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the roof has a cornice return. The second story has two 1/1 windows near the center of the elevation, each with a shutter on its far side,
and each set of windows is set within a slight recess; continued...

43. History and Significance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

RPR Number:
W
1.No. LOR-01973-21 4. Present Name(s) N ;.ou
o
2.County  Lorain 5. Historic or Other Name(s) Morris-Geiser House §

6. Specific Address or Location 19a. Design Sources 35. Plan Shape g o

140 Morgan St Rectangular RS

20. Contractor or Builder 36. Changes associated with 17/17b Dates: |5 §

- 3T Building T Pl 17. Original/Most significant construct =<
6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number °t~h ulH mng y$e or Flan
er House Type 17b.
900085109023 22. Original Use, if apparent
; : Single Dwelling
7. City or Village 37 Window Type(s) -
Oberlin Leaded x -
()

9. U.T.M. Reference 23. Present Use Model_'n .Repllacem‘ents = %
Quadrangle Name:  Oberlin Single Dwelling ;i' ])B(uélzdlmg Dimensions I 2

17 397609 4571154 g :
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Zone Easting Northing 24 Ownership _ Private 39. Endangered? NO ® Z

; - By What? =3

25. Owner's Name & Address, if known )

10. Classification: Building Z
11. On National Register? NO /(_51,\
40. Chimney Placement =z

13. Part of Established Hist. Dist? _NO 26. Property Acreage ___0.19 acres Multiple random
15. Other Designation (NR or Local) 27. Other Surveys 41. Distance from & Frontage on Road

50'
28. No. of Stories 51. Condition of Property:

16. Thematic Associations: Two and a half story Gooc.ilFa.lr — -

I00F 29, Basement? 52. Historic Outbuildings & Dependencies

College 30. Foundation Material Structure Type

\P[P%GJQL?I Il Brick bearina

. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s) 31. Wall Construction

c. 1894 Balloon/western/platform frame Date
18. Style Class and Design

Element Queen Anne 32. Roof Type Associated Activi

—_— . . Gable ssociated Activity

Tudor/English Revival Roof Material

18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s) Asphalt shingle

Element | 33.No. of Bays 3 Side Bays 3 53. Affiliated Inventory Numbers
19. Architect or Engineer 34. Exterior Wall Material(s) Historic (OHD)

Wood shingle Archaeological (OAI)

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary) oo
This altered Queen Anne features a brick foundation that rises high on the walls of the house, with the top bricks projecting out slightly, g%
creating a stringcourse. The front (south) fatade is dominated by a two-story tower at the right corner of the house. The tower is cut out = &
and open at the first story, to form a corner porch. The cut-out faces south and is arched. The tower has a conical roof. At the second story |5 (E;
of the tower, a square window has shutters, and above that, a narrow, horizontal window has leaded (and possibly stained - this is difficult Q >
to determine) glass. Left of the tower, at the first story, a large window is flanked by smaller 1/1 windows (the upper sashes are decorated [ §
with beveled, leaded glass). The entry is near the center, and the door is recessed, near the tower-porch. The door is covered by a modern 3, 2
storm door, and has a 1/1 window to its right. The gable roof of the house extends low to the first story, at the left side of the farade, and ~9

&
g
g
=3

According to the Lorain County Auditor's website, this house was constructed in 1894. The first residents, the Morris family, are listed in the
1897 directory. J. M. Blanchard was also listed as a resident at that time. David E. Morris had left the house by 1899. David worked at the
Godley and Morris Hardware Company with his father, William Morris, who is listed as the resident of the house after David left between the
years of 1899 and 1904. William, along with his wife Sarah, immigrated from England to Oberlin in 1854. In addition to working at the Godley
and Morris Hardware Company, he also worked at Morris Brothers Meat Market. While Sarah and William resided in the house, their
daughter Ella lived with them. She attended both OHS and the Oberlin College Conservatory. After continued...

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)
Outbuildings: None. This house is located on a residential street that receives little traffic.

45. Sources of Information
O-High Alumni, Internet, http://www.oberlin-high.org, Accessed February 2007.; City Directories, Oberlin Heritage Center Resource Center.;

Holsworth, Pat, Oberlin Pioneer Database..; Lorain County Court House, Auditor Property Record, Internet,
http://www.loraincounty.com/auditor/index.shtml, Accessed 2007.; 'Geiser Says Hitler Wants Peace,' Oberlin News Tribune, 13 Feb. 1941, p.
4.; 'Geiser Opposes Lend-Lease Bill, Believes Nazis Will Win," Oberlin News Tribune, 6 March 1941, p. 4.; 'Nutrition continued...
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Door Selection:
Single off center

Door Position:
Recessed

Orientation:
Other

Symmetry:

