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LOR-1750-211. No. Lorain2. County 4. Present Name(s)

5. Historic or Other Name(s)

Metcalf House

3. Location of Negatives O.H.I.O. Resource Cen

LO
R-1750-21

1. N
o.

Roll No. Picture No.(s)

15 02,03

227 Oak Street

6. Speci�c Address or Location

0900-085-104-010

6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number

Oberlin

7. City or Village If Rural, Township & Vicinity

8. Site Plan with North Arrow

9. U.T.M. Reference

 Quadrangle Name: Oberlin

17  397382 4571360

Zone Easting Northing

10. Classi�cation: Building

11. On National Register?

13. Part of Established Hist. Dist?

15. Other Designation (NR or Local)

16. Thematic Associations:

World War I, MANUFACTURING/INDUSTRIAL, Coll

17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s)

1908

18. Style or Design High Style

ElementsDutch Colonial Revival,

18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s)

19. Architect or Engineer

19a. Design Sources

20. Contractor or Builder

21. Building Type or Plan

Side Hallway

22. Original Use, if apparent

Single Dwelling, , ,

23. Present Use

Single Dwelling, ,

24. Ownership Private

25. Owner's Name & Address, if known

26. Property Acreage .19

27. Other Surveys

28. No. of Stories

Two and a half story

29. Basement? Yes

30. Foundation Material
Stone bearing

31. Wall Construction

Balloon frame/western frame/pla

32. Roof Type 

Roof Material

Cross gable

Asphalt shingle

33. No. of Bays 2

34. Exterior Wall Material(s)
Wood shingles

35. Plan Shape L-shaped

36. Changes
(Explain in #42)

Yes

37. Window Type(s)
1 over 1, Casement
38. Building Dimensions

39. Endangered?
By What?

40. Chimney Placement

Multiple random

41. Distance from & Frontage on Road
Approx. 25'

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)

43. History and Signi�cance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)

46. Prepared By: Petersen, T Reeves, M Surovy O.H.I.O.47. Organization: 48. Date Recorded: 08/19/2003

45. Sources of Information

227 O
ak Street

Lorain
2. County

4. Present or H
istoric N

am
e(s)

6. Speci�c A
ddress or Location

37 x 35

 Addition
 Altered
Moved

IrregularSide Bays

This house is an example of a Side Hallway plan in the Dutch Colonial Revival style. The door is located to the extreme left, and it includes a 
�at-roofed portico with a simple entablature. The roof is supported by metals posts and has metal railings. The base of the stoop is brick with 
cement steps leading up to it. The door, which has been altered, has six molded panels and sidelights. The sidelights are �lled in the lower third. 
The exterior  continued...

This house was built in 1908 for Wilmot & Caroline (nee Soule) Metcalf & their children Rachel & Norman (Oberlin News, Holsworth, City 
Directory). Wilmot attended OC Preparatory School, both children attended OHS & Norman attended the Conservatory (Holsworth). The men were 
active in WWI; Norman joined the Aero Squadron in 1918 & Wilmot joined the American Volunteer Motor Ambulance in France in 1917 (Oberlin 
News). Wilmot's letters home from Europe regarding refugees & German prisoner hospitals  continued...

'New Houses: Metcalf, South Cedar and Oak Streets,' 'Oberlin News,' 11 August 1908: 5.; O.H.I.O. Building Files, O.H.I.O. Resource Center.; 
'Wilmot V. Metcalf Joins American Volunteer Motor Ambulance in France,' Oberlin News, 8 August 1917, p. 1.; 'Wilmot V. Metcalf letter from Swiss 
border on  continued...

A contemporary two-car detached garage is located behind the house.  The house is in good condition and has a gravel drive leading to the 
garage.



LOR-1750-211. No. Lorain2. County 4. Present Name(s)

5. Historic or Other Name(s)

Metcalf House

3. Location of Negatives O.H.I.O. Resource Cen
LO

R-1750-21
1. N

o.

Roll No. Picture No.(s)

15 02,03

51. Condition of Property: Good/Fair 54. Farmstead Plan

52. Historic Outbuildings and Dependencies

53. A�liated OAI Site Numbers

Altered

Flush

Gable end axis

Bilateral asymmetry

Door Selection:

Door Position:

Orientation:

Symmetry:

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)

43. History and Signi�cance (Con't)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

45. Sources (Con't)

49. Revised By:

50a. Date Revised:

50b. Reviewed by:

FOR OHPO USE:

RPR Number:

 chimney runs up the elevation, left of the center. A one-over-one window is located to the left of the chimney. In the second story, two one-over-one 
windows are situated to the left and right of the chimney. The attic has a window to the right of the chimney, which has two sliding panes. The 
gambrel roof is comprised of wood shingles. The west elevation contains a door near the center with a one-over-one window above it. At the left is 
another one-over-one window. Two casement windows with three panels are located right of the door and additional casements are situated at the far 
right, in the one-story addition. Another gambrel gable is located near the right side at this elevation. Two one-over-one windows are in the second 
story and a square window is in the attic. The east elevation includes a one-story porch that begins at the center and extends right; it contains simple 
square supports. The foundation of the porch is concrete block. A door with sidelights leads to the porch. The gambrel gable has a small second 
story window. The house was remodeled in 1978 (OHIO Building Files).

 were published in the Oberlin News. Wilmot' s profession is unknown, but he had an o�ce at 161 N Professor St (City Directory). Norman, who was 
married with 2 children in the early 1920s, was killed in a 1929 gas explosion in Washington (Oberlin News). The Metcalfs lived here over 20 years, 
through 1929 (City Directory). In 1935, Sarah & S.D. Koonce occupied the house; by 1937 through 1944, Mary & Francis Buckler lived here with their 
child (City Directory). Francis was a professor at OC' s Graduate School of Theology (City Directory). He conducted a Haskell lecture in 1925-6 on 
Asian despotism & spoke to the Exchange Club about India (Oberlin News). By 1956, Charlotte & Bob Bourne lived here with their 2 children through 
1961 (City Directory). Bob was a foreman at National Tube. By 1970, John & Marianne Popovich lived here with their 2 children (City Directory). 

 French refugees,'  Oberlin News, 24 October 1917, p. 4.; ' Francis W. Buckler gives �rst 3 Haskell lectures on the Oriental Despot,'  Oberlin News, 26 
November 1925, p. 1.; ' Francis W. Buckler speaks to Exchange Club on India,'  Oberlin News, 25 March 1926, p. 1.; Blodgett, Geo�rey, ' Oberlin 
Architecture, College and Town: A Guide to Social History,'  Oberlin College, 1985.; City Directories, O.H.I.O Resource Center.; Holsworth, Pat, 
Oberlin Pioneer Database.; Lorain County Court House, Auditor Property Record, Internet, http://www.loraincounty.com/auditor/index.shtml, 
Accessed 2003.; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps.; Gordon, Stephen C., ' How to Complete the Ohio Historic Inventory,'  Ohio Historical Society, 
Columbus, 1992.; McAlester, Virginia and Lee, ' A Field Guide to American Houses,'  Alfred K. Knopf Inc., New York, 2000.; ' Alumni Register: 
Graduates and Former Students, Teaching and Administrative Sta�, (1833-1960),'  Oberlin College, 1961.
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