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1. No. 2. County LOR 4. Present Name(s)

Masonic Temple

3. Location of Negatives O.H...O. Resource

|:| Coded

Roll # Exp. # Facing
Front 3 19

5. Historic or OtherName(s)
Prince Hall Masonic Lodge

6. Specific Address or Location 17. Date(s) or Period 17b. Alteration Date(s)
89 South Pleasant Street 1943 1947

30. Foundation Material
Cement Block

18. Style or Design

High Style |:|

31. Wall Construction

6a. Lot, Section or VMD Number No academic style - vernacular Wood Frame
18a. Style of Addition or Element(s) Elements |:| 32. Roof:
7. City or Village If Rural, Township & Vicinity T)./pe Gable
Oberlin 19. Architect or Engineer T\/Iltcth o leoc:]erlatseh. |
8. Site Plan with North Arrow unknown ateria sphalt Shingle
|| 19a. Design Sources 33.No. Bays Front 3
< H unknown Side 2
N LE 0. Contractor or Builder 34. Exterior Wall Material(s)
E j}lym Cresk unknown Aluminum or Vinyl Siding
/ 21. Building Type or Plan
| House, Pre-Classic 35.Plan Shape
B Vine T-Shaped
22. Original Use, if apparent —
36. Changes (Explain in #42)
Altered
9.U.T.M.Reference  Quadrangle Name 23. Present Use
Zone Easting Northing Ceremonial Structure or Space 37. Window Type(s)
- 1over1
(O O O o o — |
S p— 38. Bldg. Dims. 60’ x 45’ approx.
i ructure ; -
|:| Site |:| 25.0wner's Name & Address, if known 39 Endangered? No Explain:

|:| Object

11. On National Register ? 12.N.R. Potential ?
No Yes

40. Chimney Placement
No Chimney Observed

13. Part of Estb Hist Dist? 14. Dist. Potential ? 26. Property Acreage A7

41a. Distance from road 20" approx

No Yes
15. Name of Established District (N.R. or Local)

27. Other Surveys in Which Included
no

41b.Frontage on road 66’

16. Thematic Association(s) 28.No. of Stories 1

Freemasonry, African-Americans, Education 29.Basement? Full

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features

This very simple one-story building has a basement which is mostly above ground, which makes it necessary to

have a long staircase to get to the front door. A pediment over the front door, supported by two square brick
columns, bears the Freemason symbol. On each side of the staircase up to the front door, stairs lead down to a
basement door that is right under the front door. There is a small addition on the back of the building, and between
the main portion of the building and the addition are more stairs leading to another basement door. All of the
windows on the building appear to have been larger at one time: dents in the siding indicate that the windows have
been made smaller.

43. History and Significance

In the early part of this century, a house used to be on this site, which was used as the Phillis Wheatley Community
Center beginning in 1937. The Phillis Wheatley Center provided recreational activities and arts and crafts classes
through the W.P.A. These programs were aimed towards both black and white children in an attempt to alleviate
segregation. The building also housed a Girl Scout Troop and was used as a private residence. This house was
burned down in 1940, and the current building replaced it. The new building also suffered a fire in 1947.
(continued on back)

44, Description of Environment and Outbuildings (see #52)

This building faces a park dedicated to Martin Luther King Jr. Behind the building is a short gravel drive with room
for several cars to park.

46. Prepared by
D.G. Henry, G. Baudoin, M. Franck

47.Organization o0, and H.P.C.

45, Sources of Information

Lorain County Courthouse, Auditor Property Records, 2001. Internet.
http://www.loraincounty.com/auditor/index.shtml. Oberlin Historic Preservation Commission Files. O.H.I.O.
Resource Center Files. Oberlin City Directories.

Oberlin College Archives Files.

48. Date Recorded  1/22/2002

49 Revised by

50a. Date Revised
50b. Reviewed by




51. Condition of Property \ OHIO
54. Farmstead Plan || HISTORICAL

[] Exceltent [] Ruin SOCIETY
SINCE 1885
Bl Good/Fair |:| Destroyed/Burned
Deteriorated
Date

52. Historic Outbuildings and Dependencies

Barn Type(s)
n/a

|:| Corn Crib or Shed |:| Summer Kitchen |:| Silo

Smoke House |:| Spring House |:| Ice House
Designed Landscape

i Garage
Features D Privy |:| ¢

53. Affiliated OAI Site Number(s)

OAI Completed?
) Observed Expected on Basis of
Archaeological Feature: Archival Research
Well No No
Privy No No
Cistern No No
Foundation No No
Structural Rubble No No
Formal Trash Dump No No
Other No No

42. Further Description of Important Interior and Exterior Features (Continued from page 1)

43. History and Significance (Continued from page 1.)

In 1950, the Phillis Wheatley Center suffered financial problems, and the Board of Education took over their recreational programs. In 1951, the Prince Hall
Free Masons, a fraternity of black masons, bought the building and have used it ever since. The Black Freemasons were founded in 1775 in Boston. After the
American Revolution, Prince Hall, the first African American Mason, petitioned to charter his black masons into their own lodge.




