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229 North Pleasant
6. Specific Address or Location

900076103014
6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number

Oberlin
7. City or Village

9. U.T.M. Reference
 Quadrangle Name: Oberlin
17   398388  4572279
Zone Easting Northing

10. Classification: Building
11. On National Register? NO

13. Part of Established Hist. Dist? NO
15. Other Designation (NR or Local)

16. Thematic Associations:

17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s)
ca. 1890
18. Style Class and Design

18a. Style of Addition or Elements(s)

19. Architect or Engineer

19a. Design Sources

20. Contractor or Builder

21. Building Type or Plan
Gabled Ell
22. Original Use, if apparent

24. Ownership Private
25. Owner's Name & Address, if known

229 N. Pleasant St.
Oberlin, OH, 44074
26. Property Acreage
27. Other Surveys

28. No. of Stories
Two story
29. Basement? Yes
30. Foundation Material
Stone bearing
31. Wall Construction
Balloon/western/platform frame

32. Roof Type 

Roof Material
Cross gable

Asphalt shingle
33. No. of Bays 4
34. Exterior Wall Material(s)

Asbestos/asphalt siding

35. Plan Shape

36. Changes associated with 17/17b Dates:

37. Window Type(s)
1 over 1

38. Building Dimensions

39. Endangered? NO
By What?

40. Chimney Placement
Off center within ridgeline
41. Distance from & Frontage on Road

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued on Reverse if Necessary)

46. Prepared By:  Liz 47. Organization: 48. Date Recorded:
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5Side Bays

23. Present Use
Single Dwelling

Governmental Administration
World War II
Architect/Engineer/Builder Related

Unknown

Element Craftsman/Arts and Crafts
No academic style - Vernacular

Single Dwelling

Laurence J. Thompson

Original/Most significant construct

Substantial alteration/addition

28' x 57'

17.

17b.

43. History and Significance (Continue on Reverse if necessary)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (See #52)

45. Sources of Information

unknown

Oberlin Heritage Center 11/20/2009Schultz

30'

This vernacular, gabled ell-plan house was altered many years ago and has since gained elements of Craftsman style. The front/west 
facade of this house contains a corner porch to the far right. The door is set back within the porch. The original porch features have been 
covered by the current siding, which appears to be asbestos shingles. A shingled half-wall runs along the south side of the porch. Metal 
railings and concrete steps lead up to the wood floor of the porch. Above the porch, a 1/1 window is double hung. At the gabled section of 
the facade, the first and second stories both contain two 1/1 double hung windows. To the left of the gabled section, in the ell, an 
enclosed, two story porch displays Craftsman elements such as rafter tails. This porch presumably post-dates the original structure of the 
house. The first story of this porch has a 1/1 double hung window flanked by narrow three-light windows. The second story projects over 
the first story and has oversized, imitation rafter tails exposed above the first story. The second story flares out slightly above the first 
story. The second story resembles a sleeping porch and has screened windows and  continued...

The first known occupants for this house were the Birdseye family in 1890. The Birdseyes remained here over fifty years, through 1942. 
George Frederick Hurd Birdseye (b. 1857, NY; d. 1927, Oberlin) worked his way through the postal service, first as a mail clerk and then 
becoming the post office inspector and later the superintendant of the Cincinnati post office (while remaining a resident of this house). He 
was honored and praised for his dedication to the US postal system over the years, particularly in 1926, when he completed fifty years of 
service. In 1877 George had married Katherine 'Kate' (nee Lamb; b. 1859, PA; d. 1941, Oberlin) and they had four children. Their two sons 
were Claude Hale (b. 1878, NY; d. 1941, CO) and Sidney Hale (b. 1891, OH). Their daughters were Ellen 'Nellie'  continued...

This house does not include any outbuildings. It is located on a primarily residential street, near the Boys and Girls Club of Lorain County.

Oberlin Heritage Center Resource Center, City Directories, Oberlin Phone Book and Past Perfect collections program; Lorain County Court 
House, Auditor Property Record, Internet, http://www.loraincounty.com/auditorindex.shtml, accessed 2009; 'Claude H. Birdseye Now Major; 
Arrives in France,' Oberlin News, 9/12/1917, Pg. 1 Col. 1; 'Claude H. Birdseye Commissioned Lieutenant Colonel,' Oberlin News, 9/25/1918, 
Pg. 1 Col. 2; 'Claude H. Birdseye Made Chief Topographic Engineer, U.S.G.S.,' Oberlin  continued...
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52. Historic Outbuildings & Dependencies
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54. Farmstead Plan :

Report Associated With Project:

NADB #:

8. Site Plan with North Arrow

Bilateral asymmetry
Symmetry:

Gable end axis
Orientation:

Flush
Door Position:

