HIQO Ohio Historic Preservation Office
0

V 567 E. Hudson St OHIO HISTORIC INVENTORY
N

Columbus, OH 43211
614/298-2000

RPR Number:
0|7 —
1.No. | OR-02066-21 4. Present Name(s) Andrew Ruckman House g
o)
2.County  [orain 5. Historic or Other Name(s) Horton-Ruckman House §
6. Specific Address or Location 19a. Design Sources 35. Plan Shape PN
248 Oak Rectangular 3 o
= = O
20. Contractor or Builder 36. Changes associated with 17/17b Dates: | 5" 5
6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number 21 Building Type or Plan 17. Original/Most significant construct <
Four-over-Four
17b. i - iti
900085103019 22. Original Use, if apparent Substantial alteration/addition
i i Single Dwelling
7. Clt¥ or Village 37, Window Type(s)
Oberlin 8 over 1 > -‘;
S 3
9. U.T.M. Reference 23. Present Use 6 over 1 o a
; - — - - @
Quadrangle Name:  Oberlin Single Dwelling gg S":I;,mg Dimensions g E1
17 397275 4571447 Py i
. . b =
Zone Easting Northing 24, Ownership _ Private 39. Zﬂd?/\f;ﬁetr:d- NO Sz
10, Classificati o 25. Owner's Name & Address, if known y What: g a
. Classification: Building Andrew Ruckman Il and Cynthia Evans D &
11. On National Register? NO 248 Oak St. _ :3E 3
Oberlin, OH, 44074 40. Chimney Placement z<
13. Part of Established Hist. Dist? NO 26. Property Acreage unknown Gable end. exterior 5
15. Other Designation (NR or Local) 27. Other Surveys 41. Distance from & Frontage on Road @
45'
28. No. of Stories 51. Condition of Property:
16. Thematic Associations: Two story Good/Fair — _
Baptist 29. Basement?  Yes 52. Historic Outbuildings & Dependencies
PRIVATE/College 30. Foundation Material Structure Type
Newspapers/Maaazines Brick bearing Garage
17. Date(s) or Period 1/b. Alteration Date(s) 31. Wall Construction
ca. 1922-1927 Unknown Balloon/western/platform frame Date
18. Style Class and Design Historic
Georgian Revival 32. Roof Type ) o
Gable Associated Activity
Roof Material
18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s) Asphalt shingle
| 33. No. of Bays 3 Side Bays 2 53. Affiliated Inventory Numbers
19. Architect or Engineer 34. Exterior Wall Material(s) Historic (OHI)
Wood shingle Archaeological (OAI)
Clapboard or weatherboard
42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary) N
This simplified Georgian Revival house is two stories, three-bay, double-pile, and is symmetrically ordered in a Four-over-Four plan with a g
westerly wing. The exterior is clad in vinyl siding on the first story and wood shingles on the second story. At the front/south facade, the o
entry is centered within the main block of the house. The door is flanked by four-light sidelights over recessed panels and is topped by a o
£

blind fanlight. A broken-pediment hood, with full entablature and interior barrel vault, shades the door. Tuscan columns and pilasters
support the hood. Brick steps, flanked by brick half-walls, lead up to the stoop in front of the door. 8/1 double hung windows flank the
entry. Centered in the second story is a window with a square lower sash and fanlight in the upper sash. 6/1 double hung windows flank
the center window. Paired 6/6 double hung windows open to the one-story wing. On the east elevation of the main block the first story has
two hopper windows at the left and paired 1/1 double hung windows at the right. The second story has two 1/1 double hung windows. The
attic gable has a window that is square in its lower sash and has a fanlight in continued...

