, 'How to Complete the Ohio Historic Inventory,' Ohio Historical Society, Columbus, 
1992.; Holsworth, Pat, Oberlin Pioneer Database.; Lorain County Court House, Auditor Property Record, Internet, http://www.lora incount
continued...

This house is in stable condition and is located on a state route in Oberlin.



LOR-1843-211. No. Lorain2. County 4. Present Name(s)
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Biggs House
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51. Condition of Property: Good/Fair 54. Farmstead Plan

52. Historic Outbuildings and Dependencies

53. Affiliated OAI Site Numbers

Single off center

Recessed

Multiple facade orientation

Bilateral asymmetry

Door Selection:

Door Position:

Orientation:

Symmetry:

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)

43. History and Significance (Con't)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

45. Sources (Con't)

49. Revised By:

50a. Date Revised:

50b. Reviewed by:

FOR OHPO USE:

RPR Number:

 with shutters are located in the first story of this gabled portion; the second story has a one-over-one double hung window with shutters and the attic 
gable features a small window. A full cornice runs below the gable. The north elevation has a projecting gabled section near the center. To the left 
are one-over-one double hung windows at the first and second story. The second story windows have shutters. The south elevation has a projecting 
bay at the first story with a tower-like roof and tiled ridges in the roof. This projecting bay is three-sided and is located left of the center of the 
elevation. A one-over-one double hung window is located high and to the right of the bay. A small porch with newer supports and spindle railings is 
located to the left of the bay. The second story has one-over-one double hung windows flanking the peak of the bay window's roof. A small window in 
the attic gable has a full cornice below.

 1916, but that is the last year that Laura is listed (City Directories). Mina was divorced from Willis W. Pitts (Oberlin News), and was a nurse, who 
eventually went on to operate a nursing home. In 1940, Vernon, a chemical worker in Cleveland, and Dorothy, a county nurse, Royce moved into this 
house. In 1943, Henry, a meat market clerk, and Mae Haas moved into this house. Russell and Elaine Bell followed sometime around 1956. Russell 
was an electrical contractor who ran his business out of his home. The city directories show Andrew Minek Jr., an employee at GMC, residing in the 
house in 1970, and after that year it is unclear who lived here (City Directories). However, in 1995 Robert Powell took ownership. 

ty.com/auditor/index.shtml, Accessed 2004.; 'Oberlin News,' 19 September 1902: 3.; McAlester, Virginia and Lee, 'A Field Guide to American 
Houses,' Alfred K. Knopf Inc., New York, 2000.; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps.



LOR-1843-211. No. Lorain2. County 4. Present Name(s)
Courtney C & Lewis III Szanyi House

5. Historic or Other Name(s)

Biggs House

3. Location of Negatives O.H.I.O.

LO
R

-1843-21
1. N

o.

Roll No. Picture No.(s)

1 19,20


