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4. Present Name(s) Sherry Innes House
5. Historic or Other Name(s) Cain-Smith House
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48 North Park
6. Specific Address or Location

900086105029
6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number

Oberlin
7. City or Village

9. U.T.M. Reference
 Quadrangle Name: Oberlin
17   398399  4571731
Zone Easting Northing

10. Classification: Building
11. On National Register? NO

13. Part of Established Hist. Dist? NO
15. Other Designation (NR or Local)

16. Thematic Associations:

17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s)
ca. 1902
18. Style Class and Design

18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s)

19. Architect or Engineer

19a. Design Sources

20. Contractor or Builder

21. Building Type or Plan
Gabled Ell
22. Original Use, if apparent

24. Ownership Private
25. Owner's Name & Address, if known

48 N. Park St.
Oberlin, OH, 44074
26. Property Acreage
27. Other Surveys

28. No. of Stories
Two story
29. Basement? Yes
30. Foundation Material
Unknown
31. Wall Construction
Balloon/western/platform frame

32. Roof Type 

Roof Material
Cross gable

Slate
33. No. of Bays 3
34. Exterior Wall Material(s)

Aluminum or vinyl siding

35. Plan Shape

36. Changes associated with 17/17b Dates:

37. Window Type(s)
1 over 1

38. Building Dimensions

39. Endangered? NO
By What?

40. Chimney Placement
Off center within ridgeline
41. Distance from & Frontage on Road

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)

46. Prepared By:  Liz 47. Organization: 48. Date Recorded:
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2Side Bays

23. Present Use
RESIDENTIAL/DOMESTIC

EDUCATION
Gas
COMMERCE

Unknown

Element Craftsman/Arts and Crafts
No academic style - Vernacular

Multiple Dwelling
Single Dwelling

Sherry L. Innes

Original/Most significant construct

Substantial alteration/addition

28' x 74'

17.

17b.

43. History and Significance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)

45. Sources of Information

unknown

Oberlin Heritage Center 11/20/2009Schultz

25'

This vernacular, cross-gable house has a full front porch that wraps around into the ell of the facade. The front/east facade includes the 
porch, which has a metal hipped roof. Battered columns, which have been covered in aluminum, support the porch roof. These columns 
sit on top of a half-wall that surrounds the perimeter of the porch; the wall is also covered in aluminum siding. Concrete steps lead up to 
the wood floor of the porch. Within the porch, at the first story of the gabled portion, a double door is at the left corner of the elevation. 
The door is a historic door comprised of wood, with windows in the upper half. To its right, three 1/1 windows are double hung; the center 
window is slightly larger than those that flank it. Within the ell, which is set back, a door is comprised of wood and glass. Also, a 
muntined window is at the far right, within a box bay window. The second story has two 1/1 double hung windows at the gabled portion. 
The first story of the south elevation is obscured by foliage, making it difficult to properly determine the features. A projecting box-shaped 
bay window, with a slate roof, is at the left side of the first story, in the  continued...

The original house at this address was built by 1873 and appears to have been operated as a boarding house by Uriah S. Hill from about 
1873 through 1877.  Residents listed in 1873 include Mrs. S. Wood and three telegraph operators: Henry S. Emmons, A. R. Johnson, and W. 
B. Reeder. This house was no longer standing by 1877.  The current house on this lot was built sometime between that time and 1902.  In 
1883 Dr. N. Martin lived at this address.  In 1886 Thomas F. Paden, a stone cutter and shoemaker, and J. Race, a farmer, were listed as 
residents.  It is possible that Paden's wife Sarah B. and three sons, Robert, Reuben, and Roscoe, also lived in the house.  At that time the 
street address was 6 North Water Street.  In 1890 the listed residents were E. D. Foskett, a carpenter, and Hiram A.  continued...

This house includes an outbuilding, which appears to have once been a barn. This building is covered in wood clapboard and is two 
stories tall, with a front gable. A two-car garage is attached to its south side. The house is located on a residential street, near downtown 
Oberlin.

