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LOR-1757-211. No. Lorain2. County 4. Present Name(s)

5. Historic or Other Name(s)

Cargill-Blanchard House

3. Location of Negatives O.H.I.O. Resource Cen

LO
R-1757-21

1. N
o.

Roll No. Picture No.(s)

12 14, 15

273 Oak Street

6. Speci�c Address or Location

0900-085-104-004

6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number

Oberlin

7. City or Village If Rural, Township & Vicinity

8. Site Plan with North Arrow

9. U.T.M. Reference

 Quadrangle Name: Oberlin

17  397219 4571375

Zone Easting Northing

10. Classi�cation: Building

11. On National Register?

13. Part of Established Hist. Dist?

15. Other Designation (NR or Local)

City of Oberlin Historic Landmark

16. Thematic Associations:

Financial, World War II, Music

17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s)

c. 1905-06

18. Style or Design High Style

ElementsColonial Revival,

18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s)

19. Architect or Engineer

Keith Company Plans

19a. Design Sources

20. Contractor or Builder

Joseph T. Biggs

21. Building Type or Plan

American foursquare

22. Original Use, if apparent

Single Dwelling, , ,

23. Present Use

Single Dwelling, ,

24. Ownership Private

25. Owner's Name & Address, if known

26. Property Acreage .26

27. Other Surveys

28. No. of Stories

Two and a half story

29. Basement? Yes

30. Foundation Material
Stone bearing

31. Wall Construction

Balloon frame/western frame/pla

32. Roof Type 

Roof Material

Pyramidal

Slate

33. No. of Bays 3

34. Exterior Wall Material(s)
Clapboard or weatherboard

35. Plan Shape Square

36. Changes
(Explain in #42)

Yes

37. Window Type(s)
1 over 1, Other
38. Building Dimensions

39. Endangered?
By What?

40. Chimney Placement

O� center within roof surface

41. Distance from & Frontage on Road
Approx. 30'

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)

43. History and Signi�cance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)

46. Prepared By: Petersen, T Reeves, M Surovy O.H.I.O.47. Organization: 48. Date Recorded: 08/19/2003

45. Sources of Information
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32 x 46

 Addition
 Altered
Moved

2Side Bays

This house is an example of a Colonial Revival American Foursquare. The full front porch has a hip roof with Doric columns and a wall running 
between the columns, along the perimeter of the porch. The current owner reported that the original spindle columns still exist within the current 
columns. Lattice runs below the porch. The door is located at the center of the elevation; it features a window and molded wood panels. The door 
has leaded glass  continued...

This house was built in 1905-6 for Henry Wade & Maude Estelle (Mills) Cargill (Blodgett, City Directory). Construction started in 1905 on a former 
cow pasture; Oak Street was on Prof. A.A. Wright's estate & homes there felt, 'almost like living in the country,' (Blodgett). Contractor Joseph T 
Biggs built this house based on plans by Keith Company Architects (Blodgett). Wade Cargill was an assistant in OC's Treasurer's O�ce & 
eventually became Treasurer & Emeritus Treasurer. The Cargill's son,  continued...

'Records of the O�ce of the Treasurer (Group 7),' Oberlin Online, Internet, www.oberlin.edu/archive/resources/women/group7.html, Accessed 16 
January 2004.; 'Paul D. Cargill,' 'St. Petersburg Times,' St. Petersburg Florida, 16 February 1998.; 'Oberlin Landmarks,' Oberlin Heritage Center 
Website,  continued...

This house is in very good condition, as are those nearby.  A small, detached two-car carriage house/garage is located behind the house.
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51. Condition of Property: Good/Fair 54. Farmstead Plan

52. Historic Outbuildings and Dependencies

53. A�liated OAI Site Numbers

Single centered

Flush

Lateral axis

Bilateral asymmetry

Door Selection:

Door Position:

Orientation:

Symmetry:

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)

43. History and Signi�cance (Con't)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

45. Sources (Con't)

49. Revised By:

50a. Date Revised:

50b. Reviewed by:

FOR OHPO USE:

RPR Number:

 within its sidelights. Large double-hung windows are located to the left and right of the entry; their upper panes are 1/3 the size of the lower panes. 
The second story has one-over-one windows at the left and right, and a Palladian-style window at the center. The arch of the Palladian window has 
decorative leaded glass, �anked by square windows that also include leaded glass. A hip dormer in the roof contains three windows. The east 
elevation features a set of three windows at the right side of the �rst story. In this set, the center window is shorter, and is situated adjacent to the 
upper sashes of the one-over-one windows that �ank them. The current owner, Jane Blodgett, refers to this window as a piano window. A large 
one-over-one window is located to the left. Two one-over-ones are in the second story. The dormer at this elevation has a hip roof and two windows. 
The west elevation includes a one-story addition with a one-over-one window to the right and a �xed window to the left. The original portion of the 
house has a projecting bay window at the left side of the �rst story and three double hung windows, the center of which is larger than the two that 
�ank it. To the right of the bay are two one-over-one windows. The second story has a pair of one-over-one windows to the right and a single one to 
the left. This elevation does not include a dormer. The rear/south elevation has a bay window with four casement windows and �ve double hung 
windows on the new addition.

 Paul D graduated from OHS & lived here until c. 1939; he was a physicist in Oberlin & served in the Army in WWII (City Directory, O-Hi-Alumni). 
After 46 years, the Cargills moved in 1952 & were replaced by Gwendolyn/Gwen S & Homer D Blanchard & their 3 children (Blodgett, City Directory). 
Homer was a pipe organ builder; his large garage had an attached workshop at the rear of the lot for testing pipe organs (Blodgett). He built the pipe 
organ at his church, Grace Lutheran, in Oberlin in 1963; it was replaced in 1995 (Churches of Oberlin). The Blanchards lived here until 1964 when 
they moved to Delaware, OH & Homer taught at Ohio Wesleyan (City Directory, Blodgett). Jane & Geo�rey Blodgett moved into this house with their 
daughters Lauren, Barbara, & Sally in 1964 (Blodgett). Jane & Geo�rey graduated from OC; Geo�rey received his PhD from Harvard before returning 
to teach American History at OC (Blodgett). At various times, Jane & Geo�rey served on the city' s preservation commission (Blodgett). Geo�rey 
authored several articles on Oberlin architecture & books entitled ' Oberlin Architecture, College, & Town, A Guide to its Social History'  & (cont...)

 Internet, www.oberlinheritage.org/landmarks2front.pdf, Accessed 20 January 2004.; Blodgett, Jane, ' City of Oberlin Historic Preservation 
Commission Historic Landmark Designation Form,'  O.H.I.O. Building Files, O.H.I.O. Resource Center.; ' Geo�rey Blodgett, 1931-2001,'  Oberlin 
Online News and Features, Internet, www.oberlin.edu/news-info/01nov/blodgett_obit.html, Accessed 20 January 2004.; ' Grace Lutheran Church,'  
Churches of Oberlin, Internet, www.oberlin.edu/external/EOG/HousesofWorship/LGraceLutheran.html, Accessed 20 January 2004.; City Directories, 
O.H.I.O Resource Center.; Holsworth, Pat, Oberlin Pioneer Database.; Lorain County Court House, Auditor Property Record, Internet, 
http://www.loraincounty.com/auditor/index.shtml, Accessed 2003.; Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps.; Gordon, Stephen C., ' How to Complete the Ohio 
Historic Inventory,'  Ohio Historical Society, Columbus. 1992.; McAlester, Virginia and Lee, ' A Field Guide to American Houses,'  Alfred K. Knopf Inc. 
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