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Oberlin

66 South Park Street

No academic style - vernacular

c. 1902-1908

Unknown

Unknown

Unknown

Side Hallway

Single Dwelling

Single Dwelling

.24

No

Sandstone, with wooden water table

Balloon Frame/Western Frame/Platform
Frame

Gable
Steep
Asphalt Shingle

irregular

2

Wood, Clapboard with end boards

Rectangular

Altered, Minimal

1 over 1

Center

No

approx. 25’

O.H.I.O.  and H.P.C.

12/16/2002

30 x 18

O.H.I.O. Resource Center: Oberlin City Directories. Lorain County Courthouse, Auditor Property Records, 2001.
Internet. http://www.loraincounty.com/auditor/index.shtml .  Oberlin Historic Preservation Commission Files. O.H.I.O.
Resource Center Files. Sanborn �re insurance maps. Pat Holsworth, Oberlin Pioneer Database. Oberlin College
Yearbooks, O.H.I.O. Resource Center. William Bigglestone, They Stopped in Oberlin, 2002.

41b.Frontage on road 41 ft.

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (see #52)

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features

43. History and Signi�cance

This small house is a good example of an "Oberlin plainstyle" hint at the Greek revival. The single gable of the roof
is perpendicular to the street, and there are cornice returns on the gable end. The �rst �oor of the façade has a
window on the left and the front door on the right, with a stoop leading up to the front door. The north side of the
house has a small pair of very narrow double-hung windows, and the north side of the back of the house has a
small, one-story shed-roofed addition. Wooden moldings outline all of the windows and doors.

Hosea Benjamin Tyson and his wife, Mabel, lived in this house in 1908, and Hosea worked as a stone mason (City
Directories). Hosea was born in North Carolina in 1858, the son of Hosea L. and Emeline Tyson, and died in Oberlin
in 1931. The family was African-American, but it is unclear whether or not they were enslaved in North Carolina.
They came to Oberlin in 1866 (Bigglestone). Hosea Benjamin sued John Clark over an accident in 1905, but his
brother, Sidney, had a much more dramatic courtroom experience. Sidney was engaged to marry Della Hutchison in
the mid-1880s. They were denied a wedding license because she was white, (cont.)

The house is surrounded by a garden and a lot of other foliage. There is a driveway on the north side.
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28. No. of Stories 2

29.Basement? Yes

Explain:

No No

OHIO

No No

Site

Building

Public Private24. Ownership

High Style

Elements 32. Roof:
Type
Pitch
Material

N

7 7Front

7 8N. Side

Roll # Exp. # Facing

X

X

φ

H. Petersen, M. Franck, D. Musson, and
O.H.I.O. Interns



OHIO HISTORIC INVENTORY
Ohio Historic Preservation Office
567 E. Hudson St.  Columbus, Ohio 43211
614/297-2470

OHIO
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY
SINCE 1885

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued from page 1)

43. History and Significance (Continued from page 1.)
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52. Historic Outbuildings and Dependencies

Barn Type(s)

53. Affiliated OAI Site Number(s)

Archaeological Feature: Observed Expected on Basis of
  Archival Research

Well

Privy

Cistern

Foundation

Structural Rubble

Formal Trash Dump

Other

54. Farmstead Plan

and an Ohio law had forbidden interracial marriage since 1861. They were arrested for unlawfully living together as man and wife, and Sidney was jailed. In
February 1887, on the day their case was to be tried, it was dismissed because the law had just been repealed, so Sidney and Della were married right away
(Bigglestone).
Fred M. Wright lived at 66 S. Park in 1910, followed by Mrs. K. E. Rogers in 1916, John Smith in 1929, and Ivan E. Davis in 1933. King D. Rhodes, a laborer,
lived in the house from 1935 through 1940 with his wife, Beulah B., and their two children (City Directories).

OAI Completed?

51. Condition of Property

Date

Excellent                                         Ruin

Good/Fair                                       Destroyed/Burned

DeterioratedX

φ

 Corn Crib or Shed

Smoke House 

Designed Landscape
Features

Summer Kitchen 

Spring House

Privy 

Silo 

Ice House

Garage