Oberlin Heritage Center Resource Center, City Directories, Oberlin Phone Book and Past Perfect collections program; Lorain County Court 
House, Auditor Property Record, Internet, http://www.loraincounty.com/auditorindex.shtml, accessed 2009; 'New Firm Opens, A.J. 
Frederick Successor to M. Straus,' Oberlin weekly News, 3/19/1880, p. 3, c. 2; 'E.J. Frederick Died,' Oberlin News, 4/2/1919, p. 1, c. 2; 
'Darling Lou Ada died,' Oberlin News, 5/18/1910, p. 1, c. 2; 'Ephraim P. Ralston Dies,'  Oberlin  continued...

Good/Fair
51. Condition of Property:

49. PIR Reviewer: 50. PIR Review Date:

53. Affiliated Inventory Numbers
Historic (OHI)

Archaeological (OAI)

Rectangular

52. Historic Outbuildings & Dependencies

Unknown
Date

Unknown Barn
Structure Type

Associated Activity
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54. Farmstead Plan :

Report Associated With Project:

NADB #:

8. Site Plan with North Arrow

Bilateral asymmetry
Symmetry:

Gable end axis
Orientation:

Flush
Door Position:

Two doors asymmetrical
Door Selection:
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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)
 gabled portion of the elevation. The second story has a 1/1 double hung window. The attic gable has a small, square window. The rear 
addition is two stories, large, and has a 1/1 double hung window. The north elevation includes the wrap-around porch at the left. The gabled 
portion at the center has a box-shaped bay window at the first story, with muntined window. To its right there is a door. The second story of 
the gabled portion has two 2/2 double hung windows. The attic features a square window. The two-story addition has a double hung 
window at both the first and second stories.