Bilateral asymmetry

Report Associated With Project:
NADB #:
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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)

between the windows, the wood shingles begin to flare more slightly as they near the lower portion of the window (level with the sills). The
attic gable has a large, semi-circular window with mullions. One mullion runs horizontally in the bottom fourth of the window, and two other
mullions run vertically and stop at the horizontal mullion. This arched window is recessed slightly and the attic gable has a small vent. The
first story of the west elevation has a ribbon of three square, leaded and beveled windows that sit high in the wall at the right. Near the
center, a pair of 1/1 windows has shutters. At the left of elevation, in an addition, a small, modern projecting bay window has wood mullions
and casement windows. At the far right, a small, roofed portion projects off the addition to the west and is enclosed in lattice. At the main
body of the house, a shed dormer is set in the roof, at the second story. The dormer has a pair of 1/1 windows. To its right, a large, gabled
dormer has two 1/1 windows at cutaway sides, and smaller wood shingles in the gable. The east elevation is largely obscured by trees. The
tower is at the left, and it has a window with shutters at the second story. Near the center of the elevation (not in the tower), between the first
and second stories, there is a rectangular window. At the right of the first story, a 1/1 replacement window has shutters. The second story,
which is, in part, a shed wall dormer, has a pair of 1/1 windows. At the far right, in the set-back addition, there is a large window. To the far
right, another, smaller addition is comprised totally of wood shingles; a shed awning is at the rear.

43. History and Significance (Con't)

graduating from the Conservatory she became a music teacher. For the year of 1904, public school teacher Tracy P Anderson is listed as
living with the Morris family. In 1907, another family of Morrises, John Morris and his wife Mary Ann are listed here. John made his living as a
stone mason and stone contractor and was a member of the Oberlin lodge of Odd Fellows. It is unknown if John Morris is related to the
Morris family previously mentioned, as John Morris was also an immigrant, immigrating from Scotland in 1864 when he was 24 years old. By
1908 all Morrises had left the house and OC Professor Karl Frederick Geiser and his wife Addie moved in. The next year, Addie passed away
from a cerebral hemorrhage. In 1910 W. C. Hilmer is listed as living with them. Geiser was the first professor of political science at the college
and he was very vocal about world politics and active in local affairs. He was elected to the first council under a city manager in 1923 and
served the city council from the years 1926 until 1931. As the son of German immigrants, he supported Germany in WWI and the years
leading up to and the beginning of World War Il and believed that America should not get involved. As a result, he was awarded the Order of
the German Eagle by Hitler in 1938 and it was reported in Time Magazine that he intended to accept the award. From records left behind it is
apparent he was active in giving speeches and advocating political changes through newspaper columns. In 1919 Professor Geiser moved to
a house built for him at 337 Reamer. By then, he was married to Florence and they had a child, Gretchen. The 1929 directory, however, lists
Professor Edwin L. Clarke, his wife Marguerite, and their two children as the new occupants. By 1933, William Butler Cooley, his wife
Kathleen, and their children resided here. William got his education at the Oberlin Academy and made his living over the years as a
bookkeeper, a grocer, a clerk, and a shoe store merchant. He worked at the W. H. Cooley and Son grocery store with his father, William H.
Cooley, who sold it in 1906 in what was called by the newspaper one of the 'most important [business changes] which have occurred in
Oberlin for a number of years.' By 1941, William Butler's youngest child and son Ransom Cooley has enlisted in the Navy to fight in World
War Il. Ransom survived the war. Another son, Chester Cooley, also served. The Cooleys are recorded to have occupied the house until
1942. The next known residents lived here by 1948: Joseph C. Dixon, his wife Betty, and their one child. Joseph worked at the Western Adj.
and Insp. Company. Several years later the 1956 directory lists Milton Corlette, his wife Frieda, and their two children as the occupants.
Milton worked at the Reserve Power Plant as a factory worker, meter reader and installer, and electrician. The residents by 1961 were Robert
James Willbond, his wife Joanne, and their two children. Robert, who went by Bob, was a star in sports at Oberlin High School and was class
president his senior year. Robert's parents were from England, but he served in the U.S. Navy doing motor maintenance during the WWIL.
Once he exited the service he served as a mail carrier and was the Elyria Little League Manager. The city directories in 1970 list Janet R.
Owens, an assistant professor at OC, as the primary resident. The current resident as of February 2007, Marjorie Kehl, is first listed in the
directories here in 1973.

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

45. Sources (Con't)

Committee Will Attend Institute,’ Oberlin News Tribune, 12 January 1942, p. 2.; 'Village Briefs,' Oberlin News Tribune, 10 Feb. 1941, p. 3.; 'On
‘Boot Leave," Oberlin News Tribune, 10 April 1941, p. 1.; 'Village Briefs' Oberlin News Tribune, 9 Nov. 1944, p. 5.; 'William Morris Dead,' The
Oberlin News, 20 June 1917, p. 1, col. 1.; 'Two Deaths on Morgan Street,’ The Oberlin News, 19 June 1906, p. 1, col. 6.; ‘Change Hands,' The
Oberlin News, 27 Feb. 1906, p. 1, col. 4.; '‘Came from Scotland Forty Years Ago,' The Oberlin News, 11 Dec. 1930, p. 5, col. 4.; 'Found Dead in
Bed," The Oberlin News, 27 January 1909, p. 1, col. 5.; 'Mr. Geiser Speaks for Manager Plan,’ The Oberlin News, 20 Jan. 1915, p. 3, col. 3.;
'City Manager Plans Approved at Meeting,' The Oberlin News," 13 April 1921, p. 5, col. 4,;