Single off center
Door Selection:
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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Con't)
 simple Tuscan columns at the corners, which sit atop a shingled half- wall. This porch has a flat roof. The north elevation shares the 
two-story porch addition at the far right. The porch has four 1/1 double hung windows at the first story of this elevation, while the second 
story has four large, screen windows. In the gabled portion, at the center of the elevation, a 1/1 window is at the first story. The second story 
includes a wood door, which no longer has a landing attached to it and opens to nothing. The door has twelve lights in the upper portion. A 
1/1 double hung window is right of the door. To the left of the gabled section, an obscured window is at the first story. A small, 1/1 double 
hung window is at the second story. To the far left, in an addition, the first story is obscured, but the second story has a small window. The 
south elevation has a 1/1 double hung window within the porch, at the far left. The gabled section at the center has a projecting bay at the 
first story, with a 1/1 double hung window facing west and south (the south window is larger). The second story has a 1/1 double hung 
window. A square window is in the attic. To the right of the gabled section, a bay window extends between the first and second stories; 
each side has a 1/1 double hung window. The remainder of the elevation is obscured by foliage.  Originally, this house was intended to be 
identical to its neighbor, 237 N. Pleasant Street (according to the owner of 237 N. Pleasant, Marilyn Harley). However, over the course of the 
years, both houses have been altered so that the identical nature of the houses may not be immediately evident. Upon close inspection, 
their similarities are recognizable.

 Hayden (b. 1880, NY; d. 1947, PA) and Elizabeth 'Bessie' Marsh (b. 1883, NY; d. 1953, Oberlin). The children attended both Oberlin High 
School and Oberlin College. In 1918 Sidney served as a second lieutenant in the Engineers Corps on the western front during WWI. Claude 
served as a major and lieutenant colonel during the war and was eventually made the chief topographic engineer of the U.S.G.S. and went 
on to survey Marble Canyon, the Grand Canyon, and the Colorado River. Claude's work earned him quite a bit of distinction and after he 
shared his findings with the town, the college awarded him an Honorary Doctor of Science Degree. For several years (1897 through 1929), 
Henrietta Birdseye (b. 1849, NY) is also listed at this address. Henrietta was George's sister. Additionally, between 1908 and 1910, William 
Burton Wilkinson (b. 1892) was a resident of this house. William was George and Katherine's nephew (his mother's maiden name was 
Lamb). As the Birdseye family grew older, the children left the house, with the exception of Bessie, who remained here through her mother's 
death. In 1943 a new family resided in this house: the Foote family. William James Foote (b. 1912, PA; d. 1989, Oberlin) was married to Helen 
Josephine (b. 1911, PA; d. 2001, OH). Their children were Patricia Florence, Louise E., and William M.. William, Sr. worked at the 
Bendix-Westinghouse factory. The Foote family remained here through Helen's death. By 2002 Laurence J. Thompson, the current owner, 
acquired the house.

43. History and Significance (Con't)

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (Con't)

 News, 10/15/1919, Pg. 1 Col. 4; 'Claude H. Birdseye Heads Marble Canyon, Grand Canyon and Colorado River Survey,' Oberlin News, 
7/5/1923, Pg. 1 Col. 3; 'Claude H. Birdseye Lectures With Slides on Canyon Survey,' Oberlin News, 1/24/1924, Pg. 1 Col. 6; 'Claude H. 
Birdseye Awarded Oberlin College Honorary Doctor of Science Degree,' Oberlin News-Tribune, 6/18/1931, Pg. 1 Col. 2; 'George F.H. Birdseye 
Promoted to Supt., Cincinnati Post Office,' Oberlin News, 9/6/1911, Pg. 1 Col. 3; ''Former Oberlin Postal Inspector Completes 50th Year of 
Postal Service,' Oberlin News, 5/6/1926, Pg. 1 Col. 7; 'George F.H. Birdseye,' Obituary, Oberlin News, 7/7/1927, Pg. 1 Col. 3; 'Sidney Birdseye 
Now Second Lieutenant, Engineers Corp; On Western Front;' Oberlin News, 9/25/1918, Pg. 1 Col. 2; 'Col. C. H. Birdseye, Topographer, Dies,' 
The New York Times, New York, NY, 6/1/1941, Pg. 41; Sergeant, R.H., 'Colonel Claude Hale Birdseye,' Annals of the Association of American 
Geographers, Vol. 32, No. 3, Sept 1942, http://www.jstor.org/pss/2569220, accessed 7/16/2009; 'Ellen Birdseye Hatch,' obituary, Oberlin 
Alumni Magazine, August 1947, Pg. 25; 'Mrs. Patricia Graff,' Obituary, Oberlin News-Tribune, 4/2/1981, Pg. 7.

45. Sources (Con't)


