Ohio Historic Preservation Office

OHIO HISTORIC INVENTORY
614/297-2470

567 E. Hudson St. Columbus, Ohio 43211

HIO
IST ORICAL
OCIETY

SINCE 1885

"o}

)

4. Present Name(s)
Midas Muffler Building

1. No. 2. County

LOR

3. Location of Negatives O.H...O. Resource

|:| Coded

Roll # Exp. # Facing 5. Historic or OtherName(s)
Front 3 26A SwW Janby Gas & Oil
S.Side 3 25A N

6. Specific Address or Location
90 South Main

17. Date(s) or Period
1930

17b. Alteration Date(s)

30. Foundation Material
Brick

18. Style or Design
Vernacular; Tudor/English Revival

High Style |:|
Elements

6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number

31. Wall Construction

09-00-085-112-077 18a. Style of Addition or Element(s) 32. Roof:
7. City or Village If Rural, Township & Vicinity T)./pe Gable
Oberlin 19. Architect or Engineer T\/Iltcth ol leoc:]erlatseh. |
8. Site Plan with North Arrow William Durand, Oberlin aterial Asphait Shingle
. 33. No. Bays Front 9
Wil Eral 19a. Design Sources
= College College Side 5
N D0. Contractor or Builder 34. Exterior Wall Material(s)
& Brick, Stretcher or Running Bond
=
F 21. Building Type or Plan
Other Building 35. Plan Shape
2 22. Original Use, if L-Shaped
. . . Original Use, if apparent
W ine EVine 9 . PP . 36. Changes (Explain in #42)
Gas Station & Auto Repair Altered

9. U.T.M. Reference
Zone

Quadrangle Name 23. Present Use

Easting Northing

Automobile Repair Center

37. Window Type(s)

10.

24. Ownership

|:| Public Private

|:| Site
Building

|:| Structure
|:| Object

25. Owner's Name & Address, if known

Altered
38.Bldg. Dims. 72 ft. X 82 ft.
39 Endangered? No Explain:

11. On National Register ? 12.N.R. Potential ? 40. Chimney Placement
No No Off Center Within Ridgeline
13. Part of Estb Hist Dist? 14. Dist. Potential ? 26. Property Acreage 0.349 41a. Distance from road
No No 27. Other Surveys in Which Included 41b.Frontage on road 72ft.

15. Name of Established District (N.R. or Local) Dobson-Brown (92); Hayes (96)

16. Thematic Association(s) 28.No. of Stories 1

Transportation: Motor vehicles: Service/filling stat. 29.Basement? No

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features

This vernacular one-and one-half-story building has Arts and Crafts-influenced wood and stucco under each of two
front-facing gables. A shed roof connects the gable ends and creates the illusion of a cross gable from the front
facade. The front facade has large, double-paned, replacement windows with simple, brick sills and lintels. A large
gable roof porte cochere, supported by square brick piers, extends perpendicular to the main entrance and has an
oculus window on its gable end. The tallest part of the asbestos roof covers the porte cochere and forms an
asymmetrical cross gable with the building's main structure. A low-pitch shed roof garage, constructed of a different
brick, is connected to the rear of the main fagcade. This wing has four garage bays on its south side, (cont.)

43. History and Significance

George Jackson and George Broadwell operated a taxi stand and then filling station on North Main for several

years, where Hall Auditorium is now. In 1930, they built and opened this building as a modern filling station ( Oberlin
News-Tribune ). The building plans came from Oberlin architect William Durand, and the station included a two-car
canopy, three service bays, and rest rooms (Blodgett). The original business name was “J and B,” but because

everyone said it as run together words, it quickly became Janby Oil Company. George Broadwell died in 1941, and

George Jackson continued in business. In 1945 George's widow, (cont.)

ST

44, Description of Environment and Outbuildings (see #52)

This building sits on the west corner of Main and Vine Streets at the transition to the residential neighborhood of
Vine Street and across from Wright Park. It is surrounded by concrete and asphalt with a sidewalk along the front of
the building and a parking lot to the rear.

46. Prepared by
M. Fedelchak-Harley; L. Previll

47.Organization o0, and H.P.C.

48. Date Recorded

45, Sources of Information

Lorain County Courthouse: Lorain County tax records. O.H...O. Resource Center: Oberlin Historic Preservation
Commission Files; Oberlin News-Tribune , March 29, 1935. Blodgett, Geoffrey. Oberlin Architecture College and

9-30-2000

49 Revised by

Town: A Guide to its Social History. _ Oberlin College, 1985. Howard Broadwell Interview, October, 2000.

50a. Date Revised
50b. Reviewed by




51. Condition of Property \ OHIO
54. Farmstead Plan PN gI(I)SéIi(}%%I(CAL
D Excellent D Ruin
SINCE 1885
Bl Good/Fair |:| Destroyed/Burned

Deteriorated
Date

52. Historic Outbuildings and Dependencies

Barn Type(s)

|:| Corn Crib or Shed |:| Summer Kitchen |:| Silo

Smoke House |:| Spring House |:| Ice House
Designed Landscape

i Garage
Features D Privy |:| ¢

53. Affiliated OAI Site Number(s)

OAI Completed?
) Observed Expected on Basis of
Archaeological Feature: Archival Research
Well No No
Privy No No
Cistern No No
Foundation No Yes
Structural Rubble No No
Formal Trash Dump No No
Other No No

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued from page 1)

and boarded, segmental arched, window openings and a terraced roofline on its west side. The building was "updated” with yellow, metal signs above almost
every front-facing window, and a modern "Midas" sign in front of the building. These signs mark the building as a chain, car repair shop.

43. History and Significance (Continued from page 1.)

Lucinda, with Hartley and Dorothy Broadwell, took over the business. Hartley was manager; Dorothy and Lucinda were owners who did all the record keeping.
In 1963 the business was sold to Independent Oil, who continued to run it as a filling and service station (Broadwell Interview). Today it is a car repair shop,
no gasoline sales occur at the site.

This building is significant for its history of commercial development designed to service the automobile and for its unique architecture.
This building was listed by the City of Oberlin as an Oberlin City Landmark in November of 1997.