 Tennant, a former student of the Oberlin Preparatory school and sewing machine agent.  His wife M. J. may have also been a resident.  In 
1891 the residents were the Hirst family: O. W., Mrs. Mary E., and daughters Jessie, Maude, and Gertrude.  The occupants in 1894 were 
Reverend John Pogson (b. 1858, England) and wife Sarah J. (nee Topliss). John was a graduate of the Oberlin College Seminary and 
married Sarah in 1884. Also living here at this time were J. M. Jackson, a butcher, and his wife Cora E. and daughters Saide H. and Bessie 
M. (other sources listed the children as Sarah, Inez, Warren, and Bessie.)  The next known occupants, from 1895 through 1897, were the 
Frederick (or Fredrick) family. Adam J. Frederick (b. 1852, Ohio) married Christina (b. 1856) in 1878. They had three children: George Martin 
(b. 1878; d. 1895), Cora (b. 1881), and Lillian Maria (b. 1884). George attended the Oberlin College Preparatory school and Lillian attended 
the Oberlin College Conservatory. Adam ran the A.J. Frederick and Company dry goods store. Between 1899 and 1900, the Ralston family 
occupied the house. Ephraim P. Ralston (b. 1843, Oberlin; d. 1923, Oberlin) was a travelling salesman and insurance agent. In 1867, he 
married Emma J. (nee Dawson; b. 1839, PA; d. 1925) and they had four children: (Reverend) Chester Fairman (b. 1870; d. 1955), Mary Estella 
(b. 1871), Lou Ada (b. 1873, d. 1910), and Minnerva 'Minnie' Belle (b. 1875; d. 1894). Chester attended Oberlin College and Minnie attended 
the Conservatory. At this time Harry Harrison and (Mary) Estella Avery also lived in the house.  Harry later became an auditor.  Next, the 
Rogers family occupied the house from 1902 through 1910. Edward M. Rogers (b. 1855, Ohio; d. 1916) was a farmer. In 1867, he married 
Hattie M. (nee White; b. 1860, Ohio), and they had four children: Myron Frank (b. 1877; d. 1910), Ernest (b. 1879), Florence R. (b. 1887), and 
Roy R. (b. 1894). Florence was listed as both a dressmaker and a general store clerk, while Roy was listed as a printer and painter. By 1916, 
the Meredith family had moved in and remained through 1927. Frank Albert Meredith (b. 1879), a carpenter, married Ella (b. 1881; d. 1970) in 
1903. They had two sons; one son died at age 7 before the Merediths moved into the house and the other son's name was Lloyd (b. 1908). In 
1929, Frank sued Ella for a divorce as a result of neglect and cruelty; this was around the same time the Merediths vacated the house. The 
Meredith family also shared the house with other tenants. In 1916, a butcher named John Grinnell (b. 1873) moved in with his wife, Charlotte 
'Lottie' Lanore (nee Pierce. In 1920, the Mays shared the house with the Merediths. Otis E. (b. 1886) May married Mabel (b. 1889) in 1910 and 
he was the proprietor of May's Meat Market, located in town. In 1927, the house was shared with the Cain family. The Cains then occupied 
the house through 1956. Ralph Edward Cain (b. 1895, WV; d. 1948) was the gas superintendant and inspector in the area, specifically in 
Elyria. In 1916, he married Isabelle Ruth (nee McRoberts; b. 1897, Ohio). She worked as a library assistant at Oberlin College as she 
continued to live in the house following her husband's death. They had two children: Richard Meredith (b. 1918; d. 1982) and Doris Mae (b. 
1921; d. 1995). Both children were graduates of Oberlin High School. While living in this house, Richard worked as a shop worker, reporter, 
electric welder (in Elyria), and a crane operator for Republic Steel. He was also in the Army Corps of Engineers during WWII. The Cains 
shared the house with various tenants. Ralph Cartmell Dailey (b. 1888, Ohio; d. 1961) lived here with his wife, Vera Belle (b. 1891) in 1929. In 
1933, Omar H. Whittington (b. 1891, AR) lived here with his wife, Lydia H. (or Lyda) (b. 1892, AR). Omar worked for Tobin Drug Company. 
They had one child, Julia Leming (b. 1914; d. 1990). Julia was a graduate of Oberlin High School. In 1935-36, the Cains shared the house 
with J. Franklin and Geraldine Wight. J. Franklin was an employee at Oberlin College. From 1939 through 1944, the Champion family lived 
here with the Cain family. Jesse A Champion (b. 1890) was a pharmacist. His wife was Mona (b. 1897, IL) and they had one child: Robert Jay 
(b. 1918), who was a graduate of Oberlin high school. Robert was a clothing clerk, reporter, army recruit, sports editor, and an advertising 
manager of the Oberlin Times. In 1948, a farmer named E. J. May, wife, Marjorie, and child moved into the house. The final family to share 
the house with the Cains were the Wilsons in 1956. Harold A. Wilson was an employee at the Olson Company of Elyria. He was married to a 
woman named Jean. Virgil and Alma Wilson (unknown relation) shared the house as well. Virgil and Alma had one child and Virgil was an 
inspector at Ridge Tool of Elyria. By 1961, the Cains had vacated the house, which was then occupied by two families, the Kruegers and the 
Fenstermakers. Carl J. Krueger (b. 1902, OH; d. 1966) was married to Gretchen (nee Shenberg; b. 1910, OH; d. 2007). Carl was an Oberlin 
High School graduate and worked as a foreman for Thew Shovel and as a stock planner. The couple had one son, Giles L. Raleigh.  W. 
Fenstermaker was a manager at Oberlin Finishing Company, which finished greeting cards for manufacturers.  He and his wife Marian had 
one child. In 1970, the McClungs and Borns shared the house. Warren T. McClung was a plumber, and he lived here with Lois and their son, 
Thomas, who was a student. Daniel J. Born moved into the house with his wife, Eileen. Daniel was a technical assistant at Oberlin College. 
By 1973, Charles J. Smith moved in. He was located at this address, according to phone books, through 1986. J. Whitten was listed as a 
resident in 1997-1999. The Auditor's website identifies him as the owner through 2003. The current owner is Sherry L. Innes.

43. History and Significance (Con't)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

 News, 5/10/1923, p. 1, c. 3; 'Florence Rogers Married James Smith,' Oberlin News, 8/16/1911, p. 8, c. 3; '7-year-old Son of F.A, Meredith 
Died,' Oberlin News, 9/11/1912, p. 5, c. 1; 'Frank Meredith Sues Wife Ella For Divorce: Cruelty and Neglect,' Oberlin News, 8/11/1927, p. 2, c. 
3; 'Frank Meredith Granted divorce from Wife Ella,' Oberlin News, 12/29/1927, p. 1, c. 3; 'Richard M. Cain dies at Age 63,' Oberlin 
News-Tribune, 7/22/1982, p. 2.

45. Sources (Con't)


