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69 South Main
6. Specific Address or Location

0900086102026
6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number

Oberlin
7. City or Village

9. U.T.M. Reference
 Quadrangle Name: Oberlin
17   398080  4571420
Zone Easting Northing

10. Classification: Building
11. On National Register? YES

13. Part of Established Hist. Dist? YES
15. Other Designation (NR or Local)
Downtown Oberlin Historic District

16. Thematic Associations:

17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s)
1919
18. Style Class and Design

18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s)

19. Architect or Engineer
Mr. Walters, Cleveland

19a. Design Sources

20. Contractor or Builder

21. Building Type or Plan
Office
22. Original Use, if apparent

24. Ownership Public
25. Owner's Name & Address, if known

26. Property Acreage
27. Other Surveys

28. No. of Stories
Three story
29. Basement? Yes
30. Foundation Material
Concrete block
31. Wall Construction
Brick bearing

32. Roof Type 

Roof Material
Flat

Unknown
33. No. of Bays 3
34. Exterior Wall Material(s)

Brick

35. Plan Shape

36. Changes associated with 17/17b Dates:

37. Window Type(s)
1 over 1

38. Building Dimensions

39. Endangered? NO
By What?

40. Chimney Placement
Lateral wall flush
41. Distance from & Frontage on Road

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)

46. Prepared By:  Laurie :dedroceR etaD .84:noitazinagrO .74
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National Register of Historic Places

23. Present Use
Local Gov't office

Storefront

Governmental Administration
Public Safety
City and Regional Planning

c. 2002

Element Prairie

Village/Twp/City Hall
Police Station
Fire station

City of Oberlin

Sandstone

Original/Most significant construct

Substantial alteration/addition

70' x 42'

17.

17b.

43. History and Significance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)

45. Sources of Information

0.11

5002/90/21retneC egatireH nilrebOStein

30' approx

This 3-story brick building was inspired by the Prairie style when it was built in 1919. The building contains a central portion that projects 
from the remainder of the building & contains the main entry. The main entry consists of a modern glass door with a window that is the 
height of the door to the left. The door has a flat, sandstone hood above it & is flanked by brick columns with sandstone caps. The brick 
columns contain metal (possibly historic) sconces with opaque globes. Immediately above the hood is a set of 3 windows. In this set, the 
center window is wider than the 2 flanking it. Next, above those windows is a 1/1 double hung window with a sandstone bracketed lug sill. 
At the uppermost part of the central section is a very decorative element that contains original windows, including 2 casement windows 
flanked by narrow windows with muntins that give the windows a Prairie appearance. The windows sit atop a large sandstone lug sill,  & 
are surrounded by carved sandstone on the sides, which extend below the sill. The carved sandstone also runs along the top of the
windows. The left & right sides that flank the central projecting portion each have large  continued...

This municipal building was constructed in 1919 after the city of Oberlin sold the site of the previous town hall on North Main Street to 
Oberlin College in 1916 (making way for the future construction of Hall Auditorium). The Oberlin News reported on that occasion that 'The 
town has arranged to purchase a strip of land from H. A. Cook adjoining the Sherrill lot on South Main, sold to the village by the college at 
cost. This gives a lot 60 by 200 feet. The entire lot cost $3,000.' This piece of land had included a fruit store and an ice cream store in the 
early 1910s, and prior to that a private residence. It was possibly even the site of the town's first blacksmith shop, built by Bela Hall in 1834 
or 1835, along with his log cabin home. The planning and construction process picked up  continued...

This government building is located in the business section of South Main Street/S.R. 58, which is a road with heavy pedestrian and 
vehicular traffic. The building is part of the Downtown Oberlin National Register Historic District.

'Town Hall to be sold to Oberlin College,' Oberlin News, 27 December 1916.; 'To make specifications for Oberlin's new building,' Oberlin 
Tribune, 7 March 1919.; 'Receive bids on new Town Hall,' Oberlin News, 14 May 1919.; 'Construction of Town Hall to start at once,' Oberlin 
Tribune, 16 May 1919.; 'Council selects stone for building,' Oberlin News, 28 May 1919.; 'Contract is signed for new town building,' Oberlin 
News, 4 June 1919.; 'Village officials move into their new quarters,' Oberlin  continued...

