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LOR-1758-211. No. Lorain2. County 4. Present Name(s)

5. Historic or Other Name(s)

Manning House

3. Location of Negatives O.H.I.O. Resource Cen

LO
R-1758-21

1. N
o.

Roll No. Picture No.(s)

Roll 16  Pic 24 Roll 15  Pic 29

279 Oak Street

6. Speci�c Address or Location

0900-085-104-003

6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number

Oberlin

7. City or Village If Rural, Township & Vicinity

8. Site Plan with North Arrow

9. U.T.M. Reference

 Quadrangle Name: Oberlin

17  397194 4571365

Zone Easting Northing

10. Classi�cation: Building

11. On National Register?

13. Part of Established Hist. Dist?

15. Other Designation (NR or Local)

16. Thematic Associations:

College, Music, Spanish-American War

17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s)

1906

18. Style or Design High Style

ElementsNo academic style - Vernacular,

18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s)

19. Architect or Engineer

19a. Design Sources

20. Contractor or Builder

21. Building Type or Plan

Other House Type

22. Original Use, if apparent

Single Dwelling, , ,

23. Present Use

Single Dwelling, ,

24. Ownership Private

25. Owner's Name & Address, if known

26. Property Acreage unknown

27. Other Surveys

28. No. of Stories

Two and a half story

29. Basement? Yes

30. Foundation Material
Stone bearing

31. Wall Construction

Balloon frame/western frame/pla

32. Roof Type 

Roof Material

Cross gable

Asphalt shingle

33. No. of Bays 2

34. Exterior Wall Material(s)
Clapboard or weatherboard

35. Plan Shape Rectangular

36. Changes
(Explain in #42)

37. Window Type(s)
1 over 1,
38. Building Dimensions

39. Endangered?
By What?

40. Chimney Placement

O� center within roof surface

41. Distance from & Frontage on Road
Approx. 25'

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)

43. History and Signi�cance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)

46. Prepared By: Petersen, T Reeves, M Surovy O.H.I.O.47. Organization: 48. Date Recorded: 08/19/2003

45. Sources of Information

279 O
ak Street

Lorain
2. County

4. Present or H
istoric N

am
e(s)

6. Speci�c A
ddress or Location

unknown

 Addition
 Altered
Moved

IrregularSide Bays

This house has wood shingles on the second story and clapboard siding at the �rst. The full front porch has a hip roof and Tuscan columns that sit 
on top of wood shingle walls. Wood steps lead up to the porch, which has square lattice below. A projecting bay window left of the door has a 
one-over-one window at the center, which is larger than the two on the sides of the bay. The second story has a one-over-one window to the left 
and a projecting  continued...

This house was built in 1906 for violin professor Edward Manning & his wife, who came from Carnegie Hall (Doud). In 1908, Charles R & Elizabeth 
L Comings lived here. Charles, born in Oberlin, was a soldier in the Spanish-American War & the Philippines. Elizabeth served as VP of the 
League of Women Voters. Their sons were Charles L, Fred, Eugene & Gordon; all attended OHS. Charles L attended OC. Charles R, Charles L & 
Fred worked at the family business, Comings Book Store; all 3 served on Oberlin  continued...

O-High Alumni, Internet, http://www.oberlin-high.org/, Accessed 2003.; 'Robert L. Baird married Harriet McClellan in Centerville,' 'Oberlin News,' 16 
September 1904: 4.; 'Elizabeth Lea Comings chosen vice president Oberlin League of Women Voters,' 'Oberlin News,' 1 October 1925: 1.; 'Many 
at  continued...

This house, which is in good condition, has a two-car, detached garage situated behind it.
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51. Condition of Property: Good/Fair 54. Farmstead Plan

52. Historic Outbuildings and Dependencies

53. A�liated OAI Site Numbers

Single o� center

Flush

Gable end axis

Bilateral asymmetry

Door Selection:

Door Position:

Orientation:

Symmetry:

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)

43. History and Signi�cance (Con't)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

45. Sources (Con't)

49. Revised By:

50a. Date Revised:

50b. Reviewed by:

FOR OHPO USE:

RPR Number:

 bay window at the right with one-over-one windows. The attic gable has a pair of one-over-one windows. The west elevation features a square, 
projecting bay near the center, and a door at street level has a one-over-one window above it. At the second story, a square, casement window is 
situated above the bay. More windows are right of the bay at the �rst and second stories. At the far right, a door has wood steps and a wood rail 
leading up to it. The window right of the door, as well as the door itself, have an oversized, shed hood above. A pair of one-over-one windows is 
located above the hood. Exposed rafters are visible below the eaves. A cross gable in the roof has a one-over-one window. The east elevation 
contains a square, projecting bay left of center and a pair of one-over-one windows. A rectangular window with decorative muntins is located to the 
far right. A pair of six-over-nine windows is located to the far left. At the second story, a one-over-one window is situated above the bay. An awning 
window is located to the far right, with a pair of one-over-one windows to the far left. The cross gable has a one-over-one window.

 City Council; Charles R was chairman for many years. In the 1920s, Robert & Harriet Baird moved into this house with their children, Lawrence & 
Florence. Robert attended OC Academy & became a teacher. Harriet attended the Conservatory. George & Edna Hubbard lived here from 1940 until 
George' s death in 1958. He was an emeritus professor of geology at OC. Their boarder, Herbert Rugg, lived here 1943-58. Herbert was editor & 
publisher of ' Current Religious Thought'  magazine, located at 21 S Main. In 1958, Gerald & Bridgett Cooke purchased the house. They had three 
children. Gerald was an asst. professor of religion at the college. According to local historian Jane Blodgett, the William Gordon family lived here in 
the early 1960s; William taught geology at OC. William & Mary Bigglestone acquired the house in the mid-1960s. Mary was a teacher at Prospect 
School & William was the archivist for the college. They had two children. 

 Services for C.R. Comings,'  ' Oberlin News-Tribune,'  26 July 1945: 1.; ' Eugene Comings, 51, dies of heart attack in Toledo,'  ' Oberlin News-Tribune,'  
20 February 1964: 1B.; ' Charles Lea Comings, Obituary,'  ' Oberlin News-Tribune,'  16 March 1998: 2.; ' Fred Andrew Comings, Obituary,'  ' Oberlin 
News-Tribune,'  28 April 1998: 7.; Doud, M.K., Ohio Historic Inventory form, 1992, O.H.I.O. Resource Center.; ' Hi-O-Hi'  Oberlin College Yearbooks, 
1929 and 1961.; Westwood Cemetery Deceased Listing, O.H.I.O. Resource Center.; Blodgett, Geo�rey, ' Oberlin Architecture, College and Town: A 
Guide to Social History,'  Oberlin College, 1985.; City Directories, O.H.I.O Resource Center.; Holsworth, Pat, Oberlin Pioneer Database.; Lorain 
County Court House, Auditor Property Record, Internet, http://www.loraincounty.com/auditor/index.shtml, Accessed 2003.; Sanborn Fire Insurance 
Maps.; Gordon, Stephen C., ' How to Complete the Ohio Historic Inventory,'  Ohio Historical Society, Columbus, 1992.; McAlester, Virginia and Lee, ' A 
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