43. History and Significance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

According to Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps and Oberlin city directories, this house was constructed between 1922 and 1927. The first
known occupants were Professor Walter Marshall Horton and his wife, Lidie Loring (nee Chick). Walter was born in Middlesex,
Massachusetts in 1895. He distinguished himself through his education at Harvard University, where he graduated summa cum laude and
went on to graduate studies at Union Theological Seminary (NY). He was an ordained minister at First Baptist Church (Arlington, MA),
received a BD from Union and an MA in philosophy from Columbia. He also earned a fellowship that allowed him to study at the Sorbonne
and Strasbourg and Marburg universities. He was said to be fluent in both French and German and established relations with theologians

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)
This house is located on a residential street. The garage is historic. It has a gable front, wood clapboard, and a single door wide enough
for two cars. A pedestrian door at the west side is comprised of wood and has a window in its upper half.

45. Sources of Information
Oberlin Heritage Center Resource Center, City Directories, Oberlin Phone Book and Past Perfect collections program; Lorain County Court
House, Auditor Property Record, Internet, http://www.loraincounty.com/auditorindex.shtml, accessed 2009; "Walter Marshall Horton,'
biography, Oberlin Archives; '‘Walter Marshall Horton,' Pastoral Psychology, Vol. 7 No. 8, November 1956, p. 6; ‘Walter Marshall Horton's
Latest Book Selection of Religious Book of the Month Club," Oberlin News Tribune, 5/21/1931, continued...
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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)

its upper sash. An addition near the center of the elevation has a flat roof with a non-historic, wood railing above the roof, which creates a
porch. Within the addition are paired casement windows and paired 6/6 double hung windows. To the right of the flat-roofed portion,
another addition has a shed roof, which rises up higher than the porch rails. At the west elevation, the wing has a bank of four 6/6 double
hung windows. The wing has a hip roof and is at the right side of the west elevation. The remainder of the first story is obscured. However,
the rear, one-story addition is visible; it has a west-facing gable and a door, which is also obscured. At the main body of the house, the
exterior chimney runs through the gable. Small windows flank the chimney at the second story and the attic. The attic windows have six
lights and cornice returns at the eaves.

43. History and Significance (Con't)

world. He later earned his STM from Union and his PhD in theology from Columbia. By 1925, he arrived in Oberlin (this is likely when the
house at 248 Oak Street was built). He was hired as an associate professor of Systematic Theology for the college's Graduate School of
Theology and in the Department of Religion. One year later, he took the position of Fairchild Professor of Systematic Theology. He became
world-renowned for his efforts to promote the Protestant ecumenical movement. He was also a popular author and wrote several books
including: Can Christianity Save Civilization, Christian Theology: An Ecumenical Approach, and A Psychological Approach to Theology. He
gave sermons, spoke on radio programs, held lectures, and traveled the world to bridge the gap between liberal and conservative
theologians. He was a consultant at ecumenical conferences and lectured around the world. His wife, Lidie, studied music at Boston
University and was known to be a talented vocalist and musician. When Lidie died in 1961, Walter retired from teaching in Oberlin. The next
year, he married Marie Rankin, who was a Professor Emerita of Education in Oberlin. Following their wedding, they taught English and
Theology at the United Theological College in Bangalore, India, from 1962-1963. They returned to the United States and Walter worked as a
visiting professor at Chicago Theological Seminary before his death in 1966. Horton occupied this house through 1961, and it is unknown
whether he sold the house before moving to India with Marie. The next known occupants in 1970 were Andrew Ruckman, Il and his wife, Kay
Woodruff, both Oberlin College graduates (1961). Andrew and Kay had two children (Andrew and Eleanor). Andrew was the managing editor
of the Oberlin News-Tribune and later an editor at the Elyria Chronicle-Telegram. Kay also worked as a journalist for the Oberlin
News-Tribune and taught English at Elyria High School. The current owner continues to be Andrew Ruckman with his second wife, Cindy
Evans Ruckman, an employee of the National Association of College Stores (NACS) in Oberlin.

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

45, Sources (Con't)
p. 1c. 4; 'Walter Horton Elected President of the American Theological Society,' Oberlin News-Tribune, 1944.