Good/Fair
51. Condition of Property:

49. PIR Reviewer: 50. PIR Review Date:

53. Affiliated Inventory Numbers
Historic (OHI)

Archaeological (OAI)

National Concrete and Fireproofing Co.,Cleveland

Rectangular

52. Historic Outbuildings & Dependencies

Date

Structure Type

Associated Activity
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54. Farmstead Plan :

Report Associated With Project:

NADB #:

8. Site Plan with North Arrow

Bilateral symmetry

Symmetry:

Lateral axis
Orientation:

Flush
Door Position:

Single centered
Door Selection:
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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)
 12 & 9 panel windows, respectively. The left window extends to the ground, indicating a possible former garage-style door (for the former 
fire station) & has sandstone squares at the upper corners. The right, lower window is surrounded on all sides by thick sandstone. The 2nd 
story windows at the left & right are symmetrical & have a central 1/1 double hung window to the left & right. This window is surrounded by 
narrow sandstone on every side & contains a bracketed lug sill below each set. The coping at the top of the building appears to be aluminum. 
Sandstone stringcourses are located at the bottom & top of the building. A large, flat, sandstone cornice sits approximately 2 feet below the 
roof & projects out about 1 1/2 feet. The north elevation has 1/1 windows at the 1st story, & the 2nd story has 1/1 double hung windows. The 
3rd story has its original casement windows, which have 2 vertical muntins in each window. The south elevation is similar to the north 
elevation, but it has a large, modern, glass door at the far left, which is flanked by large windows. The 2nd story windows closest to the front 
mimic the front elevation windows at both the north & south elevations in their sandstone surrounds & sills. A band of projecting bricks 
follows the line of the front sandstone cornice. New bricks at the center of the south elevation indicate a filled door or window. The east/rear 
elevation displaces a variety of brick types & colors & indicates the construction and/or demolition of former buildings, or else the re-use of 
bricks. One historic, 1/1 double hung window at the 1st story is located next to the central door. An addition at the right contains a modern 
double door. 2 double hung windows are located at the second story.

 speed in 1919 as the town wanted to get going before the college started work on Hall Auditorium. The architect, a Mr. Walters of Cleveland, 
presented plans to the council and township trustees in March 1919, and the town awarded the contracting bid to the National Concrete and 
Fireproofing Co. of Cleveland two months later. Some costs were cut on the $40,000 building as the contractors utilized stone and brick from 
the old town hall, demolished under the direction of P. G. Worcester, in the construction of the new. New brick was purchased for the front of 
the building, however. On May 28, 1919, the Oberlin News noted that the council elected to use stone in trimming the building rather than 
terra cotta, as the latter had to be custom-made and could delay construction. Though there was 'still some finishing to be done,' the city 
moved its offices into the new municipal building on January 1, 1920. The building originally housed the fire department (north side of the 
main floor), the city clerk and other offices (south side of the main floor), the jail (rear of the main floor with 'only an outer entrance'), the 
council chamber and mayor's office (second floor), the offices and laboratory of the waterworks superintendent (second floor), the office of 
the clerk of Russia township (second floor) and others. By 1929 the police force had its headquarters here as well. The Relief Office and the 
Lorain County Board of Health were accommodated here in the 1930s and 40s. This building continued to serve as city hall until 1977, when 
the current city hall building was constructed just to the south. The fire department had moved several blocks south on Main Street the year 
before. The building continued to house the police department until 1989, when it, too, moved to the new city hall. Since then, a variety of city 
offices have made their home here. Currently, the building accommodates the Planning and Development Department, the Recreation 
Department, and the offices of Accounts Payable/Income Tax, the City Engineer/Mapping OFC, Finance/Utility Billing, and the Housing 
Coordinator/Recycling OFC.

43. History and Significance (Con't)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

 Tribune, 2 January 1920.; The O-High Alumni, Internet, http://www.oberlin-high.org, Accessed August 2005.; Blodgett, Geoffrey, 'Oberlin 
Architecture, College and Town: A Guide to Social History,' Oberlin College, 1985.; City Directories, O.H.I.O Resource Center.; Holsworth, 
Pat, Oberlin Pioneer Database.; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps.; Gordon, Stephen C., 'How to Complete the Ohio Historic Inventory,' Ohio 
Historical Society, Columbus. 1992.; McAlester, Virginia and Lee. 'A Field Guide to American Houses.' Alfred K. Knopf Inc. New York. 2000.; 
Lorain County Court House, Auditor Property Record, Internet,  http://www.loraincounty.com/auditor/index.shtml, Accessed 2005.

45. Sources (Con't)


