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231 Morgan St
6. Specific Address or Location

900095101013
6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number

Oberlin
7. City or Village

9. U.T.M. Reference
 Quadrangle Name: Oberlin
17   397331  4571110
Zone Easting Northing

10. Classification: Building
11. On National Register? NO

13. Part of Established Hist. Dist? NO
15. Other Designation (NR or Local)

16. Thematic Associations:

17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s)
c. 1889
18. Style Class and Design

18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s)

19. Architect or Engineer

19a. Design Sources

20. Contractor or Builder

21. Building Type or Plan
Gabled Ell
22. Original Use, if apparent

24. Ownership Private
25. Owner's Name & Address, if known

26. Property Acreage
27. Other Surveys

28. No. of Stories
Two story
29. Basement? Yes
30. Foundation Material
Stone bearing
31. Wall Construction
Balloon/western/platform frame

32. Roof Type 

Roof Material
Cross gable

Asphalt shingle
33. No. of Bays 3
34. Exterior Wall Material(s)

Aluminum or vinyl siding

35. Plan Shape

36. Changes associated with 17/17b Dates:

37. Window Type(s)
1 over 1

38. Building Dimensions

39. Endangered? NO
By What?

40. Chimney Placement
Gable end, exterior
41. Distance from & Frontage on Road

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)

46. Prepared By:  Patricia :dedroceR etaD .84:noitazinagrO .74
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23. Present Use
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Civil War
College
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Single Dwelling

Original/Most significant construct

28' x 58'
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43. History and Significance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)

45. Sources of Information

0.40 acres
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This vernacular Cross Gable residence maintains significant aspects of its historic character, particularly notable in its original porch 
elements. In the north elevation, the central gable features a centered 1/1 double hung window in the second story, over two paired and 
centered 1/1 double hung windows in the first story. (These windows, like most of the windows of this house, have shutters that are not 
original.) There is also a small square louvered window in the gable apex. The chimney, made of brick with stone insets at the corners
where it begins to taper, is placed to the exterior of the west elevation of the front gable element. There is a small one-story enclosed porch 
to the left of the front gable, filling much of the space between the front and east side gables and covering the front door to the house. The 
porch has a possibly-historic wood and glass door centered in the porch wall, flanked by sidelights and topped with a single-paned
transom. The sidelights are ten panes each, arranged in two columns of five placed above the porch railing, which is covered in the same 
siding as that used on the house. The porch has a hipped roof and brick and  continued...

This house was constructed between 1888 and 1890 when the first known resident, James Carter, moved in. James Carter had been a
member of the Ohio 19th Infantry during the Civil War. He shared the home with his wife Sarah and children Perry and Lillian. Lillian later 
became an artist. By 1894 Ethel Gill, a milliner, had moved in with the Carters. Later that year, Ms. Gill and the Carters had departed; the 
home's new residents were Lyman M. Edwards, his wife Fannie Sophia, and their daughter Fannie Evangeline (Eva) and granddaughter
Fannie W. By 1904 Eva had moved away. Fannie W., OHS 1903, lived here until 1910, working as a teacher after graduated from OC in 1908. 
In 1910 she married James Sackell and moved to New London, Connecticut. Lyman Edwards passed away in 1911 and Fannie Sophia  

This house is located on a residential street that receives little traffic.

O-High Alumni, Internet, http://www.oberlin-high.org, Accessed January 2007.; City Directories, Oberlin Heritage Center Resource Center.; 
Holsworth, Pat, Oberlin Pioneer Database.; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps.; Gordon, Stephen C., 'How to Complete the Ohio Historic
Inventory,' Ohio Historical Society, Columbus. 1992.; McAlester, Virginia and Lee. 'A Field Guide to American Houses.' Alfred K. Knopf Inc. 
New York. 2000.; 'Alumni Register: Graduates and Former Students, Teaching and Administrative  continued...
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54. Farmstead Plan :

Report Associated With Project:

NADB #:

8. Site Plan with North Arrow

Bilateral asymmetry

Symmetry:

Gable with lateral wing
Orientation:

Flush
Door Position:

