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1. No. 2. County 4. Present Name(s)

3. Location of Negatives

5. Historic or OtherName(s)

6. Specific Address or Location

6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number

7. City or Village If Rural, Township & Vicinity

8. Site Plan with North Arrow

9. U.T.M. Reference Quadrangle Name

Zone Easting Northing

Coded

10.

Object

Structure

11. On National Register ? 12. N.R. Potential ?

13. Part of Estb Hist Dist? 14.  Dist. Potential ?

15. Name of Established District (N.R. or Local)

Ohio Historic Preservation Office
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614/297-2470

16. Thematic Association(s)

17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s)

18. Style or Design

18a. Style of Addition or Element(s)

19. Architect or Engineer

19a. Design Sources

20. Contractor or Builder

21. Building Type or Plan

22. Original Use, if apparent

23. Present Use

25. Owner’s Name & Address, if known

26. Property Acreage

27. Other Surveys in Which Included

30. Foundation Material

31. Wall Construction

33. No. Bays Front

Side

34. Exterior Wall Material(s)

35. Plan Shape

36. Changes (Explain in #42)

37. Window Type(s)

38. Bldg. Dims.

39 Endangered?  

40. Chimney Placement

41a. Distance from road

45. Sources of Information

46. Prepared by

47. Organization

48. Date Recorded

49 Revised by

50a. Date Revised
50b. Reviewed by

LOR
Pagoda Housing

O.H.I.O. Resource Ctr.

0900-086-107-032

Scattered Site Public Housing
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Oberlin

115 South Pleasant Street

No academic style - vernacular

c. 1965-1966

Unknown

Unknown

Unknown

Other House

Single Dwelling

Single Dwelling

.19

No

Unknown

Brick Bearing

Faux - Mansard
Low
Asphalt Shingle

irregular

irregular

Brick, Stretcher or Running Bond

Rectangular

Unaltered

Casement

Unknown

No

approx. 25’

O.H.I.O.  and H.P.C.

12/16/2002

24 x 38

Blodgett, Geoffrey. Oberlin Architecture, College and Town: A Guide to its Social History. Oberlin College, 1985.
O.H.I.O. Resource Center: Oberlin City Directories. Lorain County Courthouse, Auditor Property Records, 2001.
Internet. http://www.loraincounty.com/auditor/index.shtml.  Oberlin Historic Preservation Commission Files. O.H.I.O.
Resource Center Files. Sanborn fire insurance maps. Pat Holsworth, Oberlin Pioneer Database. Oberlin College
Yearbooks, O.H.I.O. Resource Center.

1730 Broadway
Lorain OH 44052

41b.Frontage on road 60 ft.

44. Description of Environment and Outbuildings (see #52)

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features

43. History and Significance

The exaggerated bell-cast faux-Mansard roof and the square footprint of this building make it easy to tell why
houses of this type are commonly known in Oberlin as "Pagoda housing." The front door is on the side of the house
facing the driveway, and has a sidelight on one side. The few windows are tall and narrow, with stone slip sills. The
box cornice has vertical siding, and the eaves drop a few inches over each window. The roof is very low-pitched
except for the center, where it rises sharply to create a bell-cast Mansard effect. This steep portion has a large notch
on each side, presumably to allow rain to run off. The house also has a back door. Note: some Pagoda houses are
duplexes, such as 121 and 123 S. Pleasant.

Public housing carried a severe stigma in most cities, but the scattered siting and human scale of Oberlin's public
housing avoided the failures of isolated ghettoes created by urban renewal in bigger cities (Blodgett).
Seven children died in a fire in Oberlin in 1960 when they were using an oil heater to heat their house after the city
turned off their electricity because of unpaid bills. This made the need for public housing painfully apparent to the
whole town, and spurred both the private and public sectors into action.  (cont.)

There is a driveway on the south side of the house, and there is a small hip-roofed storage shed at the end of the
driveway.

Political/Social Welfare - Public Housing

28. No. of Stories 1

29.Basement? Unknown

Explain:

No No
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No No

Site

Building
Lorain Metropolitan Authority

Public Private24. Ownership

High Style

Elements 32. Roof:
Type
Pitch
Material

N

8 11

8 12

Roll # Exp. # Facing

X

X

φ

H. Petersen, M. Franck, D. Musson, and
O.H.I.O. Interns
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42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued from page 1)

43. History and Significance (Continued from page 1.)
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52. Historic Outbuildings and Dependencies

Barn Type(s)

53. Affiliated OAI Site Number(s)

Archaeological Feature: Observed Expected on Basis of
  Archival Research

Well

Privy

Cistern

Foundation

Structural Rubble

Formal Trash Dump

Other

54. Farmstead Plan

Private home repair loan programs were begun, and city manager Richard Dunn enforced condemnation of houses unfit for habitation. The most significant
action, however, was the building of 54 single-family and duplex public housing units such as this one, 115 S. Pleasant St., in 1965 and 1966. The federal
Public Housing Authority loaned the funds needed to finance the houses, and they became known as Pagodas because of their distinctive rooflines (which hid
skylights and vents). To prevent people from moving to town solely for Pagoda housing, one year of residence in Oberlin is a prerequisite for eligibility. A long
waiting list for the houses developed quickly, and resident turnover has been slow (Blodgett).

OAI Completed?

51. Condition of Property

Date

Excellent                                         Ruin

Good/Fair                                       Destroyed/Burned

Deteriorated

X

φ

 Corn Crib or Shed

Smoke House 

Designed Landscape
Features

Summer Kitchen 

Spring House

Privy 

Silo 

Ice House

Garage