Corner
Door Selection:
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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)
 concrete steps with a probable-wood handrail. The north elevation of the west gable element has two vertically-aligned 1/1 double hung 
windows. The east elevation of the front gable has a 1/1 double hung window with no shutters over the porch, which itself has three
contiguous three by five pane windows above the porch railing. The east elevation of the side gable is identical to the north elevation of the 
front gable. There is another enclosed porch, with some historic woodwork, especially on and around the screen door, behind the east-facing
side gable. The steps to the porch are stone and brick, and the area under the porch floor is filled with wooden square lattice. The porch has 
three screened windows on its east elevation, and the screen door faces the northeast. The area above the door and windows is filled with a 
decorative open woodwork that mimics the form of a transom, except that instead of glass between muntins, there is screen between the 
vertical woodwork elements. On the west elevation, the side gable has two vertically-aligned 1/1 double hung windows. The first story is 
wider than the second story, giving this gable a 'stepped' profile. There are no additional features in the first story despite its additional 
width. There is a small louvered vent in the gable's apex. A recessed wing is visible at the rear of the house; it appears to have an historic 
door similar to that on the front porch, so is probably original. The west elevation of the front gable has a small window on each side of the 
chimney.  Basement windows are present but covered.

 passed away in 1915. By 1916 F.D. Wilson, an overseer, had moved in with his wife Sadie and their children Florence, Alice and Warren. The 
1927 phone book lists William Scott Carson, a salesman, along with his wife, Olive, and their children Ester, Susan, William Jr. and Virginia, 
all OHS graduates at this address. The Carsons continued to live in the home through 1929, but had moved away by 1930. The next known 
residents were Arthur Nilsson, a professor of economics at OC, his wife Una and their children, Arthur and Una. As a professor Mr. Nilsson 
published an important study on tax delinquency in the state of Ohio. By 1935 E.L. Lezotte moved in for a short stay that ended by 1937 with 
the arrival of Mrs. Margaret Utterback, a professor at OC, and later a teacher at the Prospect School. She lived at the home with two children, 
Margaret and Mary. The younger Margaret was a student at the Northfield Seminary for Girls in Northfield, Massachusetts, graduating in 
1942; she then entered OC. Mary graduated from the same school in 1943. The senior Margaret helped the war effort by spending the summer 
of 1942 working in a steel factory in Elyria. Later that year she wrote an article titled 'Teaching Democracy in the Fourth Grade,' which was 
published in the Journal of the National Education Association. In early 1945 the younger Margaret joined the Air Force and entered training 
in Iowa. She planned to become an Air Force mechanic and had flown about 100 solo hours from the Lorain County Airport. Sometime
around 1942 the Utterbacks appear to have moved to a different home in Oberlin and Louise Jacobs moved in. By 1944 Alfred Zesiger, retired,
arrived with his wife Erna. Alfred died by 1948 leaving the house to his widow. She continued to live here into the 1970s when Nathan
Twining arrived. He appears to have subdivided the house, renting part to Brian Grant. In 1997 Richard Salter owned the home, though did 
not reside here. Since 1999 John N. Hobbs has lived in the house.

43. History and Significance (Con't)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

 Staff, (1833-1960).' Oberlin College, 1961.; Lorain County Court House, Auditor Property Record, Internet, 
http://www.loraincounty.com/auditor/index.shtml, Accessed 2007.; 'Failure to Pay Alimony,' Oberlin News, 31 May 1916, p. 8, c. 6; 'Research 
Report on Ohio Taxation Issued: Summary,' Oberlin News-Tribune, 2 April 1931, p. 1, c. 5; 'Notes,' The American Economic Review, Vol. 21, 
No. 2, June 1931, p. 389-398, http://links.jstor.org/sici?sici=0002-8282%28193106%2921%3A2%3C389%3AN%3E2.0.CO%3B2-S, Accessed 
2007; 'Village Briefs,' Oberlin News-Tribune, 29 October 1942, 'Village Briefs,' Oberlin News-Tribune, 29 October 1942; 'Oberlin in Uniform,' 
Oberlin News-Tribune, 7 December 1944; 'Oberlin in Uniform,' Oberlin News-Tribune, 4 January 1945; 'Oberlin in Uniform,' Oberlin
News-Tribune, 26 July 1945;
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